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ZAPTR 1
DON hU RABIT-HOL

ALIS WUZ BIGINIV TU GET VERI T+RD UV SITIV Bt HR SISTR ON hU
BAWK, AND UV HAVIW NURIVY TU DU: WUNS AR TWiS 3% HAD PIPT INTU
hU BOK HR SISTR WUZ RIDIV, BUT IT HAD NQ PIKZRZ AR
KONVRSABUNZ IN IT, “AND HWUT IZ AU US UV U BOK,” RAT ALIS
“WIROT PIKZRZ AR KONVRSABUN?”

SQ %% WUZ KUNSIDRIV IN HR QN MiND (AZ WEL AZ %% KOD, FAR RU
HOT DA MAD HR FIL VERI SLIPI AND STUPID), HWERR hU PLESR UV
MAKIV U DAZI-ZAN WOD BE WRR hU TRUBUL UV GETIV UP AND PIKIV
hU DAZIZ, HWEN SUDUNLI U HW+T RABIT WIh PIVK 1Z RAN KLQS Bt
HR.

hER WUZ NURIV SQ VERI RIMORKUBUL IN RAT; NAR DID ALIS RIWK IT
SQ VERI MUZ OT UV AU WA TU HIR AU RABIT SA TU ITSELF, “Q DIR! Q
DIR! £ AL BT LAT!” (HWEN 3% RAT IT QVR AFTRWRDZ, IT UKRD TU
HR RAT 3% AT TU HAV WUNDRD AT RIS, BUT AT AU TiM IT AL SEMD
KW1T NAZRUL); BUT HWEN hU RABIT AKZOULI TOK U WOZ OT UV ITS
WASTKQT-POKUT, AND LOKT AT IT, AND hEN HRID ON, ALIS STORTID
TU HR FZIT, FAR IT FLART UKRAS HR MiND RAT %% HAD NEVR BIFAR
SIN U RABIT WIh ThR U WASTKQT-POKUT, AR U WOZ TU TAK OT UV
IT, AND BRNIW WIRh KYORIOSITI, 3 RAN UKRAS AU FELD AFTR IT,
AND FARZUNUTLI WUZ JUST IN TiM TU ST IT POP DON U LORJ RABIT-
HOL UNDR hU HEJ.

IN UNURR MOMUNT DON WENT ALIS AFTR IT, NEVR WUNS KUNSIDRIV)
HO IN AU WRLD %% WUZ TU GET OT UGEN.

hU RABIT-HOL WENT STRAT ON LiK U TUNUL FAR SUM WA, AND hEN
DIPT SUDUNLI DON, SQ SUDUNLI hAT ALIS HAD NOT U MOMUNT TU
RIVK UBOT STOPIW HRSELF BIFAR 3% FOND HRSELF FOLIV DON U VERI
DiP WEL.

IhR AU WEL WUZ VERI DIP, AR 3% FEL VERI SLQLI, FAR %% HAD
PLENTI UV TtM AZ 3% WENT DON TU LOK UBOT HR AND TU WUNDR
HWUT WUZ GQIV TU HAPUN NEKST. FRST, 3% TRiD TU LOK DON AND



MAK OT HWUT 3T WUZ KUMIV TU, BUT IT WUZ TU DORK TU ST ENIRIV;
REN 3T LOKT AT hU SiDZ UV AU WEL, AND NQTUST RAT hA WR FILD
WIRh KUBRDZ AND BOKSELVZ; HIR AND RER 3% SA MAPS AND PIKZRZ
HUVY UPON PEGZ. 3T TOK DON U JOR FRUM WUN UV AU BELVZ AZ 3%
PAST; IT WUZ LABULD “ARINJ MORMULAD ”, BUT TU HR GRAT
DISUPONTMUNT IT WUZ EMPTI: 3 DID NOT LiK TU DROP RU JOR FAR
FIR UV KILIY SUMBODI, SO MANIJD TU POT IT INTU WUN UV hU
KUBRDZ AZ 3% FEL PAST IT.

“WEL!” RAT ALIS TU HRSELF, “AFTR SUZ U FAL AZ RIS, + AL RIVK
NURIV UV TUMBLIV DON STERZ! HO BRAV hAL AL RIVK ME AT HOM!
HW1, £ WODUNT SA ENIRIV UBOT IT, EVUN IF £ FEL AF hU TOP UV hU
HOS!” (HWIZ WUZ VERI LiKLI TRU.)

DON, DON, DON. WOD hU FAL NEVR KUM TU AN END? “+ WUNDR HO
MENI MiLZ +V FOLUN Bt RIS TiM?” 3% SED ULOD. “+ MUST BE GETIV
SUMHWER NIR hU SENTR UV hI Rh. LET MT ST: hAT WOD BT FAR
ROZUND M1LZ DON, + RIVK—" (FAR, U S%, ALIS HAD LRNT SEVRUL
RIVZ UV hIS SART IN HR LESUNZ IN hU SKULRUM, AND hQ hIS WUZ
NOT U VERI GOD OPRTUNUTI FAR 3QIW AF HR NOLIJ, AZ RER WUZ NQ
WUN TU LISUN TU HR, STIL IT WUZ GOD PRAKTIS TU SA IT QVR)
“—YES, hATS UBOT hU R1T DISTUNS—BUT REN + WUNDR HWUT
LATUTUD AR LONJUTUD tV GOT TU?” (ALIS HAD NQ 1DIU HWUT
LATUTUD WUZ, AR LONJUTUD EhR, BUT RAT hA WR NS GRAND WRDZ
TU SA.)

PREZUNTLI %% BIGAN UGEN. “+ WUNDR IF + SAL FAL RiT RRU RI RR!
HO FUNI ITUL SEIM TU KUM O@T UMUVW hU PEPUL hAT WAK WIh hER HEDZ
DONWRD! hI ANTIPUREZ, + RIVK—" (3T WUZ RARR GLAD hER WUZ NQ
WUN LISUNIV, RIS TiM, AZ IT DIDUNT SOND AT AL hU RiT WRD)
“—BUT 1 BAL HAV TU ASK REM HWUT hU NAM UV hU KUNTRI IZ, U NQ.
PLTZ, MAM, IZ RIS NU ZEILUND AR ASTRALYU?” (AND 3% TRiD TU
KRTSI AZ 3T SPQK—FANSI KRTSIIV) AZ YOR FOLIV RRU hI ER! DU U
RIVK U KOD MANIJ IT?) “AND HWUT AN IGNRUNT LITUL GRL 3IL RIWK
MI FAR ASKIW! NQ, ITUL NEVR DU TU ASK: PRHAPS + AL ST IT RITUN
UP SUMHWER.”

DON, DON, DON. hER WUZ NURIV ELS TU DU, SQ ALIS SUN BIGAN
TAKIV UGEN. “DiNUL MIS ME VERI MUZ TU-N1T, £ 30D RIVK!” (DiNU
WUZ hU KAT.) “+ HOP hAL RIMEMBR HR SASR UV MILK AT TE-TiM.



DiNU Mt DIR! + WIS U WR DON HIR WIR MZ! RER OR NQ M1S IN RI
ER, £tM UFRAD, BUT U MiT KAZ U BAT, AND RATS VERI LiK U MOS, U
NQ. BUT DU KATS T BATS, + WUNDR?” AND HIR ALIS BIGAN TU GET
RAhR SLTIPI, AND WENT ON SAIV TU HRSELF, IN U DREME SART UV
WA, “DU KATS IT BATS? DU KATS 1T BATS?” AND SUMTiMZ, “DU
BATS IT KATS?” FAR, U ST, AZ 3T KODUNT ANSR ThR KWESEZUN, IT
DIDUNT MUZ MATR HWIZ WA 3% POT IT. 3% FELT RAT 3 WUZ DQZIV
AF, AND HAD JUST BIGUN TU DRIM RAT 3% WUZ WAKIW HAND IN HAND
WIh DiNU, AND SAIV TU HR VERI RNUSTLI, “N@, D£NU, TEL ME hU
TRUR: DID U EVR ET U BAT?” HWEN SUDUNLI, RUMP! RUMP! DON 3%
KAM UPON U HIP UV STIKS AND DRt LEVZ, AND hU FAL WUZ QVR.

ALIS WUZ NOT U BIT HRT, AND 3% JUMPT UP ON TU HR FXT IN U
MQMUNT: 3% LOKT UP, BUT IT WUZ AL DORK QVRHED; BIFAR HR WUZ
UNUhR LAV PASIJ, AND hU HW1T RABIT WUZ STIL IN ST, HRII/ DON
IT. hER WUZ NOT U MOMUNT TU BT LAST: UWA WENT ALIS LiK hU
WIND, AND WUZ JUST IN TiM TU HIR IT SA, AZ IT TRND U KARNR, “Q
Mt IRZ AND HWISKRZ, HO LAT ITS GETIW!” 3T WUZ KLQS BIHiND IT
HWEN 3% TRND AU KARNR, BUT AU RABIT WUZ NQ LAWGR TU BT SIN:
%I FOND HRSELF IN U LAY, LQ HAL, HWIZ WUZ LIT UP Bt U RQ UV
LAMPS HAWIV FRUM hU RUF.

hER WR DARZ AL ROND hU HAL, BUT hA WR AL LOKT; AND HWEN ALIS
HAD BIN AL hU WA DON WUN SiD AND UP hI URR, TRiIW EVRI DAR, 3%
WAKT SADLI DON hU MIDUL, WUNDRIV HO T WUZ EVR TU GET QT
UGEN.

SUDUNLI %% KAM UPON U LITUL RRE-LEGID TABUL, AL MAD UV SOLID
GLAS; hER WUZ NURIV ON IT IKSEPT U TNI GOLDUN K%, AND ALISIZ
FRST RAT WUZ hAT IT MiT BILAY TU WUN UV hU DARZ UV hU HAL,;
BUT, ULAS! ThR hU LOKS WR TU LORJ, AR hU KT WUZ TU SMAL, BUT
AT ENI RAT IT WOD NOT QPUN ENI UV hEM. HOEVR, ON hU SEKUND
TiM ROND, 3% KAM UPON U LQ KRTUN %% HAD NOT NQTUST BIFAR,
AND BIHiND IT WUZ U LITUL DAR UBOT FIFTEIN INZIZ Hi: 3% TRiD AU
LITUL GOLDUN KT IN hU LOK, AND TU HR GRAT DILiT IT FITID!

ALIS QPUND hU DAR AND FOND RAT IT LED INTU U SMAL PASIJ, NOT
MUZ LORJR RAN U RAT-HQL: 3% NELT DON AND LOKT ULAV hU PASI]J



INTU AU LUVLIEST GORDUN U EVR SA. HO 3% LAWD TU GET OT UV hAT
DORK HAL, AND WONDR UBOT UMUW hQZ BEDZ UV BR1T FLORZ AND
hQZ KUL FONTUNZ, BUT 3% KOD NOT TVUN GET HR HED RRU hU
DARWA; “AND TVUN IF Mt HED WOD GQ RRU,” RAT POR ALIS, “IT WOD
BX UV VERI LITUL US WIROT Mt BQLDRZ. Q, HO £+ WIS + KOD 3UT UP
LiK U TELUSKQP! + RIVK + KOD, IF £ ONLI NU HO TU BIGIN.” FAR, U
S%, SO MENI OT-UV-hU-WA RIVZ HAD HAPUND LATLI, hAT ALIS HAD
BIGUN TU RIVK hAT VERI FU RIVZ INDED WR RIULI IMPOSUBUL.

RER SIMD TU BX NQ US IN WATIV Bt AU LITUL DAR, SQ 3% WENT BAK
TU AU TABUL, HAF HQPI/ 3% MiT FAND UNURR KT ON IT, AR AT ENI
RAT U BOK UV RULZ FAR @UTIV PEPUL UP LiK TELUSKQPS: RIS TiM 3%
FOND U LITUL BOTUL ON IT, (“HWIZ SRTUNLI WUZ NOT HIR BIFAR,”
SED ALIS,) AND ROND hU NEK UV hU BOTUL WUZ U PAPR LABUL, WIh
hU WRDZ “DRIVK MI ” BUTUFULI PRINTID ON IT IN LORJ LETRZ.

IT WUZ AL VERTI WEL TU SA “DRIVK M%,” BUT hU W1Z LITUL ALIS WUZ
NOT GQIV TU DU RAT IN U HRI. “NQ, tL LOK FRST,” % SED, “AND St
HWERR ITS MORKT ‘POZUN’ AR NOT”; FAR % HAD RED SEVRUL NiS
LITUL HISTRIZ UBOT ZILDRUN HU HAD GOT BRNT, AND ¥TUN UP Bt
W1LD BESTS AND UhR UNPLEZUNT RIVZ, AL BIKAZ hA WOD NOT
RIMEMBR hU SIMPUL RULZ RER FRENDZ HAD TAT REM: SUZ AZ, hAT U
RED-HOT POKR WIL BRN U IF U HOLD IT TU LAW; AND hAT IF U KUT
YOR FIWGR VERI DIPLI WIR U NiF, IT USUULI BLEIDZ; AND %% HAD
NEVR FRGOTUN hAT, IF U DRIVK MUZ FRUM U BOTUL MORKT “POZUN,”
IT IZ ALMQST SRTUN TU DISUGRE WIh U, SUNR AR LATR.

HOEVR, RIS BOTUL WUZ NOT MORKT “POZUN,” SQ ALIS VENZRD TU
TAST IT, AND FiNDIW IT VERI NiS, (IT HAD, IN FAKT, U SART UV
MIKST FLAVR UV ZERI-TORT, KUSTRD, PiN-APUL, RQST TRKI, TOFI,
AND HOT BUTRD TQST,) 3 VERI SUN FINIST IT AF.

“HWUT U KYORIUS FILIW!” SED ALIS; “+ MUST BT JUTIV UP LiK U
TELUSKQP.”



AND SQ IT WUZ INDID: 3 WUZ NO ONLI TEN INZIZ Hi, AND HR FAS
BR:TUND UP AT hU RAT RAT 3% WUZ NO AU RiT SitZ FAR GQIV RRU hU
LITUL DAR INTU RAT LUVLI GORDUN. FRST, HOEVR, 3T WATID FAR U
FU MINUTS TU St IF 3 WUZ GQIV TU BRIVK ENI FRhR: % FELT U
LITUL NRVUS UBOT hIS; “FAR IT MiT END, U NQ,” SED ALIS TU
HRSELF, “IN Mt GQIV OT ALTUGERR, LitK U KANDUL. £ WUNDR HWUT %
30D BX LiK REN?” AND 3% TRiD TU FANSI HWUT RU FLAM UV U
KANDUL IZ LK AFTR AU KANDUL IZ BLON OT, FAR 3% KOD NOT
RIMEMBR EVR HAVIW SIN SUZ U RIW.

AFTR U HW1L, FANDIV RAT NURIV MAR HAPUND, 3% DIStDID ON GQIV
INTU AU GORDUN AT WUNS; BUT, ULAS FAR POR ALIS! HWEN 3% GOT TU
AU DAR, 3% FOND %% HAD FRGOTUN RU LITUL GQLDUN K%, AND HWEN
%I WENT BAK TU hU TABUL FAR IT, 3% FOND 3% KOD NOT POSUBLI
RIC IT: 3T KOD ST IT KW1T PLANLI RRU RU GLAS, AND %% TRiD HR
BEST TU KL+M UP WUN UV hU LEGZ UV hU TABUL, BUT IT WUZ TU
SLIPRI; AND HWEN 3% HAD T+RD HRSELF OT WIh TRtIl, AU POR
LITUL RIV SAT DON AND KR#D.

“KUM, hERZ NQ US IN KRiIV LK hAT!” SED ALIS TU HRSELF, RAhR
BORPLI; “+ ADViZ U TU LEV AF RIS MINIT!” 3% JENRULI GAV HRSELF
VERI GOD ADV1S, (hQ 3% VERI SELDUM FOLQD IT), AND SUMTtMZ 3%
SKQLDID HRSELF SQ SUVIRLI AZ TU BRIV TIRZ INTU HR tZ; AND
WUNS 3% RIMEMBRD TR+Il/ TU BOKS HR QN IRZ FAR HAVIW ZFTID
HRSELF IN U GAM UV KRQKA 3% WUZ PLAI UGENST HRSELF, FAR RIS
KYORIUS ¢+LD WUZ VERI FOND UV PRITENDIV TU Bf TU PTPUL. “BUT
ITS NQ US NO,” RAT POR ALIS, “TU PRITEND TU BX TU PEPUL! HW4,
hERZ HORDLI INUF UV MI LEFT TU MAK WUN RISPEKTUBUL PRSUN!”

SUN HR t FEL ON U LITUL GLAS BOKS hAT WUZ L1Il) UNDR hU TABUL:
%I QPUND IT, AND FOND IN IT U VERI SMAL KAK, ON HWIZ AU WRDZ
“¥T MT ” WR BUTUFULI MORKT IN KRUNTS. “WEL, tL T IT,” SED ALIS,
“AND IF IT MAKS MI GRQ LORIJR, t KAN REIZ AU K%; AND IF IT MAKS
MI GRQ SMALR, + KAN KREIP UNDR hU DAR; SQ ThR WA fL GET INTU
hU GORDUN, AND 1+ DONT KER HWIZ HAPUNZ!”

¥ AT U LITUL BIT, AND SED AWK@USLI TU HRSELF, “HWIZ WA? HWIZ
WA?”, HOLDIV HR HAND ON hU TOP UV HR HED TU FIL HWIZ WA IT
WUZ GRQIV, AND 3T WUZ KWiT SRPR+ZD TU FiND RAT 3% RIMAND hU



SAM SiZ: TU BT 30R, RIS JENRULI HAPUNZ HWEN WUN ITS KAK, BUT
ALIS HAD GOT SQ MUZ INTU AU WA UV IKSPEKTIV NURIV BUT @T-UV-
hU-WA RIVZ TU HAPUN, RAT IT SEIMD KW1T DUL AND STUPID FAR L1iF
TU GQ ON IN hU KOMUN WA.

SQ % SET TU WRK, AND VERI SUN FINIZT AF AU KAK.



ZAPTR 2
hU PUL UV TIRZ

“KYORIUSR AND KYORIUSR!” KRiD ALIS (T WUZ SQ MUZ SRPR1ZD,
RAT FAR AU MQMUNT 3% KW+T FRGOT HO TU SPEIK GOD IWGLIB); “NO
M QPUNIV OT LK hU LORJUST TELUSKQP hAT EVR WUZ! GOD-Bt,
FET!” (FAR HWEN 3% LOKT DON AT HR FZT, hA SEIMD TU BE ALMQST OT
UV S1T, hA WR GETIV SQ FOR AF). “Q, Mt POR LITUL FET, £ WUNDR
HU WIL POT ON YOR 3UZ AND STOKIWZ FAR U NO, DIRZ? M 30R 1t
SANT BE ABUL! + SAL BT U GRAT DIL TU FOR AF TU TRUBUL M+SELF
UBOT U: U MUST MANIJ hU BEST WA U KAN;—BUT + MUST BX KiND TU
hEM,” RAT ALIS, “AR PRHAPS hA WONT WAK hU WA £ WONT TU GQ!
LET M S%: L GIV hEM U NU PER UV BUTS EVRI KRISMUS.”

AND %% WENT ON PLANIV/ TU HRSELF HO 3% WOD MANIJ IT. “hA MUST
GQ Bt AU KARIR,” 3% RAT; “AND HO FUNI ITUL SEM, SENDIV PREZUNTS
TU WUNZ QN FET! AND HO OD AU DIREKBUNZ WIL LOK!

ALISIZ RET FOT, ESKW4R:
HORFRUG,

NIR RU FENDR,

(WIR ALISIZ LUV).

Q DIR, HWUT NONSENS 1M TAKIW!”

JUST REN HR HED STRUK UGENST AU RUF UV RU HAL: IN FAKT 3% WUZ
NO MAR RAN NiN FET Hi, AND 3% AT WUNS TOK UP hU LITUL GQLDUN
KT AND HRID AF TU hU GORDUN DAR.

POR ALIS! IT WUZ AZ MUZ AZ 3T KOD DU, L+I/) DON ON WUN SiD, TU
LOK RRU INTU hU GORDUN WIh WUN 1; BUT TU GET RRU WUZ MAR
HQPLUS RAN EVR: 3% SAT DON AND BIGAN TU KRt UGEN.

“U AT TU BT USAMD UV YORSELF,” SED ALIS, “U GRAT GRL LiK U,” (3%
MiT WEL SA hIS), “TU GQ ON KRIV IN hIS WA! STOP hIS MOMUNT, +
TEL U!” BUT 3% WENT ON AL AU SAM, SEDIV GALUNZ UV TIRZ, UNTIL
RER WUZ U LOR] PUL AL ROND HR, UBOT FAR INZIZ DIP AND RIZIV
HAF DON hU HAL.



AFTR U TiM 3% HRD U LITUL PATRIV UV FET IN AU DISTUNS, AND 3%
HASTILI DRiD HR +Z TU ST HWUT WUZ KUMIW. IT WUZ hU HW4T
RABIT RITRNIV, SPLENDUDLI DREST, WIh U PER UV HW1T KID GLUVZ
IN WUN HAND AND U LORJ FAN IN hI UhR: HE KAM TROTIV ULAK IN U
GRAT HRI, MUTRIV TU HIMSELF AZ HE KAM, “Q! hU DUZUS, hU DUZUS!
Q! WONT 3% BE SAVIJ IF +V KEPT HR WATIW!” ALIS FELT SQ DESPRIT
RAT 3% WUZ REDI TU ASK HELP UV ENI WUN; SQ, HWEN RAU RABIT KAM
NIR HR, 3% BIGAN, IN U LQ, TIMID VOS, “IF U PL¥Z, SR—" hU RABIT
STORTID ViULUNTLI, DROPT hU HWiT KID GLUVZ AND hU FAN, AND
SKRID UWA INTU hU DORKNUS AZ HORD AZ HE KOD GQ.

ALIS TOK UP AU FAN AND GLUVZ, AND, AZ AU HAL WUZ VERI HOT, 3%
KEPT FANI/ HRSELF AL AU TiM 3% WENT ON TAKIW: “DIR, DIR! HO
KWIR EVRIRIV IZ TU-DA! AND YESTRDA RIVZ WENT ON JUST AZ
USUUL. + WUNDR IF £tV BIN €ANID IN AU NiT? LET ME RIVK: WUZ t RU
SAM HWEN t GOT UP hIS MARNIW? + ALMQST RIVK £ KAN RIMEMBR
FELIW U LITUL DIFRUNT. BUT IF +tM NOT hU SAM, hU NEKST KWESZUN
IZ, HU IN AU WRLD AM t? O, RATS AU GRAT PUZUL!” AND 3 BIGAN
RIVKIY QVR AL AU ZILDRUN 3% NU hAT WR UV AU SAM AJ AZ HRSELF,
TU ST IF 3% KOD HAV BIN ZANID FAR ENI UV REM.

“tM B0R M NOT ADU,” 3% SED, “FAR HR HER GQZ IN SUZ LAV
RIVLUTS, AND MiN DUZUNT GQ IN RIWLUTS AT AL; AND M 30R t
KANT BE MABUL, FAR 1 NQ AL SARTS UV RIWZ, AND 3%, Q! 3T NQZ SUZ
U VERI LITUL! BIStDZ, 317 3%, AND tM 1, AND—Q DIR, HO PUZLIV IT
AL IZ! tL TRt IF £ NO AL hU RIVZ + UZD TU NQ. LET MT ST: FAR TitMZ
F1V IZ TWELV, AND FAR TtMZ SIKS IZ RRTIN, AND FAR TtMZ SEVUN
IZ—Q DIR! + AL NEVR GET TU TWENTI AT RAT RAT! HOEVR, AU
MULTUPLUKABUN TABUL DUZUNT SIGNUF+: LETS TRt JIOGRUFI. LUNDUN
IZ hU KAPITUL UV PERIS, AND PERIS IZ hU KAPITUL UV RQM, AND
RQOM—NQ, hRATS AL RAY, tM SRTUN! + MUST HAV BIN ZANID FAR
MABUL! tL TRt AND SA ‘HO DAR AU LITUL—"" AND % KRAST HR HANDZ
ON HR LAP AZ IF 3% WR SAIV LESUNZ, AND BIGAN TU RIPET IT, BUT
HR VOS SONDID HARS AND STRANJ, AND hU WRDZ DID NOT KUM hu
SAM AZ hA UZD TU DU:—

“HO DAR hU LITUL KROKUD1L
IMPRUV HIZ 3iNIV TAL,

AND PAR hU WATRZ UV hU NiL
ON EVRI GOLDUN SKAL!



“HO ZIRFOLI HE STIMZ TU GRIN,
HO NITLI SPRED HIZ KLAZ,
AND WELKUM LITUL FIBIZ IN
WIh JENTLI SM1LIV JAZ!”

“tM B0R hQZ OR NOT AU R+T WRDZ,” SED POR ALIS, AND HR 1Z FILD
WIRh TIRZ UGEN AZ 3% WENT ON, “+ MUST BE MABUL AFTR AL, AND %
BAL HAV TU GQ AND LIV IN RAT PQKI LITUL HQS, AND HAV NEKST TU
NQ TOZ TU PLA WIR, AND Q! EVR SQ MENI LESUNZ TU LRN! NQ, tV
MAD UP Mt MiND UBOT IT; IF +tM MABUL, tL STA DON HIR! ITUL BX
NQ US hER POTIV RER HEDZ DON AND SAIV ‘KUM UP UGEN, DIR!" + AL
ONLI LOK UP AND SA ‘HU AM t REN? TEL M hAT FRST, AND hEN, IF
LiK BEIV hAT PRSUN, tL KUM UP: IF NOT, tL STA DON HIR TIL tM
SUMBODI ELS’—BUT, Q DIR!” KRtD ALIS, WIh U SUDUN BRST UV TIRZ,
“t DU WIS hA W@D POT RER HEDZ DON! + AM SQ VERI TtRD UV BIIV
AL ULON HIR!”

AZ %% SED RIS %F LOKT DON AT HR HANDZ, AND WUZ SRPR1ZD TU St
RAT 3% HAD POT ON WUN UV AU RABITS LITUL HW4T KID GLUVZ HWiL
3T WUZ TAKIW. “HO KAN 1 HAV DUN hAT?” 3T RAT. “+ MUST BT GRQIV
SMAL UGEN.” 3% GOT UP AND WENT TU hU TABUL TU MESR HRSELF Bt
IT, AND FOND RAT, AZ NIRLI AZ 3% KOD GES, 3% WUZ NO UBQT TU FET
Hi, AND WUZ GQIV ON 3RIVKIW RAPIDLI: 3 SUN FOND QT RAT AU
KAZ UV RIS WUZ AU FAN 3% WUZ HQLDIW, AND % DROPT IT HASTILI,
JUST IN TiM TU UVOD ZRIVKIV UWA ALTUGERR.

“hAT WUZU NARQ ISKAP!” SED ALIS, U GOD DIL FRETUND AT hU
SUDUN ZANJ, BUT VERI GLAD TU FAND HRSELF STIL IN IGZISTUNS;
“AND NO FAR AU GORDUN!” AND 3% RAN WIR AL SPID BAK TU KU LITUL
DAR: BUT, ULAS! hU LITUL DAR WUZ 3UT UGEN, AND hU LITUL GQLDUN
KT WUZ L1IV) ON hU GLAS TABUL AZ BIFAR, “AND RIVZ OR WRS HhAN
EVR,” RAT AU POR €1LD, “FAR £ NEVR WUZ SQ SMAL AZ RIS BIFAR,
NEVR! AND t DIKLER ITS TU BAD, hAT IT IZ!”

AZ 3T SED htZ WRDZ HR FOT SLIPT, AND IN UNURR MQMUNT, SPLAS!
%I WUZ UP TU HR ZIN IN SALT WATR. HR FRST +DIU WUZ RAT 3%
HAD SUMH® FOLUN INTU hU S%, “AND IN hAT KAS t KAN GQ BAK Bt
RALWA,” 3 SED TU HRSELF. (ALIS HAD BIN TU AU SESiD WUNS IN HR
LiF, AND HAD KUM TU hU JENRUL KUNKLUSUN, hAT HWEREVR U GQ TU



ON RI IWGLIB KQST U FAND U NUMBR UV BARIM MUBINZ IN hU S%,
SUM ZILDRUN DIGIV IN AU SAND WIh WODUN SPADZ, REN U RQ UV
LOJIV HOZIZ, AND BIHiND REM U RALWA STASUN.) HOEVR, % SUN
MAD QT RAT %% WUZ IN AU PUL UV TIRZ HWIZ %% HAD WEPT HWEN 3%
WUZ NiN FET Hi.

“t WI% + HADUNT KRiD SQ MUEZ!” SED ALIS, AZ 3T SWAM UBOQT,
TR1IV TU FAND HR WA OT. “t+ AL BT PUNIBT FAR IT NO, + SUPQZ, Bt
BXI/ DROND IN Mt ON TIRZ! RAT WIL BT U KWIR RIV, TU BE 30R!
HOEVR, EVRIRIV IZ KWIR TU-DA.”

JUST REN 3% HRD SUMRIV SPLARIV UBOT IN AU PUL U LITUL WA AF,
AND %% SWAM NIRR TU MAK Q@T HWUT IT WUZ: AT FRST 3% hAT IT
MUST BX U WALRUS AR HIPUPOTUMUS, BUT REN %% RIMEMBRD HO
SMAL 3% WUZ NO, AND 3T SUN MAD OT RAT IT WUZ ONLI U MQS RhAT
HAD SLIPT IN LiK HRSELF.

“WOD IT B UV ENI US, NO,” RAT ALIS, “TU SPEIK TU hIS MOS?
EVRIRIV IZ SQ OT-UV-AU-WA DON HIR, RAT t 30D RIWK VERI LiKLI IT
KAN TAK: AT ENI RAT, RERZ NQ HORM IN TR1IW.” SQ %% BIGAN: “Q
MOS, DU U NO hU WA OT UV hIS PUL? + AM VERI T+RD UV SWIMIV
UBOT HIR, Q MOS!” (ALIS RAT hIS MUST BT hU R1T WA UV SPIKIV TU
U MOS: 3% HAD NEVR DUN SUZ U RIV BIFAR, BUT 3 RIMEMBRD HAVIV
SIN IN HR BRURRZ LATUN GRAMR, “U M@S—UV U MOS—TU U MOS—U
MOS—Q MOS!” hiU MOS LOKT AT HR RAhR INKWIZITIVLI, AND SEIMD
TU HR TU WIVK WIh WUN UV ITS LITUL tZ, BUT IT SED NURIW.

“PRHAPS IT DUZUNT UNDRSTAND IWGLIS,” hAT ALIS; “+ DERSA ITS U
FRENZ MOS, KUM QVR WIh WILYUM hU KOWKRR.” (FAR, WIRh AL HR
NOLIJ UV HISTRI, ALIS HAD NQ VERI KLIR NQ®UN HO LA UGQ ENIRIV
HAD HAPUND.) SQ 3% BIGAN UGEN: “U 4 MO SOT?’ HWIZ WUZ hU FRST
SENTUNS IN HR FRENZ LESUN-BOK. hU M@S GAV U SUDUN LIP OT UV RU
WATR, AND SEMD TU KWIVR AL QVR WIh FR1T. “Q, + BEG YOR
PORDUN!” KRiD ALIS HASTILI, UFRAD RAT %% HAD HRT hU POR
ANUMULZ FILIVZ. “+ KWiT FRGOT U DIDUNT LtK KATS.”

“NOT LiK KATS!” KRiD hU MQS, IN U 3RIL, PARUNUT VOS. “WOD U LiK
KATS IF U WR MI?”



“WEL, PRHAPS NOT,” SED ALIS IN U SURIV TON: “DONT BT AWGRI
UBOT IT. AND YET + WIS + KOD 3Q U OR KAT DiNU: £ RIVK UD TAK U
FANSI TU KATS IF U KOD QONLI ST HR. 3% IZ SUZ U DIR KW1UT RIW,”
ALIS WENT ON, HAF TU HRSELF, AZ 9T SWAM LAZULI UBOT IN AU PUL,
“AND 3% SITS PRIV SQ NiSLI Bt AU FiR, LIKIW HR PAZ AND WORIV)
HR FAS—AND 3% IZ SUZ U N1S SAFT RIV TU NRS—AND $%%Z SUZ U
KAPITUL WUN FAR KAZIV M1S—Q, + BEG YOR PORDUN!” KRiD ALIS
UGEN, FAR RIS TiM AU MOS WUZ BRISLIV AL QVR, AND 3% FELT
SRTUN IT MUST BX RTIULI UFENDID. “WE WONT TAK UBOT HR ENI MAR
IF UD RARR NOT.”

“WZ INDID!” KRiD hU MOS, HU WUZ TREMBLIV DON TU hI END UV HIZ
TAL. “AZ IF + WOD TAK ON SUZ U SUBJEKT! OR FAMULI ALWIZ HATID
KATS: NASTI, LQ, VULGR RIWZ! DONT LET M HIR hU NAM UGEN!”

“+ WQONT INDID!” SED ALIS, IN U GRAT HRI TU €ANJ] AU SUBJEKT UV
KONVRSABUN. “OR U—OR U FOND—UV—UV DAGZ?” AU MOS DID NOT
ANSR, SQ ALIS WENT ON IGRLI: “hER IZ SUZ U NiS LITUL DAG NIR
OR HOS + 30D LiK TU $Q U! U LITUL BR1T-1D TERER, U NQ, WIR Q,
SUZ LAY KRLI BRON HER! AND ITUL FEZ RIWZ HWEN U RRQ REM, AND
ITUL SIT UP AND BEG FAR ITS DINR, AND AL SARTS UV RIVZ—1t KANT
RIMEMBR HAF UV hEM—AND IT BILAWZ TU U FORMR, U NQ, AND HE
SEZ ITS SQ USFUL, ITS WRFR U HUNDRID PONDZ! HE SEZ IT KILZ AL hU
RATS AND—Q DIR!” KRiD ALIS IN U SORQFUL TON, “tM UFRAD 1tV
UFENDID IT UGEN!” FAR hU MO@S WUZ SWIMI UWA FRUM HR AZ HORD
AZ IT KOD GQ, AND MAKIV KWT U KUMQBUN IN AU PUL AZ IT WENT.

SQ 3% KALD SAFTLI AFTR IT, “MOS DIR! DU KUM BAK UGEN, AND W%
WONT TAK UBOT KATS AR DAGZ ThR, IF U DONT LiK hEM!” HWEN huU
MQOS HRD RIS, IT TRND ROND AND SWAM SLQLI BAK TU HR: ITS FAS
WUZ KW1T PAL (WIR PASUN, ALIS RAT), AND IT SED IN U LQ
TREMBLIV VOS, “LET US GET TU AU 3AR, AND REN 1L TEL U Mt
HISTRI, AND YUL UNDRSTAND HW# IT IZ £ HAT KATS AND DAGZ.”

IT WUZ Ht TiM TU GQ, FAR hU PUL WUZ GETIV KW1T KRODID WIh hU
BRDZ AND ANUMULZ KRAT HAD FOLUN INTU IT: hER WR U DUK AND U
DQADQ, U LARI AND AN EGLET, AND SEVRUL URR KYORIUS KREIZRZ.
ALIS LED AU WA, AND AU HQL PORTI SWAM TU hU 3AR.



ZAPTR 3
U KAKUS-RAS AND U LAY TAL

hA WR INDID U KWIR-LOKIVW PORTI hAT USEMBULD ON hU BAWK—HhU
BRDZ WIh DRAGULD FEhRZ, hI ANUMULZ WIh hER FR KLIVIV KLQS
TU hEM, AND AL DRIPIV WET, KRAS, AND UNKUMFRTUBUL.

hU FRST KWESZUN UV KARS WUZ, HO TU GET DR+t UGEN: hA HAD U
KONSULTABUN UBQT RIS, AND AFTR U FU MINUTS IT SIMD KW1T
NAZRUL TU ALIS TU FiND HRSELF TAKIW WIR REM, AZ IF 3% HAD NQN
REM AL HR LiF. INDID, 3% HAD KW1T U LA ORGYUMUNT WIh RU
LARI, HU AT LAST TRND SULKI, AND WOD QONLI SA, “+ AM QLDR hAN
U, AND MUST NQ BETR ”; AND hIS ALIS WOD NOT ULO WIhGT NQIV HO
OLD IT WUZ, AND, AZ hU LART POZUTIVI RUFUZD TU TEL ITS AJ, hER
WUZ NQ MAR TU BT SED.

AT LAST hU MOS, HU SEMD TU BT U PRSUN UV URARUTI UMUV REM,
KALD OT, “SIT DON, AL UV U, AND LISUN TU MZ! tL SUN MAK U DRt
INUF!” hA AL SAT DON AT WUNS, IN U LORJ RIW, WIh hU MOS IN hU
MIDUL. ALIS KEPT HR +Z AWKBUSLI FIKST ON IT, FAR 3% FELT 30R 3%
WOD KAZ U BAD KQLD IF %% DID NOT GET DR+ VERI SOUN.

“UHEM!” SED hU MOS WIh AN IMPARTUNT ER, “OR U AL REDI? RIS IZ
hU DR1UST RIV + NQ. StLUNS AL ROND, IF U PLEZ! ‘WILYUM RU
KOWKRR, HUZ KAZ WUZ FAVRD B+ hU PQP, WUZ SUN SUBMITUD TU Bt
hI IWGLIS, HU WONTID LIDRZ, AND HAD BIN UV LAT MUZ UKUSTUMD
TU UZRPASUN AND KOWKWEST. EDWUN AND MARKOR, RI RLZ UV
MRSIU AND NARRUMBRIU-""

“UGK!” SED AU LARI, WIR U 3IVR.

“+ BEG YOR PORDUN!” SED hU MQOS, FRONIV, BUT VERI PULLTLI: “DID
U SPEK?”

“NOT 1!” SED hU LARI HASTILI.

“t+ RAT U DID,” SED hU MQS. “—t PRUSID. ‘EDWUN AND MARKOR, hI
RLZ UV MRSIU AND NARRUMBRIU, DIKLERD FAR HIM: AND IVUN



STIGUND, AU PATRIOTIK ORZBIBUP UV KANTRBERI, FOND IT
ADV1ZUBUL—""

“FOND HWUT?” SED hU DUK.

“FOND IT,” hU M@S RIPLiD RARR KROSLI: “UV KARS U NQ HWUT ‘IT’
MiENZ.”

“t NQ HWUT ‘IT" MEINZ WEL INUF, HWEN t FiND U RIVW,” SED hU DUK:
“ITS JENRULI U FROG AR U WRM. AU KWESZUN IZ, HWUT DID hI
ORZBIBUP FiND?”

hU MOS DID NOT NQTIS hIS KWESEZUN, BUT HRIDLI WENT ON, “’—FOND
IT ADV1ZUBUL TU GQ WIh EDGR ARULIV TU MET WILYUM AND AFR
HIM hU KRON. WILYUMZ KONDUKT AT FRST WUZ MODRUT. BUT hI
INSULUNS UV HIZ NARMUNZ—" H®O OR U GETIV ON NO, Mt DIR?” IT
KUNTINUD, TRNIV TU ALIS AZ IT SPQK.

“AZ WET AZ EVR,” SED ALIS IN U MELUNKOLI TON: “IT DUZUNT SEIM
TU DRt ME AT AL.”

“IN hAT KAS,” SED hU DQDQ SOLUMLI, R+ZI¥ TU ITS FIT, “+ MUV hAT
RU METIV UJRN, FAR RI IMIDIIT UDOPBUN UV MAR ENRIETIK
REMUDIZ-"

“SPEIK IWGLIB!” SED RI IGLET. “+ DONT NQ AU MINIV UV HAF RQZ LAV
WRDZ, AND, HWUTS MAR, + DONT BILEV U DU ThR!” AND hI TGLET
BENT DON ITS HED TU HiD U SMiL: SUM UV hI UhR BRDZ TITRD
ADUBLI.

“HWUT t WUZ GQIV TU SA,” SED hU DQDQ IN AN UFENDID TON, “WUZ,
hAT hU BEST RIV TU GET US DRt WOD B U KAKUS-RAS.”

“HWUT IZ U KAKUS-RAS?” SED ALIS; NOT RAT 3T WONTID MUZ TU NQ,
BUT hU DAODQ HAD PAZD AZ IF IT RAT hAT SUMBODI AT TU SPIK, AND
NQ WUN ELS SEIMD INKLiND TU SA ENIRIW.

“HW1,” SED hU DQDQ, “hU BEST WA TU IKSPLAN IT IZ TU DU IT.”
(AND, AZ U M1T L1K TU TRt hU RIV YORSELF, SUM WINTR DA, £+ WIL
TEL U HO hUu DODQ MANIID IT.)



FRST IT MORKT OT U RAS-KARS, IN U SART UV SRKUL, (“hI IGZAKT
SAP DUZUNT MATR,” IT SED,) AND REN AL AU PORTI WR PLAST ULAV
hU KARS, HIR AND hER. hER WUZ NQ “WUN, TU, RRE, AND UWA,” BUT
hA BIGAN RUNIV HWEN hA LiKT, AND LEFT AF HWEN hA LiKT, SQ hAT
IT WUZ NOT ¥ZI TU NQ HWEN hU RAS WUZ QVR. HOEVR, HWEN hA HAD
BIN RUNIV HAF AN OR AR SQ, AND WR KW+T DR+ UGEN, hU DQDQ
SUDUNLI KALD OT “hU RAS IZ QVR!” AND hA AL KRODID ROND IT,
PANTIW, AND ASKIV, “BUT HU HAZ WUN?”

hIS KWESZUN hU DODQ KOD NOT ANSR WIRQOT U GRAT DIL UV RAT,
AND IT SAT FAR U LAY TtM WIh WUN FIWGR PREST UPON ITS FARHED
(AU PUZIBUN IN HWIZ U USUULI ST BAKSPIR, IN AU PIKZRZ UV HIM),
HWiL hU REST WATID IN SiLUNS. AT LAST hU DQDQ SED, “EVRIBODI
HAZ WUN, AND AL MUST HAV PRtZIZ.”

“BUT HU IZ TU GIV hU PR1ZIZ?” KWiT U KARUS UV VOSIZ ASKT.

“HW1, 3%, UV KARS,” SED hU DQDQ, PONTIV TU ALIS WIRh WUN FI/GR;
AND hU HOL PORTI AT WUNS KROGDID ROND HR, KALIV OT IN U
KUNFUZD WA, “PR1tZIZ! PR1ZIZ!”

ALIS HAD NQ iDFU HWUT TU DU, AND IN DISPER 3% POT HR HAND IN
HR POKUT, AND POLD OT U BOKS UV KUMFITS, (LUKULI AU SALT WATR
HAD NOT GOT INTU IT), AND HANDID hEM ROND AZ PRiZIZ. hER WUZ
IGZAKTLI WUN U-PES AL ROND.

“BUT 3% MUST HAV U PRtZ HRSELF, U NQ,” SED AU MOS.

“UV KARS,” hu DODQ RIPLiD VERI GRAVLI. “HWUT ELS HAV U GOT IN
YOR POKUT?” HE WENT ON, TRNIV TU ALIS.

“ONLI U RIMBUL,” SED ALIS SADLI.

“HAND IT QVR HIR,” SED hU DQDQ.

hEN hA AL KRODID ROND HR WUNS MAR, HWL hU DQDQ SOLUMLI
PRIZENTUD hU RIMBUL, SAIV “WE BEG YOR AKSEPTUNS UV hIS

ELUGUNT RIMBUL”; AND, HWEN IT HAD FINIBAT RIS 3ART SPIZ, hA AL
ZIRD.



ALIS RAT AU HQOL RIW VERI ABSRD, BUT hA AL LOKT SQ GRAV RAT 3%
DID NOT DER TU LAF; AND, AZ 3% KOD NOT RIVK UV ENIRIV TU SA, 3%
SIMPLI BOD, AND TOK AU RIMBUL, LOKIW AZ SOLUM AZ 3% KOD.

hU NEKST RIV WUZ TU T hU KUMFITS: RIS KAZD SUM NOZ AND
KUNFUSUN, AZ hU LORJ BRDZ KUMPLAND hAT hA KOD NOT TAST hERZ,
AND AU SMAL WUNZ ZQKT AND HAD TU BE PATUD ON hU BAK. HOEVR,
IT WUZ QVR AT LAST, AND hA SAT DON UGEN IN U RIW, AND BEGD hU
MQOS TU TEL hEM SUMRIV MAR.

“U PROMUST TU TEL M YOR HISTRI, U NQ,” SED ALIS, “AND HWt IT
IZ U HAT—K AND D,” % ADID IN U HWISPR, HAF UFRAD RAT IT WOD
BT UFENDID UGEN.

“MiN IZ U LAV AND U SAD TAL!” SED hU MQOS, TRNIV TU ALIS, AND
S1IW.

“IT IZ U LAV TAL, SRTUNLI,” SED ALIS, LOKI DON WIh WUNDR AT hU
MOSIZ TAL; “BUT HW1 DU U KAL IT SAD?” AND %% KEPT ON PUZLIV
UBOT IT HW1iL hU MO@S WUZ SPIKIV, SQ hAT HR +DIU UV hU TAL WUZ
SUMRIV) LiK RhIS:—

“FYORI SED TU U
MQOS, hAT HT
MET IN hU
HOS,
‘LET US
BOR GQ TU
LA: £+ WIL
PROSUKUT
U.—KUM,
L TAK NQ
DINtUL; WX
MUST HAV U
TRUL: FAR
RIULI hIS
MARNIV tV
NURIV
TU DU/



SED huU
MQOS TU hU
KR, ‘SUZ
U TRUL,
DIR SR,
WIh
NQ JORI
AR JUJ,
WOD Bx
WASTIV)
OR
BRER.’
‘tL BT
Juj, tL
BT JORI,
SED
KUNIV
QLD FYORI:
‘tL
TRt hU
HOL
KAZ,
AND
KUNDEM
u
TU
DER.””

“U OR NOT UTENDIW!” SED hU MOS TU ALIS SUVIRLI. “HWUT OR U
RIVKIW UV?”

“+ BEG YOR PORDUN,” SED ALIS VERI HUMBLI: “U HAD GOT TU hU FIFR
BEND, 1 RIVK?”

“t HAD NOT!” KRiD AU MQS, B0RPLI AND VERI A/GRILI.

“U NOT!” SED ALIS, ALWIZ REDI TU MAK HRSELF USFUL, AND LOKIV
AVKBUSLI UBOT HR. “Q, DU LET M HELP TU UNDU IT!”



“t SAL DU NURIV UV AU SART,” SED hU MQS, GETIV/ UP AND WAKIV
UWA. “U INSULT MI Bt TAKIV SUZ NONSENS!”

“+ DIDUNT MIN IT!” PLEDID POR ALIS. “BUT YOR SQ #ZULI UFENDID, U
NQ!”

hU MOS ONLI GROLD IN RIPLA%.

“PLEZ KUM BAK AND FINIB YOR STARI!” ALIS KALD AFTR IT; AND RI
URRZ AL JOND IN KARUS, “YES, PLEZ DU!” BUT AU MOS QNLI 30K ITS
HED IMPABUNTLI, AND WAKT U LITUL KWIKR.

“HWUT U PITI IT WODUNT STA!” SiD hU LARI, AZ SUN AZ IT WUZ
KW1T OT UV SiT; AND AN QLD KRAB TOK hI OPRTUNUTI UV SAIV TU
HR DATR “O, Mt DIR! LET hIS B U LESUN TU U NEVR TU LUZ YOR
TEMPR!” “HQLD YOR TUW, MO!” SED RU YUV KRAB, U LITUL SNAPISLI.
“YOR INUF TU TR+ AU PABUNS UV AN OSTR!”

“t WI% + HAD OR DiNU HIR, + NQ + DU!” SED ALIS ULOD, UDRESIV)
NOBODI IN PRTIKYULR. “®ID SUN FEZ IT BAK!”

“AND HU IZ DiNU, IF £ MiT VENZR TU ASK hU KWESZUN?” SED hU
LARI.

ALIS RIPLiD IGRLI, FAR 3T WUZ ALWIZ REDI TU TAK UBOT HR PET:
“DiNUZ OR KAT. AND %3Z SUZ U KAPITUL WUN FAR KAZIV M1S U KANT
RIVK! AND Q, + WI% U KOD St HR AFTR AU BRDZ! HW4, 3IL ¥T U
LITUL BRD AZ SUN AZ LOK AT IT!”

RIS SPIZ KAZD U RIMORKUBUL SENSASUN UMUK AU PORTI. SUM UV AU
BRDZ HRID AF AT WUNS: WUN QLD MAGP+ BIGAN RAPIV) ITSELF UP
VERI KERFULI, RIMORKIW, “+ RTULI MUST BT GETIV HOM; hU NiT-ER
DUZUNT SUT M+ RRQT!” AND U KUNERI KALD OT IN U TREMBLIV VOS
TU ITS ZILDRUN, “KUM UWA, Mt DIRZ! ITS Ht TiM U WR AL IN BED!”
ON VERIUS PREITEKSTS hA AL MUVD AF, AND ALIS WUZ SUN LEFT
ULQN.

“t WI% + HADUNT MENBUND DiNU!” 3% SED TU HRSELF IN U
MELUNKOLI TQON. “NOBODI SIMZ TU LiK HR, DON HIR, AND tM 30R
$IZ AU BEST KAT IN AU WRLD! Q, M+ DIR DiNU! £+ WUNDR IF + RAL



EVR ST U ENI MAR!” AND HIR POR ALIS BIGAN TU KRt UGEN, FAR %%
FELT VERI LONLI AND LQ-SPIRITID. IN U LITUL HW1L, HOEVR, 3% UGEN
HRD U LITUL PATRIV UV FOTSTEPS IN AU DISTUNS, AND 3% LOKT UP
IGRLI, HAF HOPIVY hAT AU MOS HAD ZANID HIZ MiND, AND WUZ
KUMIV BAK TU FINI® HIZ STARL.



ZAPTR 4
hU RABIT SENDZ IN U LITUL BIL

IT WUZ hU HW1T RABIT, TROTIV SLOLI BAK UGEN, AND LOKIV
AVKBUSLI UBOT AZ IT WENT, AZ IF IT HAD LAST SUMRIV; AND %% HRD
IT MUTRIV TU ITSELF “AU DUZUS! AU DUZUS! Q M+ DIR PAZ! Q Mt FR
AND HWISKRZ! 3IL GET MI EKSUKUTID, AZ 30R AZ FERUTS OR
FERUTS! HWER KAN t+ HAV DROPT REM, £+ WUNDR?” ALIS GEST IN U
MOMUNT RAT IT WUZ LOKIW FAR hU FAN AND hU PER UV HW1T KID
GLUVZ, AND %% VERI GOD-NAZRDLI BIGAN HUNTIV UBQT FAR REM, BUT
hA WR NQHWER TU Bf SEIN—EVRIRIV SEIMD TU HAV ZANID SINS HR
SWIM IN hU PUL, AND hU GRAT HAL, WIh hU GLAS TABUL AND hU
LITUL DAR, HAD VANIST KUMPLETLI.

VERI SUN AU RABIT NQTUST ALIS, AZ 3 WENT HUNTIV UBQT, AND
KALD OT TU HR IN AN AWGRI TQON, “HW+, MERI AN, HWUT OR U DUIV
OT HIR? RUN HOM RIS MQMUNT, AND FEZ M% U PER UV GLUVZ AND U
FAN! KWIK, NO!” AND ALIS WUZ SQ MUZ FRTUND RAT 3T RAN AF AT
WUNS IN RU DIREKBUN IT PONTID TU, WIRQOT TR+I/ TU IKSPLAN RU
MISTAK IT HAD MAD.

“HE TOK ME FAR HIZ HOSMAD,” 3% SED TU HRSELF AZ 3% RAN. “HO
SRPR1ZD HIL BX HWEN HE FANDZ OT HU + AM! BUT 1D BETR TAK HIM
HIZ FAN AND GLUVZ—RAT IZ, IF + KAN FND REM.” AZ 3% SED RIS, 3%
KAM UPON U NIT LITUL HOS, ON AU DAR UV HWIZ WUZ U BRiT BRAS
PLAT WIR AU NAM “W. RABIT ” INGRAVD UPON IT. 3% WENT IN WIRQT
NOKIW, AND HRID UPSTERZ, IN GRAT FIR LEST 3% 30D MIT hU RTUL
MERI AN, AND BT TRND OT UV RU HOS BIFAR %% HAD FOND KU FAN
AND GLUVZ.

“HO KWIR IT SEIMZ,” ALIS SED TU HRSELF, “TU BT GQIW MESIJIZ FAR
U RABIT! + SUPQZ DiNUL BX SENDIV ME ON MESIJIZ NEKST!” AND 3%
BIGAN FANSIIV hU SART UV RIV hAT WOD HAPUN: ““MIS ALIS! KUM
HIR DREKTLI, AND GET REDI FAR YOR WAK!" ‘KUMIV IN U MINIT, NRS!
BUT tV GOT TU ST hAT hU MOS DUZUNT GET OT.” ONLI + DONT RIWK,”
ALIS WENT ON, “hAT hAD LET DiNU STOP IN hU HOS IF IT BIGAN
ARDRIV PEIPUL UBOT LiK hAT!”



Bt RIS TiM 3% HAD FOND HR WA INTU U T+DI LITUL RUM WIR U
TABUL IN AU WINDQ, AND ON IT (AZ $% HAD HQPT) U FAN AND TU AR
RRE PERZ UV TiNI HW1T KID GLUVZ: 3T TOK UP AU FAN AND U PER UV
hU GLUVZ, AND WUZ JUST GQIV TU LTV hU ROM, HWEN HR 1 FEL UPON
U LITUL BOTUL hAT STOD NIR hU LOKIW-GLAS. hER WUZ NQ LABUL RIS
TiM WIR AU WRDZ “DRIVK MZ,” BUT NEVRRULES %% UNKARKT IT AND
POT IT TU HR LIPS. “t NQ SUMRIV INTRISTIV/ IZ 30R TU HAPUN,” 3%
SED TU HRSELF, “HWENEVR t IT AR DRIVK ENIRIV; SQ tL JUST St
HWUT KIS BOTUL DUZ. £ DU HQP ITUL MAK M GRQ LORJ UGEN, FAR
RIULI tM KW1T TiRD UV BEIW SUZ U TANI LITUL RIW!”

IT DID SQ INDID, AND MUZ SUNR RAN 3% HAD IKSPEKTID: BIFAR 3%
HAD DRUWK HAF hU BOTUL, %% FOND HR HED PRESIV UGENST RU
SILIW, AND HAD TU STUP TU SAV HR NEK FRUM BXIl/ BRQKUN. 3%
HASTILI POT DON hU BOTUL, SAIV TU HRSELF “hATS KW1T INUF—1
HQP + BANT GRQ ENI MAR—AZ IT IZ, + KANT GET OT AT U DA—+ DU
WI% + HADUNT DRUVK KW1T SQ MUE!”

ULAS! IT WUZ TU LAT TU WIS RAT! 3T WENT ON GRQIV, AND GRQIV,
AND VERI SUN HAD TU NIL DON ON hU FLAR: IN UNURR MINIT hER
WUZ NOT IVUN RUM FAR RIS, AND %% TRiD RI IFEKT UV L+I/ DON
WIh WUN ELBQ UGENST hU DAR, AND hI UhR ORM KRLD ROND HR
HED. STIL 3% WENT ON GRQIV, AND, AZ U LAST RISARS, 3% POT WUN
ORM OT UV hU WINDQ, AND WUN FOT UP hU €IMNI, AND SED TU
HRSELF “N@ + KAN DU NQ MAR, HWUTEVR HAPUNZ. HWUT WIL BIKUM
UV Mx?”

LUKULI FAR ALIS, hU LITUL MAJIK BOTUL HAD NO HAD ITS FOL IFEKT,
AND %% GRU NQ LORJR: STIL IT WUZ VERI UNKUMFRTUBUL, AND, AZ
hER SEIMD TU BE NQ SART UV ZANS UV HR EVR GETIV OT UV hU RUM
UGEN, NQ WUNDR %% FELT UNHAPL.

“IT WUZ MUZ PLEZUNTR AT HQM,” RAT POR ALIS, “HWEN WUN WOZUNT
ALWIZ GRQIV LORIJR AND SMALR, AND BXI) ARDRD UBOT Bt MiS
AND RABUTS. + ALMQST WI% + HADUNT GAN DON RAT RABIT-HQL—AND
YET—AND YET—ITS RAhR KYORIUS, U NQ, hIS SART UV LiF! + DU
WUNDR HWUT KAN HAV HAPUND TU M%! HWEN t UZD TU R2D FERI-
TALZ, + FANSID hAT KiND UV RIV NEVR HAPUND, AND NO HIR + AM IN
hU MIDUL UV WUN! hER AT TU B U BOK RITUN UBGT MZ, RAT hER AT!



AND HWEN £ GRQ UP, tL R+T WUN—BUT +M GRQN UP NO,” 3% ADID IN
U SORQFUL TON; “AT LEST hERZ NQ RUM TU GRQ UP ENI MAR HIR.”

“BUT REN,” RAT ALIS, “3AL + NEVR GET ENI QLDR hAN + AM NQ@?
hATUL B U KUMFRT, WUN WA—-NEVR TU B AN QLD WOMUN—BUT hEN—
ALWIZ TU HAV LESUNZ TU LRN! Q, £ SODUNT LiK RAT!”

“Q, U FOLIS ALIS!” 3% ANSRD HRSELF. “HO KAN U LRN LESUNZ IN
HIR? HW1, hERZ HORDLI RUM FAR U, AND NQ RUM AT AL FAR ENI
LESUN-BOKS!”

AND SQ 3T WENT ON, TAKIW FRST WUN SiD AND REN hI URR, AND
MAKIV KWT U KONVRSABUN UV IT ALTUGERR; BUT AFTR U FU
MINUTS %% HRD U VOS OTSiD, AND STOPT TU LISUN.

“MERI AN! MERI AN!” SED RU VOS. “FEZ MT Mt GLUVZ RIS MQMUNT!”
hEN KAM U LITUL PATRIV UV FET ON hU STERZ. ALIS NU IT WUZ hU
RABIT KUMIV TU LOK FAR HR, AND $% TREMBULD TIL 3% 30K hU HOS,
KW1T FRGETIV RAT 3T WUZ NO UBOT U ROQZUND TiMZ AZ LOR] AZ AU
RABIT, AND HAD NQ RTZUN TU BT UFRAD UV IT.

PREZUNTLI hU RABIT KAM UP TU hU DAR, AND TR+D TU QPUN IT; BUT,
AZ hU DAR QPUND INWRDZ, AND ALISIZ ELBQ WUZ PREST HORD
UGENST IT, hAT UTEMPT PRUVD U FALYR. ALIS HRD IT SA TU ITSELF
“hEN tL GQ ROND AND GET IN AT hU WINDQ.”

“RAT U WONT ” RAT ALIS, AND, AFTR WATIW TIL 3% FANSID %% HRD
AU RABIT JUST UNDR RU WINDQ, 3% SUDUNLI SPRED OT HR HAND, AND
MAD U SNAZ IN RI ER. 3% DID NOT GET HQLD UV ENIRIV, BUT 3% HRD
U LITUL 3REIK AND U FAL, AND U KRAB UV BRQKUN GLAS, FRUM HWIZ
%I KUNKLUDID RAT IT WUZ JUST POSUBUL IT HAD FOLUN INTU U
KUKUMBR-FRAM, AR SUMRIV UV hU SART.

NEKST KAM AN AWGRI VOS—hU RABITS—"PAT! PAT! HWER OR U?” AND
REN U VOS 3% HAD NEVR HRD BIFAR, “30R REN tM HIR! DIGIV FAR
APULZ, YR ONR!”

“DIGIV FAR APULZ, INDID!” SED hU RABIT AWGRILI. “HIR! KUM AND
HELP ME OT UV hIS!” (SONDZ UV MAR BRQKUN GLAS.)



“NO TEL MZ, PAT, HWUTS hAT IN hU WINDQ?”
“BOR, ITS AN ORM, YR ONR!” (HE PRUNONST IT “OR-UM.”)

“AN ORM, U GUS! HU EVR SA WUN hAT StZ? HW1, IT FILZ hU HOL
WINDQ!”

“B0R, IT DUZ, YR ONR: BUT ITS AN ORM FAR AL RAT.”
“WEL, ITS GOT NQ BIZNIS hER, AT ENI RAT: GQ AND TAK IT UWA!”

hER WUZ U LAV StLUNS AFTR hIS, AND ALIS KOD ONLI HIR HWISPRZ
NO@ AND REN; SUZ AZ, “30R, £ DONT LK IT, YR ONR, AT AL, AT AL!”
“DU AZ £ TEL U, U KORD!” AND AT LAST %% SPRED OT HR HAND UGEN,
AND MAD UNURR SNAZ IN RI ER. RIS TiM RER WR TU LITUL 3RIKS,
AND MAR SONDZ UV BROQKUN GLAS. “HWUT U NUMBR UV KUKUMBR-
FRAMZ hER MUST BZ!” RAT ALIS. “+ WUNDR HWUT RAL DU NEKST! AZ
FAR POLI/ MT OT UV hU WINDQ, + ONLI WIS hA KOD! +tM 30R + DONT
WONT TU STA IN HIR ENI LAWGR!”

%I WATID FAR SUM TiM WIROQT HIRIV ENIRI/ MAR: AT LAST KAM U
RUMBLIV UV LITUL KORTWZILZ, AND hU SOND UV U GOD MENI VOSIZ
AL TAKIY TUGERR: 3 MAD OT AU WRDZ: “HWERZ hI URR LADR?—
HW4, + HADUNT TU BRIV BUT WUN; BILZ GOT hI URR—BIL! FEZ IT HIR,
LAD!—HIR, POT ‘EM UP AT RIS KARNR—NQ, T+ ‘EM TUGEhRR FRST—hA
DONT RE¢Z HAF Hi INUF YET—Q! hAL DU WEL INUF; DONT B%
PRTIKYULR—HIR, BIL! KAZ HOLD UV RIS RQP—WIL hU RUF BER?—
MiND RAT LUS SLAT—Q, ITS KUMIV DON! HEDZ BILQ!” (U LOD KRAB)—
"NO, HU DID hAT?—IT WUZ BIL, + FANSI-HUZ TU GQ DON hU ZIMNI?—
NA, £ SANT! U DU IT!'—RAT + WQNT, REN!—BILZ TU GQ DON—HIR, BIL!
hU MASTR SEZ YOR TU GQ DON hU ZIMNI!”

“Ql SQ BILZ GOT TU KUM DON hU €IMNI, HAZ HE?” SED ALIS TU
HRSELF. “3+, hA SEIM TU POT EVRIRIV UPON BIL! £ WODUNT B% IN
BILZ PLAS FAR U GOD DIL: RIS FRPLAS IZ NARQ, TU B 30R; BUT +
RIVK £ KAN KIK U LITUL!”

%I DRU HR FOT AZ FOR DON hU ZIMNI AZ 3% KOD, AND WATID TIL 3%
HRD U LITUL ANIMUL (3% KODUNT GES UV HWUT SART IT WUZ)
SKRAZI) AND SKRAMBLIV UBOT IN AU ZIMNI KLQS UBUV HR: REN,



SAI) TU HRSELF “RIS IZ BIL,” 3% GAV WUN B0RP KIK, AND WATID TU
ST HWUT WOD HAPUN NEKST.

AU FRST RIV 3T HRD WUZ U JENRUL KARUS UV “RER GQZ BIL!” REN AU
RABITS VOS ULAW—"KAZ HIM, U B+ AU HEJ!” hEN SiLUNS, AND REN
UNUhR KUNFUSUN UV VOSIZ—"HQLD UP HIZ HED—BRANDI NO—DQONT
ZQK HIM—HO WUZ IT, QLD FELQ? HWUT HAPUND TU U? TEL US AL UBOT
Im”

LAST KAM U LITUL FEIBUL, SKWIKIV VOS, (“hATS BIL,” RAT ALIS,)
“WEL, £ HORDLI NO—NQ MAR, RAVK YI; +tM BETR NO0—BUT tM U DIL TU
FLUSTRD TU TEL U—AL + NQ IZ, SUMRIV KUMZ AT MT LitK U JAK-IN-hU-
BOKS, AND UP 1 GQZ LiK U SK1-ROKUT!”

“SQ U DID, QLD FELQ!” SED hI UhRZ.

“WE MUST BRN hU HOS DON!” SED hU RABITS VOS; AND ALIS KALD OT
AZ LOD AZ 3T KOD, “IF U DU. tL SET DiNU AT U!”

hER WUZ U DED SiLUNS INSTUNTLI, AND ALIS RAT TU HRSELF, “t
WUNDR HWUT hA WIL DU NEKST! IF hA HAD ENI SENS, hAD TAK hU
RUF AF.” AFTR U MINIT AR TU, hA BIGAN MUVIV UBOT UGEN, AND
ALIS HRD hU RABIT SA, “U BARQFOL WIL DU, TU BIGIN WIR.”

“U BARQFOL UV HWUT?” RAT ALIS; BUT 3% HAD NOT LAW TU DOT, FAR
AU NEKST MQMUNT U 3OR UV LITUL PEBULZ KAM RATLIV IN AT AU
WINDQ, AND SUM UV hEM HIT HR IN hU FAS. “tL POT U STOP TU hIS,”
% SED TU HRSELF, AND 30TID OT, “UD BETR NOT DU RAT UGEN!”
HWIZ PRUDUST UNURR DED SiLUNS.

ALIS NQTUST WIh SUM SRPR1Z hAT hU PEBULZ WR AL TRNIV INTU
LITUL KAKS AZ hA LA ON hU FLAR, AND U BR1T tDIU KAM INTU HR
HED. “IF + ET WUN UV htZ KAKS,” 3% RAT, “ITS 30R TU MAK SUM
ZAN] IN Mt SiZ; AND AZ IT KANT POSUBLI MAK MZ LORIR, IT MUST
MAK MT SMALR, + SUPQZ.”

SQ 3T SWOLQD WUN UV AU KAKS, AND WUZ DIL+TUD TU FiND RAT 3%
BIGAN BRIVKIW DREKTLI. AZ SUN AZ 3T WUZ SMAL INUF TU GET RRU
hU DAR, T RAN OT UV AU HOS, AND FOND KW1T U KROD UV LITUL

ANUMULZ AND BRDZ WATIVW ©TSiD. hU POR LITUL LIZRD, BIL, WUZ IN



hU MIDUL, BXIV HELD UP Bt TU GINI-PIGZ, HU WR GIVIV IT SUMRIV
OT UV U BOTUL. hRA AL MAD U RUB AT ALIS AU MQMUNT %% UPIRD; BUT
2T RAN AF AZ HORD AZ 3% KOD, AND SUN FOND HRSELF SAF IN U RIK
WOD.

“AU FRST RIV tV GOT TU DU,” SED ALIS TU HRSELF, AZ ¥ WONDRD
UBOT IN hU WOD, “IZ TU GRQ TU Mt RiT SiZ UGEN; AND hU SEKUND
RIV IZ TU FAND Mt WA INTU hAT LUVLI GORDUN. + RIVK hAT WIL BE
hU BEST PLAN.”

IT SONDID AN EKSULUNT PLAN, NQ DOT, AND VERI NETLI AND SIMPLI
RANID; hI ONLI DIFIKULTI WUZ, RAT 3% HAD NOT AU SMALUST +D%U
HO TU SET UBOT IT; AND HW1L %% WUZ PIRIV UBOT AWKBUSLI UMUV)
AU TREZ, U LITUL BORP BORK JUST QVR HR HED MAD HR LOK UP IN U
GRAT HRI.

AN INARMUS PUPI WUZ LOKIV DON AT HR WIh LORJ ROND tZ, AND
FIBLI STRECIW OT WUN PA, TR:IV TU TUZ HR. “POR LITUL RIW!” SED
ALIS, IN U KQKSIV TON, AND % TRiD HORD TU HWISUL TU IT; BUT %%
WUZ TERUBLI FRETUND AL hU TiM AT hU RAT hAT IT M1T BT HUWGRI,
IN HWIZ KAS IT WOD Bf VERI L+KLI TU T HR UP IN SPiT UV AL HR
KQKSIW.

HORDLI NQIW HWUT 3% DID, 3% PIKT UP U LITUL BIT UV STIK, AND
HELD IT OT TU hU PUPI; HWERUPON hU PUPI JUMPT INTU RI ER AF AL
ITS FET AT WUNS, WIR U YELP UV DILtT, AND RUBT AT AU STIK, AND
MAD BILEV TU WRI IT; hEN ALIS DOJD BIHiND U GRAT RISUL, TU KIP
HRSELF FRUM BZIV RUN QVR; AND AU MOQMUNT %% UPIRD ON RI URR
SiD, AU PUPI MAD UNURR RUB AT AU STIK, AND TUMBULD HED QVR
HELZ IN ITS HRI TU GET HQLD UV IT; hEN ALIS, RIVKIVW IT WUZ VERI
LiK HAVIV U GAM UV PLA WIh U KORT-HARS, AND IKSPEKTIV) EVRI
MQOMUNT TU BE TRAMPULD UNDR ITS FZT, RAN ROND hU RISUL UGEN;
REN AU PUPI BIGAN U SIRIZ UV ART ZORJIZ AT AU STIK, RUNIV U
VERI LITUL WA FARWRDZ ¢ TiM AND U LAY WA BAK, AND BORKIV
HARSLI AL hU HWzL, TIL AT LAST IT SAT DON U GOD WA AF, PANTIV),
WIR ITS TUW HAWIW OT UV ITS MOFR, AND ITS GRAT +Z HAF 3UT.

RIS SIMD TU ALIS U GOD OPRTUNUTI FAR MAKIW HR ISKAP; SQ 3%
SET AF AT WUNS, AND RAN TIL 3% WUZ KW1T T+RD AND OT UV BRER,
AND TIL hU PUPIZ BORK SONDID KWiT FANT IN hU DISTUNS.



“AND YET HWUT U DIR LITUL PUPI IT WUZ!” SED ALIS, AZ 3% LIND
UGENST U BUTRKUP TU REST HRSELF, AND FAND HRSELF WIR WUN UV
AU LEVZ: “+ 30D HAV LiKT TEZIV IT TRIKS VERI MUZ, IF—IF D QNLI
BIN hU R+T StZ TU DU IT! Q DIR! D NIRLI FRGOTUN hAT 1V GOT TU
GRQ UP UGEN! LET MT ST—HO IZ IT TU B MANIJD? + SUPQZ + AT TU
IT AR DRIVK SUMRIV AR URR; BUT hU GRAT KWESEZUN IZ, HWUT?”

AU GRAT KWESZUN SRTUNLI WUZ, HWUT? ALIS LOKT AL ROND HR AT
hU FLORZ AND hU BLADZ UV GRAS, BUT %% DID NOT St ENIRIV RAT
LOKT LK hU RiT RIV TU ET AR DRIVK UNDR hU SRKUMSTANSIZ. hER
WUZ U LORJ MUBRUM GRQIV NIR HR, UBOT AU SAM HiT AZ HRSELF;
AND HWEN %% HAD LOKT UNDR IT, AND ON BQR SiDZ UV IT, AND
BIHAND IT, IT UKRD TU HR RAT 3% M+iT AZ WEL LOK AND ST HWUT
WUZ ON hU TOP UV IT.

%I STREZT HRSELF UP ON TIPTQ, AND PEPT QVR RI EJ UV hU MUZRUM,
AND HR tZ IMIDIITLI MET hQZ UV U LOR] KATRPILR, hAT WUZ SITIV
ON hU TOP WIh ITS ORMZ FQLDID, KW1UTLI SMQKIV U LAV HOKU,
AND TAKIV NOT hU SMALUST NQTIS UV HR AR UV ENIRIV ELS.



ZAPTR 5
ADV1S FRUM U KATRPILR

AU KATRPILR AND ALIS LOKT AT ¢ URR FAR SUM TiM IN StLUNS: AT
LAST hU KATRPILR TOK hU HOKU OT UV ITS MOR, AND UDREST HR IN
U LAWGWUD, SLIPI VOS.

“HU OR U?” SED hU KATRPILR.

RIS WUZ NOT AN ENKRIJIV QPUNIV FAR U KONVRSABUN. ALIS RIPL1D,
RARR 3iLI, “t—t HORDLI NQ, SR, JUST AT PREZUNT—AT LIST + NQ HU
+ WUZ HWEN t GOT UP hIS MARNIV, BUT t RIVK £ MUST HAV BIN
ZANID SEVRUL TtMZ SINS REN.”

“HWUT DU U MiIN Bt hAT?” SED hU KATRPILR STRNLE. “IKSPLAN
YORSELF!”

“t KANT IKSPLAN M1SELF, 1M UFRAD, SR ” SED ALIS, “BIKAZ tM NOT
M1tSELF, U ST.”

“t DONT S%,” SED hU KATRPILR.

“tM UFRAD 1 KANT POT IT MAR KLIRLI,” ALIS RIPL1iD VERI PUL1TLI,
“FAR £ KANT UNDRSTAND IT M1SELF TU BIGIN WIh; AND BXIV SQ
MENI DIFRUNT StZIZ IN U DA IZ VERI KUNFUZIW.”

“IT TZUNT,” SED hU KATRPILR.

“WEL, PRHAPS U HAVUNT FOND IT SQ YET,” SED ALIS; “BUT HWEN U
HAV TU TRN INTU U KRISULIS—U WIL SUM DA, U NO—AND hEN AFTR
RAT INTU U BUTRFL4, £ 30D RIVK YUL FEIL IT U LITUL KWIR, WQONT
u?”

“NOT U BIT,” SED hU KATRPILR.

“WEL, PRHAPS YOR FILIVZ MA BT DIFRUNT,” SED ALIS; “AL + NQ IZ,
IT WOD FIL VERI KWIR TU M%.”



“U!l” SED AU KATRPILR KUNTEMPZUUSLI. “HU OR U?”

HWIZ BRAT hEM BAK UGEN TU AU BIGINIVY UV AU KONVRSABUN. ALIS
FELT U LITUL IRUTATUD AT hU KATRPILRZ MAKIV SUZ VERI 3ART
RIMORKS, AND %% DRU HRSELF UP AND SED, VERI GRAVLI, “+ RIVK U
AT TU TEL M HU U OR FRST.”

“HW1?” SED hU KATRPILR.

HIR WUZ UNURR PUZLIV KWESEZUN; AND AZ ALIS KOD NOT RIWK UV ENI
GOD RTZUN, AND AZ hU KATRPILR SEMD TU BT IN U VERI UNPLEZUNT
STAT UV MiND, 3% TRND UWA.

“KUM BAK!” hU KATRPILR KALD AFTR HR. “tV SUMRIV IMPARTUNT TU
SAl”

hIS SONDID PROMUSIV, SRTUNLI: ALIS TRND AND KAM BAK UGEN.
“KEP YOR TEMPR,” SED hU KATRPILR.

“IZ RAT AL?” SED ALIS, SWOLQIV/ DON HR AWGR AZ WEL AZ 3% KOD.
“NQ,” SED hU KATRPILR.

ALIS RAT 3T MiT AZ WEL WAT, AZ 3% HAD NURIV ELS TU DU, AND
PRHAPS AFTR AL IT M1T TEL HR SUMRIV WRR HIRIW. FAR SUM
MINUTS IT PUFT UWA WIhOT SPEKIV), BUT AT LAST IT UNFQOLDUD ITS
ORMZ, TOK hU HOKU OT UV ITS MOR UGEN, AND SED, “SQ U RIVK YOR
¢ANID, DU U?”

“tM UFRAD 1 AM, SR,” SED ALIS; “t KANT RIMEMBR RIVZ AZ + UZD—
AND + DONT KIP hU SAM SiZ FAR TEN MINUTS TUGERhR!”

“KANT RIMEMBR HWUT RIVZ?” SED hU KATRPILR.

“WEL, tV TRiD TU SA ‘HO DAR RU LITUL BIZI BE,” BUT IT AL KAM
DIFRUNT!” ALIS RIPLiD IN U VERI MELUNKOLI VOS.

“RIPZIT, ‘U OR QLD, FOhR WILYUM,” SED hU KATRPILR.



ALIS FQLDID HR HANDZ, AND BIGAN:—

“U OR QLD, FOhR WILYUM,” hU YU MAN SED,
“AND YOR HER HAZ BIKUM VERI HW4T;

AND YET U INSESUNTLI STAND ON YOR HED—
DU U RIVK, AT YOR AJ, IT IZ RiT?"?

“IN Mt UR,” FORR WILYUM RIPL1D TU HIZ SUN,
“+ FIRD IT M1T INJR hU BRAN;

BUT, NO RAT tM PRFIKTLI 30R + HAV NUN,
HW1, £ DU IT UGEN AND UGEN.”

“U OR QLD,” SED RI UR, “AZ £+ MENSUND BIFAR,
AND HAV GRON MQST UNKOMUNLI FAT;

YET U TRND U BAK-SUMRSALT IN AT hU DAR—
PRA, HWUT IZ hU RTZUN UV hAT?"?

“IN Mt UR,” SED AU SAJ, AZ HE 30K HIZ GRA LOKS,
“t KEPT AL Mt LIMZ VERI SUPUL

Bt AU US UV RIS ONTMUNT—WUN SILIV AU BOKS—
UL® ME TU SEL U U KUPUL?”

“U OR QLD,” SED hI UR, “AND YOR JAZ OR TU WIK
FAR ENIRIV TUFR hAN SUET;

YET U FINIST AU GUS, WIRh AU BONZ AND hU BIK—
PRA HO DID U MANIJ TU DU IT?”

“IN Mt UR,” SED HIZ FORR, “t TOK TU hU LA,
AND ORGLUD ¢ KAS WIh M1 WiF;

AND hU MUSKYULR STREWKR, HWIZ IT GAV TU M+t JA,
HAZ LASTID hU REST UV Mt LtF.”

“U OR QLD,” SED hI UR, “WUN WOD HORDLI SUPQZ
hAT YOR + WUZ AZ STEDT AZ EVR,;

YET U BALUNST AN IL ON hI END UV YOR NQZ—
HWUT MAD U SQ AFLI KLEVR?"?

“+ HAV ANSRD RRT KWESZUNZ, AND RAT IZ INUF,”
SED HIZ FORR; “DONT GIV YORSELF ERZ!



DU U RIWK + KAN LISUN AL DA TU SUZ STUF?
BI AF, AR 1L KIK U DON STERZ!"?

“hAT IZ NOT SED R1T,” SED hU KATRPILR.

“NOT KW1T R+T, M UFRAD,” SED ALIS, TIMIDLI; “SUM UV hU WRDZ
HAV GOT ALTRD.”

“IT IZ RAV FRUM BIGINIV TU END,” SED hU KATRPILR DIS+DUDLI,
AND hER WUZ SiLUNS FAR SUM MINUTS.

hU KATRPILR WUZ hU FRST TU SPIK.
“HWUT StZ DU U WONT TU BE?” IT ASKT.

“Q, £tM NOT PRTIKYULR AZ TU StZ,” ALIS HASTILI RIPLiD; “ONLI WUN
DUZUNT LiK ZANJIV SQ AFUN, U NQ.”

“t DONT NQ,” SED hU KATRPILR.

ALIS SED NURIW: 3% HAD NEVR BIN SQ MUZ KONTRUDIKTUD IN HR L1F
BIFAR, AND 3% FELT RAT 3% WUZ LUZIV HR TEMPR.

“OR U KONTENT N@?” SED hU KATRPILR.

“WEL, + 30D LiK TU BT U LITUL LORIJR, SR, IF U WODUNT MiND,” SED
ALIS: “RRE INCIZ IZ SUZ U REZID HiT TU B.”

“IT IZ U VERI GOD H1T INDID!” SED hU KATRPILR AWGRILI, RIRIV
ITSELF UPRLT AZ IT SPQK (IT WUZ IGZAKTLI RRE INZIZ Hi).

“BUT M NOT UZD TU IT!” PLEIDID POR ALIS IN U PITIUS TQN. AND 3%
RAT UV HRSELF, “+ WIS AU KRIZRZ WODUNT BT SQ FZULI UFENDID!”

“YOL GET UZD TU IT IN TiM,” SED hU KATRPILR; AND IT POT hu
HOKU INTU ITS M@R AND BIGAN SMQKIV) UGEN.

RIS TiM ALIS WATID PABUNTLI UNTIL IT €QZ TU SPEIK UGEN. IN U
MINIT AR TU hU KATRPILR TOK hU HOKU OT UV ITS MOR AND YAND
WUNS AR TW1S, AND 30K ITSELF. REN IT GOT DON AF AU MUZRUM,



AND KRALD UWA IN hU GRAS, MIRLI RIMORKIV AZ IT WENT, “WUN
SiD WIL MAK U GRQ TALR, AND hI URR SiD WIL MAK U GRQ 3ARTR.”

“WUN S1D UV HWUT? hI UhR SiD UV HWUT?” RAT ALIS TU HRSELF.

“UV AU MUBRUM,” SED AU KATRPILR, JUST AZ IF 3% HAD ASKT IT
ULOD; AND IN UNURR MQOMUNT IT WUZ OT UV S+T.

ALIS RIMAND LOKIW RATFULI AT AU MUSRUM FAR U MINIT, TRtIV TU

MAK OT HWIZ WR hU TU SiDZ UV IT; AND AZ IT WUZ PRFIKTLI ROND,
BT FOND RIS U VERI DIFIKULT KWESZUN. HOEVR, AT LAST 3T STREZT
HR ORMZ ROND IT AZ FOR AZ hA WOD GQ, AND BROK AF U BIT UV hI

EJ WIh € HAND.

“AND NO HWIZ IZ HWIZ?” 3% SED TU HRSELF, AND NIBULD U LITUL UV
AU RiT-HAND BIT TU TRt RI IFEKT: AU NEKST MQMUNT 3% FELT U
ViULUNT BLQ UNDRNZR HR ZIN: IT HAD STRUK HR FOT!

%I WUZ U GOD DIL FRiTUND Bt RIS VERI SUDUN ZANJ, BUT 3% FELT
RAT RER WUZ NQ TiM TU BX LAST, AZ 3T WUZ 3RIVKIV RAPIDLI; SQ
%I SET TU WRK AT WUNS TU IT SUM UV RI URR BIT. HR ZIN WUZ
PREST SQ KLQSLI UGENST HR FOT, hAT hER WUZ HORDLI RUM TU
QPUN HR MOF; BUT 3% DID IT AT LAST, AND MANIJD TU SwoLQ U
MARSUL UV hU LEFT-HAND BIT.

“KUM, Mt HEDZ FRE AT LAST!” SED ALIS IN U TON UV DILiT, HWIZ
ZANID INTU ULORM IN UNURR MQMUNT, HWEN % FOND RAT HR
SQLDRZ WR NQHWER TU BX FOND: AL 3T KOD S%, HWEN %% LOKT DON,
WUZ AN IMENS LEWKR UV NEK, HWIZ SIMD TU RiZ LiK U STAK OT UV
U ST UV GRIN LTVZ hAT LA FOR BILQ HR.

“HWUT KAN AL hAT GREIN STUF BE?” SED ALIS. “AND HWER HAV Mt
POLDRZ GOT TU? AND Q, Mt POR HANDZ, HO IZ IT + KANT St U?” 3%
WUZ MUVIV REM UBOT AZ 3% SPQK, BUT NQ RIZULT SIMD TU FOLQ,
IKSEPT U LITUL 3AKIV UMUW AU DISTUNT GREIN LIVZ.



AZ RER SEIMD TU BE NQ ZANS UV GETIVW HR HANDZ UP TU HR HED, 3%
TRiD TU GET HR HED DON TU hEM, AND WUZ DIL:+TUD TU FAND hAT
HR NEK WOD BEND UBOT FZULI IN ENI DIREKBUN, LtK U SRPUNT. 3%
HAD JUST SUKSIDID IN KRVIV IT DON INTU U GRASFUL ZIGZAG, AND
WUZ GQIV TU D1V IN UMUK AU LEVZ, HWIZ 3% FOND TU BE NURIV BUT
AU TOPS UV AU TREZ UNDR HWIZ %% HAD BIN WONDRIV, HWEN U 30RP
HIS MAD HR DRA BAK IN U HRI: U LORJ PIJUN HAD FLON INTU HR FAS,
AND WUZ BETIV HR ViULUNTLI WIh ITS WIWZ.

“SRPUNT!” SKREMD hU PIJUN.
“tM NOT U SRPUNT!” SED ALIS INDIGNUNTLI. “LET MZ ULQON!”

“SRPUNT, £ SA UGEN!” RIPETID hU PIJUN, BUT IN U MAR SUBDUD TOQON,
AND ADID WIh U KiND UV SOB, “1V TRiD EVRI WA, AND NURIV) SEIMZ
TU SUT hEM!”

“t+ HAVUNT hU LEST £DIU HWUT YOR TAKIV UBOT,” SED ALIS.

“tV TRiD hU RUTS UV TREZ, AND 1V TRiD BAWKS, AND 1V TRiD
HEJIZ,” hU PIJUN WENT ON, WIhOT UTENDIV TU HR; “BUT hQZ
SRPUNTS! hERZ NQ PLEZIV) hEM!”

ALIS WUZ MAR AND MAR PUZULD, BUT @% RAT RER WUZ NQ US IN SAIV
ENIRIV MAR TIL AU PIJUN HAD FINIST.

“AZ IF IT WOZUNT TRUBUL INUF HAZIV hI EGZ,” SED hU PIJUN; “BUT +
MUST BE ON hU LOK-OT FAR SRPUNTS NiT AND DA! HW4, + HAVUNT
HAD U WIWK UV SLIP hiZ RRT WIKS!”

“tM VERI SORI UV BIN UNOD,” SED ALIS, HU WUZ BIGINIV TU ST ITS
MENIV.

“AND JUST AZ D TAKUN hU HtUST TRE IN hU WOD,” KUNTINUD hU
PIJUN, RAZIV ITS VOS TU U 3RIK, “AND JUST AZ + WUZ RIVKIV t 30D
BE FRT UV hEM AT LAST, hA MUST NIDZ KUM RIGLIV DON FRUM hu
SK1! UG, SRPUNT!”

“BUT M NOT U SRPUNT, + TEL U!” SED ALIS. “tM U—tM U-"



“WEL! HWUT OR U?” SED hU PIJUN. “t KAN ST YOR TR+IV TU INVENT
SUMRIW!”

“t+—+M U LITUL GRL,” SED ALIS, RARR DOTFOLI, AZ 3 RIMEMBRD RU
NUMBR UV €ANJIZ T HAD GAN RRU RAT DA.

“U LKLI STARI INDID!” SED hU PIJUN IN U TON UV hU DIPUST
KUNTEMPT. “1V SEIN U GOD MENI LITUL GRLZ IN Mt TiM, BUT NEVR
WUN WIh SUZ U NEK AZ RAT! NQ, NQ! YOR U SRPUNT; AND hERZ NQ US
DINtIV IT. + SUPQZ YUL B TELIW MI NEKST RAT U NEVR TASTID AN
EG!”

“t HAV TASTID EGZ, SRTUNLI,” SED ALIS, HU WUZ U VERI TRURFUL
Z1LD; “BUT LITUL GRLZ ET EGZ KW1T AZ MUZ AZ SRPUNTS DU, U NQ.”

“+ DONT BILEV IT,” SED hU PIJUN; “BUT IF hA DU, HW+ hEN RER U
KiND UV SRPUNT, hATS AL 1 KAN SA.”

RIS WUZ SUZ U NU $DIU TU ALIS, RAT 3 WUZ KW1T StLUNT FAR U
MINIT AR TU, HWIZ GAV hU PIJUN hI OPRTUNUTI UV ADIV, “YOR
LOKIV FAR EGZ, £ NQ hAT WEL INUF; AND HWUT DUZ IT MATR TU M%
HWEhR YOR U LITUL GRL AR U SRPUNT?”

“IT MATRZ U GOD DIL TU MZE,” SED ALIS HASTILI; “BUT M NOT
LOKIV FAR EGZ, AZ IT HAPUNZ; AND IF + WUZ, £ 3ODUNT WONT YORZ:
t+ DONT LK hEM RA.”

“WEL, BT AF, hEN!” SED hU PIJUN IN U SULKI TQON, AZ IT SETULD DON
UGEN INTU ITS NEST. ALIS KROZT DON UMUV/ AU TREIZ AZ WEL AZ %%
KOD, FAR HR NEK KEPT GETIV/ ENTAWGULD UMUY hU BRANZIZ, AND
EVRI NO AND REN 3% HAD TU STOP AND UNTWIST IT. AFTR U HW1iL 3%
RIMEMBRD RAT %% STIL HELD AU PESIZ UV MUBRUM IN HR HANDZ,
AND %% SET TU WRK VERI KERFULI, NIBLIW FRST AT WUN AND REN AT
hI URR, AND GRQIV SUMTiMZ TALR AND SUMTiMZ SARTR, UNTIL 3%
HAD SUKSIDID IN BRIVIW HRSELF DON TU HR USOUUL H4T.

IT WUZ SQ LAWK SINS 3% HAD BIN ENIRIW/ NIR AU RiT SiZ, hAT IT
FELT KW1T STRANJ AT FRST; BUT 3% GOT UZD TU IT IN U FU MINUTS,
AND BIGAN TAKIV TU HRSELF, AZ USUUL. “KUM, hERZ HAF M1 PLAN
DUN NO! HO PUZLIV AL hEZ ZANJIZ OR! M NEVR 30R HWUT tM GQIV



TU BE, FRUM WUN MINIT TU UNUhR! HOEVR, 1V GOT BAK TU Mt R1T
SitZ: hU NEKST RIV IZ, TU GET INTU hAT BUTIFUL GORDUN—HO IZ hAT
TU B DUN, + WUNDR?” AZ %T SED RIS, 3 KAM SUDUNLI UPON AN
OPUN PLAS, WIh U LITUL HOS IN IT UBOT FAR FET Hi. “HUEVR LIVZ
hER,” RAT ALIS, “ITUL NEVR DU TU KUM UPON hEM RIS SitZ: HWt, t
30D FR:TUN REM QT UV RER WITS!” SQ 3% BIGAN NIBLIVY AT hU RiT-
HAND BIT UGEN, AND DID NOT VENZR TU GQ NIR AU HOS TIL 3% HAD
BRAT HRSELF DON TU NiN INZIZ Hi.



ZAPTR 6
PIG AND PEPR

FAR U MINIT AR TU %% STOD LOKI/ AT AU HOS, AND WUNDRIV HWUT
TU DU NEKST, HWEN SUDUNLI U FOTMUN IN LIVRI KAM RUNIV QT UV
AU WOD—(%E KUNSIDRD HIM TU BX U FOTMUN BIKAZ HE WUZ IN
LIVRI: UhRRW1Z, JUJIV Bt HIZ FAS QNLI, 3% WOD HAV KALD HIM U
FI3)—AND RAPT LODLI AT AU DAR WIR HIZ NUKULZ. IT WUZ QPUND Bt
UNURR FOTMUN IN LIVRI, WIRh U ROND FAS, AND LORJ tZ LK U FROG;
AND BQR FOTMEN, ALIS NQTUST, HAD PODRD HER hAT KRLD AL QVR
RER HEDZ. 3% FELT VERI KYORIUS TU NQ HWUT IT WUZ AL UBOT, AND
KREPT U LITUL WA OT UV hU WOD TU LISUN.

hU FI3-FOTMUN BIGAN B+ PRUDUSIV/ FRUM UNDR HIZ ORM U GRAT
LETR, NIRLI AZ LORJ AZ HIMSELF, AND hIS HE HANDID QVR TU hI
URR, SAI, IN U SOLUM TQON, “FAR AU DUZUS. AN INVITASUN FRUM RU
KWIN TU PLA KRQKA.” hU FROG-FOTMUN RIPETID, IN hU SAM SOLUM
TON, ONLI ZANJIV hI ARDR UV AU WRDZ U LITUL, “FRUM AU KWiIN. AN
INVITABUN FAR AU DUZUS TU PLA KRQKA.”

hEN hA BOR BOD LQ, AND hER KRLZ GOT ENTAWGULD TUGERR.

ALIS LAFT SQ MUZ AT RIS, RAT % HAD TU RUN BAK INTU AU WOD
FAR FIR UV RER HIRIV HR; AND HWEN 3T NEKST PIPT OT hU FI%-
FOTMUN WUZ GAN, AND hI UhR WUZ SITIV ON hU GROND NIR hU DAR,
STERIV STUPUDLI UP INTU hU SKt.

ALIS WENT TIMIDLI UP TU hU DAR, AND NOKT.

“hERZ NQ SART UV US IN NOKIW,” SED hU FOTMUN, “AND hAT FAR TU
REZUNZ. FRST, BIKAZ tM ON hU SAM SiD UV hU DAR AZ U OR;
SEKUNDLI, BIKAZ hER MAKIV SUZ U NOZ INSiD, NQ WUN KOD
POSUBLI HIR U.” AND SRTUNLI hER WUZ U MQST IKSTRARDUNERI NOZ
GQIV ON WIRIN—U KONSTUNT HOLIV AND SNEZIW, AND EVRI N© AND
REN U GRAT KRA®, AZ IF U DI AR KETUL HAD BIN BRQKUN TU PESIZ.

“PLTZ, hEN,” SED ALIS, “HO AM + TU GET IN?”



“hER MiT BT SUM SENS IN YOR NOKIW,” hU FOTMUN WENT ON WIRhOT
UTENDIV TU HR, “IF W HAD hU DAR BITWZEN US. FAR INSTUNS, IF U
WR INS1D, U MiT NOK, AND t KOD LET U OT, U NQ.” HE WUZ LOKIV
UP INTU hU SKt AL hU TiM HE WUZ SPEIKIV, AND hIS ALIS RAT
DIS+DUDLI UNSIVUL. “BUT PRHAPS HE KANT HELP IT,” 3% SED TU
HRSELF; “HIZ +Z OR SQ VERI NIRLI AT hU TOP UV HIZ HED. BUT AT
ENI RAT HE MiT ANSR KWESZUNZ.—HO AM t TU GET IN?” 3% RIPEITID,
ULQD.

“t SAL SIT HIR,” AU FOTMUN RIMORKT, “TIL TUMARQ—"

AT hIS MOMUNT hU DAR UV hU HOS QPUND, AND U LORJ PLAT KAM
SKIMIV O©T, STRAT AT hU FOTMUNZ HED: IT JUST GRAZD HIZ NQZ, AND
BROK TU PESIZ UGENST WUN UV hU TRIZ BIHiND HIM.

“—AR NEKST DA, MABI,” hU FOTMUN KUNTINUD IN AU SAM TQN,
IGZAKTLI AZ IF NURIV HAD HAPUND.

“HO AM t TU GET IN?” ASKT ALIS UGEN, IN U LODR TON.

“OR U TU GET IN AT AL?” SED hU FOTMUN. “RATS hU FRST KWESZUN,
U NQ.”

IT WUZ, NQ DOT: ONLI ALIS DID NOT LiK TU BT TQLD SQ. “ITS RTIULI
DREDFUL,” 3% MUTRD TU HRSELF, “AU WA AL AU KREZRZ ORGL. ITS
INUF TU DRtV WUN KRAZI!”

hU FOTMUN SEMD TU RIVK hIS U GOD OPRTUNUTI FAR RIPETIV HIZ
RIMORK, WIh VERIABUNZ. “+ BAL SIT HIR,” HE SED, “ON AND AF, FAR
DAZ AND DAZ.”

“BUT HWUT AM 1 TU DU?” SED ALIS.

“ENIRIV U LtK,” SED hU FOTMUN, AND BIGAN HWISLIV.

“Q, hERZ NQ US IN TAKIV TU HIM,” SED ALIS DESPRITLI: “HEZ
PRFIKTLI IDIOTIK!” AND 3% QPUND hU DAR AND WENT IN.



hU DAR LED RiT INTU U LORJ KIZUN, HWIZ WUZ FOL UV SMQK FRUM
WUN END TU hI URR: AU DUZUS WUZ SITIV ON U RRE-LEGID STOUL IN
hU MIDUL, NRSIV U BABI; hU KOK WUZ LENIV QVR hU FiR, STRIV U
LOR] KALDRUN HWI¢Z SEIMD TU B FOL UV SUP.

“hERZ SRTUNLI TU MUZ PEPR IN hAT SUP!” ALIS SED TU HRSELF, AZ
WEL AZ 3% KOD FAR SNEZIW.

hER WUZ SRTUNLI TU MUZ UV IT IN hI ER. TVUN hU DUZUS SNiZD
UKASUNULI; AND AZ FAR hU BABI, IT WUZ SNEZI) AND HOLIV
ALTRNUTLI WIRQT U MQMUNTS PAZ. hI ONLI RIWZ IN AU KIZUN RAT
DID NOT SNiZ, WR hU KOK, AND U LORJ KAT HWIZ WUZ SITI/ ON hU
HORR AND GRINIV FRUM IR TU IR.

“PLE¥Z WOD U TEL M%,” SED ALIS, U LITUL TIMIDLI, FAR 3% WUZ NOT
KW1T 30R HWERR IT WUZ GOD MANRZ FAR HR TU SPIK FRST, “HWit
YOR KAT GRINZ LiK hAT?”

“ITS U ZEBR KAT,” SED hU DUZUS, “AND RATS HW#. PIG!”

I SED hU LAST WRD WIR SUZ SUDUN ViULUNS RAT ALIS KWiT
JUMPT; BUT 3T SA IN UNURR MQMUNT RAT IT WUZ UDREST TU AU
BABI, AND NOT TU HR, SQ 3% TOK KRUJ, AND WENT ON UGEN:—

“t DIDUNT NQ RAT ZESR KATS ALWIZ GRIND; IN FAKT, £ DIDUNT NQ
hAT KATS KOD GRIN.”

“hA AL KAN,” SED hU DUZUS; “AND MQST UV ‘EM DU.”

“t DONT NQ UV ENI hAT DU,” ALIS SED VERI PUL1TLI, FELI KW1T
PLEZD TU HAV GOT INTU U KONVRSABUN.

“U DONT NQ MUZ,” SED hU DUZUS; “AND RATS U FAKT.”

ALIS DID NOT AT AL LK hU TON UV hIS RIMORK, AND RAT IT WOD
BE AZ WEL TU INTRUDUS SUM URR SUBJEKT UV KONVRSASUN. HWiL
3T WUZ TRIW TU FIKS ON WUN, AU KOK TOK RU KALDRUN UV SUP AF
hU F1R, AND AT WUNS SET TU WRK RRQIV EVRIRI/ WIRIN HR RIZ AT
hU DUZUS AND hU BABI—RU F1R-1RNZ KAM FRST; hEN FOLQD U 30R



UV SASPANZ, PLATS, AND DIBIZ. iU DUZUS TOK NQ NQTIS UV REM
IVUN HWEN hA HIT HR; AND hU BABI WUZ HOLIW SQ MUZ ALREDI, hAT
IT WUZ KW1T IMPOSUBUL TU SA HWEhR hU BLQZ HRT IT AR NOT.

“Q, PL¥Z MiND HWUT YOR DUIW!” KRiD ALIS, JUMPIV UP AND DON IN
AN AGUNI UV TERR. “Q, hER GQZ HIZ PRESUS NQZ ”; AZ AN UNUSUWULI
LORJ SASPAN FLU KLQS B+t IT, AND VERI NIRLI KARID IT AF.

“IF EVRIBODI MiNDID RER QN BIZNIS,” AU DUZUS SED IN U HARS
GROL, “hU WRLD WOD GQ ROND U DIL FASTR hAN IT DUZ.”

“HWIZ WOD NOT BE AN ADVANTIJ,” SED ALIS, HU FELT VERI GLAD TU
GET AN OPRTUNUTI UV QI AF U LITUL UV HR NOLIJ. “JUST RIVK UV
HWUT WRK IT WOD MAK WIh hU DA AND NiT! U ST hI RR TAKS
TWENTI-FAR ORZ TU TRN ROND ON ITS AKSUS—"

“TAKIV UV AKSIZ,” SED hU DUZUS, “€OP AF HR HED!”

ALIS GLANST RARR AWKRBUSLI AT AU KOK, TU ST IF 3 MENT TU TAK
hU HINT; BUT hU KOK WUZ BIZULI STRIV hU SUP, AND SEIMD NOT TU
BE LISUNIV, SQ 3T WENT ON UGEN: “TWENTI-FAR ORZ, + RIVK; AR IZ
IT TWELV? 17

“Q, DONT BOhR M%,” SED hU DUZUS; “+ NEVR KOD UBiD FIGYRZ!”
AND WIR RAT %% BIGAN NRSIV HR €+LD UGEN, SIWVIW U SART UV
LULUBt TU IT AZ 3% DID SQ, AND GIVIV IT U ViULUNT BAK AT RI END
UV EVRI LiN:

“SPIK RUFLI TU YOR LITUL BO,
AND BET HIM HWEN HE SNIZIZ:
HE ONLI DUZ IT TU UNO,

BIKAZ HE NQZ IT TZIZ.”?

KARUS.
(IN HWIZ hU KOK AND hU BABI JOND):—

“WO! WO!I Wo!”



HW1L AU DUZUS SAK RU SEKUND VRS UV hU SAW, 3T KEPT TASIV RU
BABI ViULUNTLI UP AND DON, AND hU POR LITUL RIV HOLD SQ, hAT
ALIS KOD HORDLI HIR hU WRDZ:—

“+ SPIK SUVIRLI TU Mt BO,
t+ BET HIM HWEN HE SNIZIZ;
FAR HE KAN RRULI ENJO

hU PEPR HWEN HE PLTZIZ!"?

KARUS.
“WO! WOI Wo!”

“HIR! U MA NRS IT U BIT, IF U LiK!” AU DUZUS SED TU ALIS, FLIVIV
AU BABI AT HR AZ 3% SPQK. “+ MUST GQ AND GET REDI TU PLA
KRQKA WIR AU KWIN,” AND %% HRID QT UV AU RUM. AU KOK RRU U
FR1IW-PAN AFTR HR AZ 3T WENT OT, BUT IT JUST MIST HR.

ALIS KAT AU BABI WIR SUM DIFIKULTI, AZ IT WUZ U KWIR-BAPT
LITUL KRIZR, AND HELD QT ITS ORMZ AND LEGZ IN AL DIREKBUNZ,
“JUST LtK U STOR-FIB,” RAT ALIS. AU POR LITUL RIV WUZ SNARTIV
L+K U STEM-ENJUN HWEN %% KAT IT, AND KEPT DUBULIV ITSELF UP
AND STRATUNIV ITSELF OT UGEN, SQ hAT ALTUGERR, FAR hU FRST
MINIT AR TU, IT WUZ AZ MUZ AZ %% KOD DU TU HQLD IT.

AZ SUN AZ 3% HAD MAD OT AU PROPR WA UV NRSIV IT, (HWIZ WUZ
TU TWIST IT UP INTU U SART UV NOT, AND hEN KIP TiT HQOLD UV ITS
RiT IR AND LEFT FOT, SQ AZ TU PRIVENT ITS UNDUIW ITSELF,) 3%
KARID IT OT INTU RI QPUN ER. “IF + DONT TAK RIS €1LD UWA WIh
M%,” RAT ALIS, “RER B0R TU KIL IT IN U DA AR TU: WODUNT IT BX
MRDR TU LTV IT BIHiND?” %% SED hU LAST WRDZ QT LOD, AND RU
LITUL RIV GRUNTID IN RIPL: (IT HAD LEFT AF SNIZIV Bt RIS TiM).
“DONT GRUNT,” SED ALIS; “hATS NOT AT AL U PROPR WA UV
IKSPRESIV) YORSELF.”

AU BABI GRUNTID UGEN, AND ALIS LOKT VERI AWKBUSLI INTU ITS FAS
TU ST HWUT WUZ hU MATR WIh IT. hER KOD BE NQ DOT hAT IT HAD U
VERI TRN-UP NQZ, MUZ MAR LiK U SNOT RAN U RTUL NQZ; ALSQ ITS
tZ WR GETIV IKSTREMLI SMAL FAR U BABI: ALTUGERR ALIS DID NOT
LtK AU LOK UV AU RIW AT AL. “BUT PRHAPS IT WUZ QNLI SOBIW,” 3%
RAT, AND LOKT INTU ITS 1Z UGEN, TU ST IF hER WR ENI TIRZ.



NQ, hER WR NQ TIRZ. “IF YOR GQIV TU TRN INTU U PIG, Mt DIR,”
SED ALIS, SIRTUSLI, “tL HAV NURIV MAR TU DU WIh U. MiND NO!” hU
POR LITUL RIV SOBD UGEN (AR GRUNTID, IT WUZ IMPOSUBUL TU SA
HWIZ), AND hRA WENT ON FAR SUM HW1L IN S1LUNS.

ALIS WUZ JUST BIGINIV TU RIWK TU HRSELF, “NO, HWUT AM t+ TU DU
WIR RIS KREZR HWEN + GET IT HOM?” HWEN IT GRUNTID UGEN, SQ
ViULUNTLI, RAT 3% LOKT DON INTU ITS FAS IN SUM ULORM. RIS TiM
hER KOD BE NQ MISTAK UBQOT IT: IT WUZ NEhR MAR NAR LES hAN U
PIG, AND 3% FELT RAT IT WOD BE KW1T ABSRD FAR HR TU KERI IT
FRhR.

SQ %% SET AU LITUL KRIZR DON, AND FELT KW+T RILEVD TU S% IT
TROT UWA KW1UTLI INTU U WOD. “IF IT HAD GRQN UP,” 3% SED TU
HRSELF, “IT WOD HAV MAD U DREDFULI UGLI €+LD: BUT IT MAKS
RARR U HANSUM PIG, t RIVK.” AND %% BIGAN RIVKIW QVR URR
ZILDRUN 3% NU, HU M+T DU VERI WEL AZ PIGZ, AND WUZ JUST SAIV
TU HRSELF, “IF WUN QNLI NU AU R+T WA TU €ANJ REM—" HWEN 3%
WUZ U LITUL STORTULD Bt SEIV AU ZESR KAT SITIV ON U BO UV U
TRE U FU YORDZ AF.

AU KAT QNLI GRIND HWEN IT SA ALIS. IT LOKT GOD-NAZRD, 3% hAT:
STIL IT HAD VERI LAY KLAZ AND U GRAT MENI T%R, SQ 3% FELT RAT
IT AT TU BT TRETID WIh RISPEKT.

“CEBR POS,” 3T BIGAN, RARR TIMIDLI, AZ 3% DID NOT AT AL NQ
HWEhR IT WOD LitK hU NAM: HOEVR, IT ONLI GRIND U LITUL W1DR.
“KUM, ITS PLEZD SQ FOR,” RAT ALIS, AND %% WENT ON. “WOD U TEL
M%, PLTZ, HWIZ WA + AT TU GQ FRUM HIR?”

“hAT DIPENDZ U GOD DIL ON HWER U WONT TU GET TU,” SED hU KAT.
“+ DONT MUZ KER HWER—" SED ALIS.

“hEN IT DUZUNT MATR HWIZ WA U GQ,” SED hU KAT.

“—SQ LAY AZ + GET SUMHWER,” ALIS ADID AZ AN EKSPLUNABUN.

“Q, YOR 0R TU DU RAT,” SED hU KAT, “IF U QNLI WAK LAV INUF.”



ALIS FELT RAT RIS KOD NOT BX DINiD, SQ 3% TRiD UNURR KWESZUN.
“HWUT SART UV PIPUL LIV UBOT HIR?”

“IN RAT DIREKBUN,” AU KAT SED, WAVIV ITS RiT PA ROND, “LIVZ U
HATR: AND IN RAT DIREKBUN,” WAVIV RI URR PA, “LIVZ U MORZ HER.
VIZUT ThR U LiK: hER BQR MAD.”

“BUT £ DONT WONT TU GQ UMUVW MAD PEPUL,” ALIS RIMORKT.

“Q, U KANT HELP hAT,” SED hU KAT: “WIR AL MAD HIR. £tM MAD. YOR
MAD.”

“Ho DU U NQ tM MAD?” SED ALIS.
“U MUST BZ,” SED hU KAT, “AR U WODUNT HAV KUM HIR.”

ALIS DIDUNT RIWK RAT PRUVD IT AT AL; HOEVR, 3% WENT ON “AND
HO DU U NQ hAT YOR MAD?”

“TU BIGIN WIh,” SED hU KAT, “U DAGZ NOT MAD. U GRANT hAT?”

“+ SUPQZ SQ,” SED ALIS.

“WEL, REN,” hUu KAT WENT ON, “U S%, U DAG GROLZ HWEN ITS AWGRI,
AND WAGZ ITS TAL HWEN ITS PLEZD. NO + GROL HWEN tM PLEZD,
AND WAG Mt TAL HWEN M AWGRI. hERFAR tM MAD.”

“t KAL IT PRIV, NOT GRQLIW,” SED ALIS.

“KAL IT HWUT U LiK,” SED hU KAT. “DU U PLA KRQKA WIh hU KWIN
TU-DA?”

“t 30D LiK IT VERI MUZ,” SED ALIS, “BUT + HAVUNT BIN INViTID
YET.”

“YUL ST ME RER,” SED RU KAT, AND VANISZT.



ALIS WUZ NOT MUZ SRPR+ZD AT RIS, 3% WUZ GETIW SQ UZD TU KWIR
RIWZ HAPUNIW. HWiL 3T WUZ LOKIV AT AU PLAS HWER IT HAD BIN, IT
SUDUNLI UPIRD UGEN.

“Bi-hU-B1, HWUT BIKAM UV hU BABI?” SED hU KAT. “tD NIRLI
FRGOTUN TU ASK.”

“IT TRND INTU U PIG,” ALIS KW1UTLI SED, JUST AZ IF IT HAD KUM
BAK IN U NAZRUL WA.

“t RAT IT WOD,” SED AU KAT, AND VANIBT UGEN.

ALIS WATID U LITUL, HAF IKSPEKTIV TU St IT UGEN, BUT IT DID NOT
UPIR, AND AFTR U MINIT AR TU 3% WAKT ON IN AU DIREKBUN IN
HWIZ RU MORZ HER WUZ SED TU LIV. “tV SIN HATRZ BIFAR,” 3% SED
TU HRSELF; “AU MORZ HER WIL BE MUZ AU MQST INTRISTIW, AND
PRHAPS AZ KIS IZ MA IT WONT BX RAVIY MAD—AT LEIST NOT SQ MAD
AZ IT WUZ IN MOREZ.” AZ %% SED RIS, 3% LOKT UP, AND RER WUZ RU
KAT UGEN, SITIV ON U BRANZ UV U TRZ.

“DID U SA PIG, AR FIG?” SED hU KAT.

“t SED PIG,” RIPLiD ALIS; “AND + WI3 LI WODUNT KIP UPIRIV AND
VANIBIV SQ SUDUNLI: U MAK WUN KW1T GIDI.”

“AL RiT,” SED AU KAT; AND RIS TiM IT VANIST KW1T SLQLI, BIGINIV
WIR hI END UV hU TAL, AND ENDIV WIh AU GRIN, HWIZ RIMAND SUM
TiM AFTR hU REST UV IT HAD GAN.

“WEL! £V AFUN SIN U KAT WIhOT U GRIN,” RAT ALIS; “BUT U GRIN
WIROT U KAT! ITS hU MQST KYORIUS RIV + EVR SA IN Mt LiF!”

%% HAD NOT GAN MUZ FORRR BIFAR 3% KAM IN SiT UV AU HOS UV AU
MOREZ HER: 3% RAT IT MUST B AU RiT HOS, BIKAZ AU ZIMNIZ WR
SAPT LK IRZ AND RU RUF WUZ RAZT WIR FR. IT WUZ SQ LORJ U HOS,
RAT %% DID NOT LiK TU GQ NIRR TIL %% HAD NIBULD SUM MAR UV AU
LEFT-HAND BIT UV MUBRUM, AND RAZD HRSELF TU UBOT TU FXIT Hi:
IVUN REN 3% WAKT UP TARD IT RARR TIMIDLI, SAI/ TU HRSELF
“SUPQZ IT 30D BT RAVIW MAD AFTR AL! £ ALMQST WI% D GAN TU
ST hU HATR INSTED!”



CAPTR 7
U MAD T:-PORTI

hER WUZ U TABUL SET OT UNDR U TRE IN FRUNT UV hU HOS, AND hU
MORZ HER AND AU HATR WR HAVIV T% AT IT: U DARMOS WUZ SITIV
BITWIN REM, FAST USLEP, AND RI URR TU WR UZIV IT AZ U KOBUN,
RESTIV hER ELBQZ ON IT, AND TAKIV QVR ITS HED. “VERI
UNKUMFRTUBUL FAR AU DARMOS,” RAT ALIS; “ONLI, AZ ITS USLZP, t
SUPQZ IT DUZUNT MiND.”

hU TABUL WUZ U LORJ WUN, BUT hU RRT WR AL KRODID TUGEhR AT
WUN KARNR UV IT: “NQ RUM! NQ RUM!” hA KRtD OT HWEN hA SA ALIS
KUMIV. “AERZ PLENTI UV RUM!” SED ALIS INDIGNUNTLI, AND 3% SAT
DON IN U LORJ ORM-ZER AT WUN END UV AU TABUL.

“HAV SUM WiN,” hU MORZ HER SED IN AN ENKRIJIV TQN.

ALIS LOKT AL ROND hU TABUL, BUT hER WUZ NURIV ON IT BUT T%. “t
DONT ST ENI WiN,” 3 RIMORKT.

“hER IZUNT ENI,” SED AU MORZ HER.
“hEN IT WOZUNT VERI SIVUL UV U TU AFR IT,” SED ALIS AWGRILI.

“IT WOZUNT VERI SIVUL UV U TU SIT DON WIhOT BEIV INVLTID,” SED
hU MORZ HER.

“+ DIDUNT NQ IT WUZ YOR TABUL,” SED ALIS; “ITS LAD FAR U GRAT
MENI MAR hAN RRZ.”

“YOR HER WONTS KUTIW,” SED hU HATR. HE HAD BIN LOKIW AT ALIS
FAR SUM TiM WIh GRAT KYORIOSITI, AND hIS WUZ HIZ FRST SP1(.

“U 30D LRN NOT TU MAK PRSUNUL RIMORKS,” ALIS SED WIRh SUM
SIVERITI; “ITS VERI RUD.”



hU HATR QPUND HIZ +Z VERI W1D ON HIRIV RhIS; BUT AL HE SED WUZ,
“HW1 IZ U RAVUN LiK U RiTIW-DESK?”

“KUM, WT BAL HAV SUM FUN NO!” RAT ALIS. “tM GLAD RAV BIGUN
ASKIV RIDULZ.—t BILEV + KAN GES RAT,” 3% ADID ULGD.

“DU U MIN hAT U RIVK U KAN FAND OT hI ANSR TU IT?” SED hU
MORZ HER.

“IGZAKTLI SQ,” SED ALIS.
“AEN U 30D SA HWUT U MiIN,” hU MORZ HER WENT ON.

“t DU,” ALIS HASTILI RIPLtD; “AT LEST—AT LEST £ MEIN HWUT 1 SA—
hATS hU SAM RIV, U NQ.”

“NOT hU SAM RIV U BIT!” SED hU HATR. “U M+T JUST AZ WEL SA hAT
‘t ST HWUT & IT’ IZ hU SAM RIV AZ ‘t IT HWUT + ST'!”

“U MiT JUST AZ WEL SA,” ADID hU MORZ HER, “RAT ‘t+ LK HWUT %
GET’ IZ hU SAM RIV AZ ‘+ GET HWUT t LiK'!”

“U M1T JUST AZ WEL SA,” ADID hU DARMOS, HU SEIMD TU BE TAKIV
IN HIZ SLIP, “hAT ‘t BRTh HWEN t SLIP’ IZ hU SAM RIV AZ ‘+ SLIP
HWEN t BRIR!”

“IT IZ AU SAM RIV WIR U,” SED AU HATR, AND HIR AU KONVRSAZUN
DROPT, AND hU PORTI SAT SiLUNT FAR U MINIT, HWiL ALIS RAT QVR
AL 3% KOD RIMEMBR UBQT RAVUNZ AND RiTIW-DESKS, HWIZ WOZUNT
MUZ.

hU HATR WUZ hU FRST TU BRAK hU StLUNS. “HWUT DA UV hU MUNR IZ
IT?” HE SED, TRNIW TU ALIS: HE HAD TAKUN HIZ WOZ OT UV HIZ
POKUT, AND WUZ LOKIW AT IT UNTZULI, 3AKIV IT EVRI NO AND REN,
AND HOLDIV IT TU HIZ IR.

ALIS KUNSIDRD U LITUL, AND hEN SED “hU FARR.”

“TU DAZ RAW!” SiD hU HATR. “£ TOLD U BUTR WODUNT SUT hU
WRKS!” HE ADID LOKIVW AWGRILI AT hU MORZ HER.



“IT WUZ hU BEST BUTR,” hU MORZ HER MIKLI RIPL1D.

“YES, BUT SUM KRUMZ MUST HAV GOT IN AZ WEL,” hU HATR
GRUMBULD: “U SODUNT HAV POT IT IN WIh AU BRED-N1F.”

hU MORZ HER TOK hU WOZ AND LOKT AT IT GLUMULI: hEN HE DIPT IT
INTU HIZ KUP UV T%, AND LOKT AT IT UGEN: BUT HE KOD RIVK UV
NURIV BETR TU SA hAN HIZ FRST RIMORK, “IT WUZ hU BEST BUTR, U
NQ.”

ALIS HAD BIN LOKIVW QVR HIZ QLDR WIh SUM KYORIOSITI. “HWUT U
FUNI WOZ!” 3% RIMORKT. “IT TELZ AU DA UV AU MUNFR, AND DUZUNT
TEL HWUT UKLOK IT IZ!”

“HWt 30D IT?” MUTRD hU HATR. “DUZ YOR WOZ TEL U HWUT YIR IT
12?7

“UV KARS NOT,” ALIS RIPLiD VERI REDILI: “BUT hATS BIKAZ IT STAZ
AU SAM YIR FAR SUZ U LAY TtM TUGERR.”

“HWIZ IZ JUST hU KAS WIh MiN,” SED hU HATR.

ALIS FELT DREDFULI PUZULD. hI HATRZ RIMORK SEIMD TU HAV NQ
SART UV MINIV IN IT, AND YET IT WUZ SRTUNLI IWGLIS. “+ DQNT
KW1T UNDRSTAND U,” % SED, AZ PULLTLI AZ 3% KOD.

“hU DARMOS IZ USLEIP UGEN,” SED hU HATR, AND HE PARD U LITUL
HOT T% UPON ITS NQZ.

hU DARMOS S0K ITS HED IMPARUNTLI, AND SED, WIRQOT QPUNIV ITS
tZ, “UV KARS, UV KARS; JUST HWUT + WUZ GQIV TU RIMORK M1SELF.”

“HAV U GEST hU RIDUL YET?” hU HATR SED, TRNIV TU ALIS UGEN.
“NQ, £ GIV IT UP,” ALIS RIPLiD: “HWUTS hI ANSR?”
“+ HAVUNT hU SL1TUST 1D2U,” SED hU HATR.

“NAR t,” SED AU MORZ HER.



ALIS SiD WERULI. “+ RIVK U MiT DU SUMRIV BETR WIR AU TiM,” 3%
SED, “nAN WAST IT IN ASKIV RIDULZ hAT HAV NQ ANSRZ.”

“IF U NU TtM AZ WEL AZ + DU,” SED hU HATR, “U WODUNT TAK UBOT
WASTIV) IT. ITS HIM.”

“t DONT NQ HWUT U MZEN,” SED ALIS.

“UV KARS U DONT!” AU HATR SED, TASIV HIZ HED KUNTEMPZUUSLI. “t
DER SA U NEVR TVUN SPOK TU TiM!”

“PRHAPS NOT,” ALIS KABUSLI RIPL1D: “BUT £ NQ + HAV TU BT TiM
HWEN 1t LRN MUZIK.”

“O! hAT UKONTS FAR IT,” SED hU HATR. “HE WONT STAND BITIW. NO,
IF U ONLI KEPT ON GOD TRMZ WIh HIM, HED DU ALMQST ENIRIV U
LiKT WIh hU KLOK. FAR INSTUNS, SUPQZ IT WR NiN UKLOK IN hU
MARNIV, JUST TiM TU BIGIN LESUNZ: UD ONLI HAV TU HWISPR U HINT
TU TiM, AND ROND GQOZ hU KLOK IN U TWIWKLIW! HAF-PAST WUN, TiM
FAR DINR!”

(“t ONLI WIB IT WUZ,” AU MORZ HER SED TU ITSELF IN U HWISPR.)

“hAT WOD BE GRAND, SRTUNLI,” SED ALIS RATFULI: “BUT hEN—t
SODUNT BT HUWGRI FAR IT, U NQ.”

“NOT AT FRST, PRHAPS,” SED hU HATR: “BUT U KOD KIP IT TU HAF-
PAST WUN AZ LAY AZ U LiKT.”

“IZ hAT hU WA U MANIJ?” ALIS ASKT.

AU HATR 30K HIZ HED MARNFOLI. “NOT 1!” HE RIPL1D. “WE KWARULD
LAST MORZ—JUST BIFAR HE WENT MAD, U NQ—" (PONTIV WIh HIZ T%
SPUN AT AU MOREZ HER,) “—IT WUZ AT hU GRAT KONSRT GIVUN Bt hU
KWIN UV HORTS, AND t HAD TU SIV

“TWIWKUL, TWIWKUL, LITUL BAT!
HO + WUNDR HWUT YOR ATV



“U NQ hU SAW, PRHAPS?”
“tV HRD SUMRIV LtK IT,” SED ALIS.
“IT GQZ ON, U NQ,” hU HATR KUNTINUD, “IN hIS WA:—

‘UP UBUV hU WRLD U FL4,

LK U TE-TRA IN hU SKt.

TWIWKUL, TWIWKUL—""
HIR AU DARMOS 30K ITSELF, AND BIGAN SIWIV IN ITS SLIP
“TWIVKUL, TWIWKUL, TWIVKUL, TWIVKUL—" AND WENT ON SQ LAV hAT
hA HAD TU PINZ IT TU MAK IT STOP.
“WEL, +D HORDLI FINIST AU FRST VRS,” SED hU HATR, “HWEN RU
KWIN JUMPT UP AND BALD OT, ‘HEZ MRDRIV hU TiM! AF WIh HIZ
HED!"”
“HO DREDFULI SAVIJ!” IKSKLAMD ALIS.

“AND EVR SINS hAT,” hU HATR WENT ON IN U MARNFUL TQON, “HE
WONT DU U RIW + ASK! ITS ALWIZ SIKS UKLOK NG.”

U BRiT 1DIU KAM INTU ALISIZ HED. “IZ hAT hU REZUN SQ MENI TZ-
RIVZ OR POT QT HIR?” 3% ASKT.

“YES, hATS IT,” SED hU HATR WIh U St: “ITS ALWIZ T£-TiM, AND
WIV NQ TiM TU WO2 hU RIWVZ BITWIN HWiLZ.”

“hEN U KEP MUVIV ROND, £ SUPQZ?” SED ALIS.
“IGZAKTLI SQ,” SED hU HATR: “AZ hU RIWZ GET UZD UP.”

“BUT HWUT HAPUNZ HWEN U KUM TU hU BIGINIV UGEN?” ALIS VENZRD
TU ASK.

“SUPQZ WE ZAN] AU SUBJEKT,” AU MOREZ HER INTRUPTID, YANIW. “tM
GETIV T+RD UV RIS. £ VAT hU YUV LADI TELZ US U STARL.”



“tM UFRAD 1 DONT NQ WUN,” SED ALIS, RAhR ULORMD AT hu
PRUPQZUL.

“AEN AU DARMOS SAL!” RA BQR KRiD. “WAK UP, DARMOS!” AND hA
PINZT IT ON BQR SiDZ AT WUNS.

hU DARMOS SLOLI OPUND HIZ 1Z. “+ WOZUNT USLZP,” HE SED IN U
HARS, FEBUL VOS: “+ HRD EVRI WRD U FELQZ WR SAIW.”

“TEL US U STARI!” SED AU MORZ HER.
“YES, PLEZ DU!” PLEIDID ALIS.

“AND BT KWIK UBOT IT,” ADID hU HATR, “AR YUL BX USLTIP UGEN
BIFAR ITS DUN.”

“WUNS UPON U TtM RhER WR RRE LITUL SISTRZ,” hU DARMOS BIGAN
IN U GRAT HRI; “AND hER NAMZ WR ELSI, LASI, AND TILI; AND hA
L1VD AT hU BOTUM UV U WEL—"

“HWUT DID hA LIV ON?” SED ALIS, HU ALWIZ TOK U GRAT INTRIST IN
KWESZUNZ UV ETI AND DRIVKIW.

“hA L1VD ON TRIKUL,” SED hU DARMOS, AFTR RIVKIW U MINIT AR TU.

“hA KODUNT HAV DUN hAT, U NQ,” ALIS JENTLI RIMORKT; “hAD HAV
BIN IL.”

“SQ hA WR,” SED hU DARMOS; “VERI IL.”

ALIS TRiD TU FANSI TU HRSELF HWUT SUZ AN IKSTRARDUNERI WA UV
LIVI/ WOD BZ LK, BUT IT PUZULD HR TU MUZ, SQ 3% WENT ON: “BUT
HW+ DID hA LIV AT hU BOTUM UV U WEL?”

“TAK SUM MAR T%,” AU MORZ HER SED TU ALIS, VERI RNUSTLI.

“tV HAD NURIV YET,” ALIS RIPLiD IN AN UFENDID TQON, “SQ t+ KANT
TAK MAR.”



“U MIN U KANT TAK LES,” SED hU HATR: “ITS VERI ¥ZI TU TAK MAR
hAN NURIW.”

“NOBODI ASKT YOR UPINYUN,” SED ALIS.
“HUZ MAKIV PRSUNUL RIMORKS NO?” hU HATR ASKT TRXUMFUNTLI.

ALIS DID NOT KW+T NQ HWUT TU SA TU RhIS: SQ 3% HELPT HRSELF TU
SUM TE AND BRED-AND-BUTR, AND REN TRND TU hU DARMGS, AND
RIPETID HR KWESZUN. “HW+ DID hA LIV AT hU BOTUM UV U WEL?”

hU DARMOS UGEN TOK U MINIT AR TU TU RIWK UBOT IT, AND hEN
SED, “IT WUZ U TREKUL-WEL.”

“hERZ NQ SUZ RIW!” ALIS WUZ BIGINIV VERI AWGRILI, BUT AU HATR
AND RU MORZ HER WENT “3! 3!” AND AU DARMOS SULKILI RIMORKT,
“IF U KANT BT SIVUL, UD BETR FINI® AU STARI FAR YORSELF.”

“NQ, PLTZ GQ ON!" ALIS SED VERI HUMBLI; “+ WONT INTRUPT UGEN. t
DER SA hER MA B WUN.”

“WUN, INDID!” SED hU DARMOS INDIGNUNTLI. HOEVR, HE KUNSENTID
TU GQ ON. “AND SQ hIZ RRE LITUL SISTRZ—hA WR LRNIV TU DRA, U
NQ_”

“HWUT DID hA DRA?” SED ALIS, KW1T FRGETIV HR PROMUS.
“TRIKUL,” SED hU DARMOS, WIhOT KUNSIDRIV AT AL hIS TiM.

“t WONT U KLEIN KUP,” INTRUPTID hU HATR: “LETS AL MUV WUN PLAS
ON.”

HE MUVD ON AZ HE SPQK, AND hU DARMGOS FOLQD HIM: hU MORZ HER
MUVD INTU hU DARMOSIZ PLAS, AND ALIS RAhR UNWILIWLI TOK hU
PLAS UV AU MORZ HER. hU HATR WUZ hI ONLI WUN HU GOT ENI
ADVANTIJ FRUM hU ZANJ: AND ALIS WUZ U GOD DIL WRS AF hAN
BIFAR, AZ AU MORZ HER HAD JUST UPSET hU MILK-JUG INTU HIZ PLAT.



ALIS DID NOT WI® TU UFEND AU DARMOS UGEN, SQ %% BIGAN VERI
KABUSLI: “BUT + DONT UNDRSTAND. HWER DID hA DRA hU TREKUL
FRUM?”

“U KAN DRA WATR OT UV U WATR-WEL,” SED hU HATR; “SQ + 30D
RIVK U KOD DRA TREIKUL OT UV U TREKUL-WEL—E, STUPID?”

“BUT hA WR IN hU WEL,” ALIS SED TU hU DARMQS, NOT CUZI/ TU
NQTIS hIS LAST RIMORK.

“UV KARS hA WR 7, SED hU DARMOS; “—~WEL IN.”

RIS ANSR SQ KUNFUZD POR ALIS, RAT 3% LET AU DARMOS GQ ON FAR
SUM TiM WIROT INTRUPTIV IT.

“hA WR LRNIV TU DRA,” hU DARMOS WENT ON, YANIV AND RUBIV ITS
tZ, FAR IT WUZ GETIV VERI SLIPI; “AND hA DRU AL MANR UV RIVZ—
EVRIRIV hAT BIGINZ WIh AN M-—"

“HWt WIh AN M?” SED ALIS.
“HW+ NOT?” SED hU MORZ HER.
ALIS WUZ SiLUNT.

hU DARMOS HAD KLQZD ITS tZ Bt hIS TiM, AND WUZ GQIV AF INTU
U DQZ; BUT, ON BXIV PINZT Bt hU HATR, IT WQK UP UGEN WIh U
LITUL 3RIK, AND WENT ON: “—RAT BIGINZ WIRh AN M, SUZ AZ MOS-
TRAPS, AND AU MUN, AND MEMRI, AND MUZNES—U NQ U SA RIWZ OR
‘MUZ UV U MUZNES’—DID U EVR St SUZ U RIV AZ U DRAIV UV U
MUZNES?”

“RTULI, NO U ASK M%,” SED ALIS, VERI MUZ KUNFUZD, “+ DONT RIVK—

”

“AEN U BODUNT TAK,” SED hU HATR.

RIS PEIS UV RUDNUS WUZ MAR RAN ALIS KOD BER: 3% GOT UP IN GRAT
DISGUST, AND WAKT AF; hU DARMOS FEL USLEP INSTUNTLI, AND NEhR
UV RI URRZ TOK RhU LEST NQTIS UV HR GQIV, hQ 3T LOKT BAK WUNS



AR TW1S, HAF HQPIV RAT RA WOD KAL AFTR HR: AU LAST TiM 3% SA
hEM, hA WR TR1IV TU POT hU DARMGOS INTU hU TZPOT.

“AT ENI RAT tL NEVR GQ RER UGEN!” SED ALIS AZ 3% PIKT HR WA
RRU hU WOD. “ITS hU STUPIDUST T*-PORTI £ EVR WUZ AT IN AL Mt
LiF!”

JUST AZ 3% SED RIS, 3% NQTUST RAT WUN UV U TREZ HAD U DAR
LEDIV RiT INTU IT. “RATS VERI KYORIUS!” 3T RAT. “BUT EVRIRIWZ
KYORIUS TUDA. t RIVK + MA AZ WEL GQ IN AT WUNS.” AND IN %%
WENT.

WUNS MAR 3% FOND HRSELF IN AU LAWK HAL, AND KLQS TU AU LITUL

GLAS TABUL. “NO@, L MANIJ BETR RIS TiM,” 3 SED TU HRSELF, AND
BIGAN Bi TAKIV hU LITUL GOLDUN K%, AND UNLOKIV hU DAR hAT LED
INTU AU GORDUN. REN ¥ WENT TU WRK NIBLI/ AT AU MUBRUM (3%

HAD KEPT U PES UV IT IN HR POKUT) TIL 3 WUZ UBQT U FOT Hi: REN
5T WAKT DON AU LITUL PASIJ: AND REN—BX FOND HRSELF AT LAST IN
hU BUTIFUL GORDUN, UMUV hU BRiT FLOR-BEDZ AND hU KUL FONTUNZ.



ZAPTR 8
hU KWiINZ KROKA-GROND

U LORJ RQZ-TRE STOD NIR hI ENTRUNS UV hU GORDUN: hU RQZIZ
GRQIV ON IT WR HW1T, BUT hER WR RRT GORDUNRZ AT IT, BIZULI
PANTI/ REM RED. ALIS RAT RIS U VERI KYORIUS RIV, AND 3% WENT
NIRR TU WOZ REM, AND JUST AZ 3T KAM UP TU hEM %% HRD WUN UV
REM SA, “LOK OT NO, F£V! DONT GQ SPLABIV PANT QVR MZI LiK RAT!”

“t KODUNT HELP IT,” SED F1V, IN U SULKI TON; “SEVUN JOGD M+t
ELBQ.”

ON HWIZ SEVUN LOKT UP AND SED, “RATS RiT, F1V! ALWIZ LA RU
BLAM ON UhRRZ!”

“UD BETR NOT TAK!” SED F1V. “t HRD hU KWZN SA ONLI YESTRDA U
DIZRVD TU Bf BIHEDID!”

“HWUT FAR?” SED hU WUN HU HAD SPQKUN FRST.
“hATS NUN UV YOR BIZNIS, TU!” SED SEVUN.

“YES, IT IZ HIZ BIZNIS!” SED F1V, “AND L TEL HIM—IT WUZ FAR
BRIVIW hU KOK TULUP-RUTS INSTED UV UNYUNZ.”

SEVUN FLUW DON HIZ BRUB, AND HAD JUST BIGUN “WEL, UV AL RI
UNJUST RIWZ—" HWEN HIZ + CANST TU FAL UPON ALIS, AZ %% STOD
WOZI) hEM, AND HE ZEKT HIMSELF SUDUNLI: Al URRZ LOKT ROND
ALSQ, AND AL UV hEM BOD LQ.

“WOD U TEL ME,” SED ALIS, U LITUL TIMIDLI, “HW+t U OR PANTIV hQZ
RQZIZ?”

F1V AND SEVUN SED NURIV, BUT LOKT AT TU. TU BIGAN IN U LQ VOS,
“HW1 hU FAKT IZ, U S%, MIS, hIS HIR AT TU HAV BIN U RED RQZ-TRE,
AND WZ POT U HWiT WUN IN Bt MISTAK; AND IF hU KWEIN WUZ TU
FIND IT OT, WE 30D AL HAV OR HEDZ KUT AF, U NQ. SQ U S%, MIS,



WIR DUIV OR BEST, UFAR 3T KUMZ, TU—" AT RIS MQMUNT F1V, HU
HAD BIN AWKBUSLI LOKIW UKRAS AU GORDUN, KALD OT “AU KWEN! AU
KWIN!” AND hU FRE GORDUNRZ INSTUNTLI RRU REMSELVZ FLAT UPON
hER FASIZ. hER WUZ U SOND UV MENI FOTSTEPS, AND ALIS LOKT
ROND, IGR TU St hU KWZIN.

FRST KAM TEN SQLJRZ KARII/ KLUBZ; hitZ WR AL BAPT LiK AU RRE
GORDUNRZ, OBLA AND FLAT, WIh hER HANDZ AND FET AT hU
KARNRZ: NEKST hU TEN KARTEIRZ;, hiZ WR ARNUMENTID AL QVR WIh
DiMUNDZ, AND WAKT TU AND TU, AZ hU SQLIJRZ DID. AFTR hiZ KAM
hU ROUL ZILDRUN; hER WR TEN UV hEM, AND hU LITUL DIRZ KAM
JUMPIV) MERILI ULAK HAND IN HAND, IN KUPULZ: hA WR AL
ARNUMENTID WIh HORTS. NEKST KAM hU GESTS, MQSTLI KIWZ AND
KWINZ, AND UMUV hEM ALIS REKUGN1ZD hU HWiT RABIT: IT WUZ
TAKIV IN U HRID NRVUS MANR, SM1LIV AT EVRIRIV hAT WUZ SED,
AND WENT Bt WIhGT NQTISIV HR. hEN FOLOD hU NAV UV HORTS,
KARIIV AU KIWZ KRON ON U KRIMZUN VELVUT KOBUN; AND, LAST UV
AL RIS GRAND PRUSESUN, KAM AU KIV AND KWIN UV HORTS.

ALIS WUZ RARR DOTFUL HWERR 3% AT NOT TU L+ DON ON HR FAS LiK
AU FRT GORDUNRZ, BUT 3% KOD NOT RIMEMBR EVR HAVIW HRD UV
SUZ U ROUL AT PRQSERUNZ; “AND BISiDZ, HWUT WOD BX RU US UV U
PRUSERUN,” RAT 3%, “IF PEPUL HAD AL TU L+ DON UPON RER FASIZ, SQ
RAT RA KODUNT ST IT?” SQ %% STOD STIL HWER 3% WUZ, AND WATID.

HWEN AU PRUSEBUN KAM OPUZIT TU ALIS, hA AL STOPT AND LOKT AT
HR, AND AU KWEIN SED SUVIRLI “HU IZ RIS?” 3% SED IT TU RU NAV UV
HORTS, HU ONLI BOD AND SM1LD IN RIPL4%.

“IDIUT!” SED AU KWIN, TASI/ HR HED IMPABUNTLI; AND, TRNIV TU
ALIS, 3T WENT ON, “HWUTS YOR NAM, Z1LD?”

“M+ NAM IZ ALIS, SQ PLEZ YOR MAJISTI,” SED ALIS VERI PUL1TLI;
BUT %% ADID, TU HRSELF, “HW41, RER QNLI U PAK UV KORDZ, AFTR AL.
t NIDUNT B UFRAD UV hEM!”

“AND HU OR hiZ?” SED hU KWIN, PONTIV TU hU RRET GORDUNRZ HU
WR L1I/ ROND hU RQZ TRE; FAR, U SE, AZ hA WR LtI ON hER FASIZ,
AND hU PATRN ON hER BAKS WUZ AU SAM AZ hU REST UV RU PAK, 3%



KOD NOT TEL HWERR hA WR GORDUNRZ, AR SQLIRZ, AR KARTEIRZ, AR
RRE UV HR QN ZILDRUN.

“HO 30D + NQ?” SED ALIS, SRPR1ZD AT HR ON KRUJ. “ITS NQ BIZNIS
UV M1N.”

hU KWIN TRND KRIMZUN WIh FYORI, AND, AFTR GLERIV AT HR FAR U
MOMUNT LiK U W1LD BEST, SKREIMD “AF WIh HR HED! AF—"

“NONSENS!” SED ALIS, VERI LODLI AND DISiDUDLI, AND hU KWEIN
WUZ S1LUNT.

hU KIV) LAD HIZ HAND UPON HR ORM, AND TIMIDLI SED “KUNSIDR, Mt
DIR: 3% IZ ONLI U €+LD!”

hU KWIN TRND AWGRILI UWA FRUM HIM, AND SED TU hU NAV “TRN
hEM QVR!”

hU NAV DID SQ, VERI KERFULI, WIh WUN FOT.

“GET UP!” SED U KWIN, IN U 3RIL, LOD VOS, AND hU hRT GORDUNRZ
INSTUNTLI JUMPT UP, AND BIGAN BOIV TU hU KIW, hU KWZIN, hU ROUL
ZILDRUN, AND EVRIBODI ELS.

“LEV AF hAT!” SKREMD hU KWIN. “U MAK ME GIDI.” AND REN, TRNIV
TU AU RQZ-TRE, 3T WENT ON, “HWUT HAV U BIN DUIV HIR?”

“MA IT PLEZ YOR MAJISTI,” SED TU, IN U VERI HUMBUL TQON, GOIV
DON ON WUN NI AZ HE SPQK, “WE WR TRiIV—"

“+ SE!I” SED AU KWIN, HU HAD MINW1L BIN IGZAMINIV hU RQZIZ. “AF
WIRh RER HEDZ!” AND hU PRUSEBUN MUVD ON, RRE UV AU SQLIRZ
RIMANIV BIHEND TU EKSUKUT hI UNFARZUNUT GORDUNRZ, HU RAN TU
ALIS FAR PRUTEKBUN.

“U BANT BT BIHEDID!” SED ALIS, AND %% POT REM INTU U LOR] FLOR-
POT hAT STOD NIR. hU RRE SQLIRZ WONDRD UBOT FAR U MINIT AR
TU, LOKIV FAR REM, AND hEN KW1UTLI MORZT AF AFTR hI URRZ.

“OR RER HEDZ AF?” 3OTID hU KWZN.



“hER HEDZ OR GAN, IF IT PL¥Z YOR MAJISTI!” AU SQLIRZ %OTID IN
RIPL%.

“RATS RiT!” 3OTID AU KWIN. “KAN U PLA KRQKA?”

hU SQLIJRZ WR S1LUNT, AND LOKT AT ALIS, AZ hU KWESZUN WUZ
EVUDUNTLE MENT FAR HR.

“YES!” 3QTID ALIS.

“KUM ON, REN!” RARD AU KWIN, AND ALIS JOND RU PRUSEBUN,
WUNDRIV VERI MUZ HWUT WOD HAPUN NEKST.

“ITS—ITS U VERI FiN DA!” SED U TIMID VOS AT HR SiD. 3% WUZ
WAKIV Bt AU HW1T RABIT, HU WUZ PTPI/) AWKBUSLI INTU HR FAS.

“VERI,” SED ALIS: “—HWERZ hU DUZUS?”

“HUB! HUB!” SED AU RABIT IN U LQ, HRID TON. HE LOKT AWKSUSLI
QVR HIZ 0LDR AZ HE SPQK, AND REN RAZD HIMSELF UPON TIPTQ,
POT HIZ MOR KLQS TU HR IR, AND HWISPRD “®%Z UNDR SENTUNS UV
EKSUKUBUN.”

“HWUT FAR?” SED ALIS.
“DID U SA ‘HWUT U PITIV?” hU RABIT ASKT.

“NQ, £+ DIDUNT,” SED ALIS: “+ DONT RIWK ITS AT AL U PITI. £ SED
‘HWUT FAR?"”

“%T BOKST AU KWINZ IRZ—" AU RABIT BIGAN. ALIS GAV U LITUL
SKREIM UV LAFTR. “Q, HUB!” AU RABIT HWISPRD IN U FR:TUND TQON.
“AU KWIN WIL HIR U! U S%, 3 KAM RARR LAT, AND AU KWEIN SED—"

“GET TU YOR PLASIZ!” 3OTID AU KWIN IN U VOS UV RUNDR, AND
PEIPUL BIGAN RUNIV UBOT IN AL DIREKSUNZ, TUMBLIV UP UGENST ¢
UhR; HOEVR, hA GOT SETULD DON IN U MINIT AR TU, AND hU GAM
BIGAN. ALIS RAT 3% HAD NEVR SIN SUZ U KYORIUS KRQKA-GROND IN
HR LiF; IT WUZ AL RIJIZ AND FRQZ; hU BALZ WR L1V HEJHOGZ, hU



MALITS L1V FLUMIVGQZ, AND hU SQLJRZ HAD TU DUBUL hEMSELVZ UP
AND TU STAND ON RER HANDZ AND FiT, TU MAK hI ORZIZ.

hU €%F DIFIKULTI ALIS FOND AT FRST WUZ IN MANUJIV HR
FLUMIWGQ: T SUKSEDID IN GETIW ITS BODI TUKT UWA, KUMFRTUBLI
INUF, UNDR HR ORM, WIh ITS LEGZ HAWIV DON, BUT JENRULI, JUST AZ
T HAD GOT ITS NEK NiSLI STRATUND @T, AND WUZ GQIV TU GIV RU
HEJHOG U BLQ WIh ITS HED, IT WOD TWIST ITSELF ROND AND LOK UP
IN HR FAS, WIRh SUZ U PUZULD IKSPRESUN RAT %% KOD NOT HELP
BRSTIV OT LAFIW: AND HWEN 3% HAD GOT ITS HED DON, AND WUZ
GQIV TU BIGIN UGEN, IT WUZ VERI PRUVOKIV TU FAND hAT hU
HEJHOG HAD UNRQLD ITSELF, AND WUZ IN hI AKT UV KRALIV UWA:
BISiDZ AL hIS, hER WUZ JENRULI U RIJ AR FRQ IN hU WA HWEREVR
%I WONTID TU SEND AU HEJHOG TU, AND, AZ hU DUBULD-UP SQLIRZ
WR ALWIZ GETIVW UP AND WAKIW AF TU UhR PORTS UV hU GROND,
ALIS SUN KAM TU AU KUNKLUSUN hAT IT WUZ U VERI DIFIKULT GAM
INDZD.

hU PLARZ AL PLAD AT WUNS WIhOT WATIV FAR TRNZ, KWORULIV AL
AU HW1L, AND FiTIV FAR AU HEJHOGZ; AND IN U VERI SART TiM AU
KWIN WUZ IN U FYOREUS PASUN, AND WENT STAMPIV UBOT, AND
BOTIV “AF WIR HIZ HED!” AR “AF WIR HR HED!” UBOT WUNS IN U
MINIT.

ALIS BIGAN TU FIL VERI UNTZI: TU BT 30R, 3% HAD NOT AZ YET HAD
ENI DISPUT WIR AU KWZIN, BUT 3% NU RAT IT M+T HAPUN ENI MINIT,
“AND REN,” RAT %%, “HWUT WOD BIKUM UV M1? RER DREDFULI FOND

UV BIHEDIV PEIPUL HIR; hU GRAT WUNDR IZ, hAT hERZ ENI WUN LEFT
ULLV!”

%I WUZ LOKIV UBOT FAR SUM WA UV ISKAP, AND WUNDRI/ HWERR 3%
KOD GET UWA WIRQT BEIV SIN, HWEN 3% NQTUST U KYORIUS UPIRUNS
IN RI ER: IT PUZULD HR VERI MUZ AT FRST, BUT, AFTR WOZIV IT U
MINIT AR TU, 3% MAD IT OT TU BE U GRIN, AND 3% SED TU HRSELF
“ITS TU ZESR KAT: NO £ AL HAV SUMBODI TU TAK TU.”

“HO OR U GETIW ON?” SED hU KAT, AZ SUN AZ hER WUZ MOFR INUF FAR
IT TU SPEIK WIH.



ALIS WATID TIL hI +Z UPIRD, AND hEN NODID. “ITS NQ US SPIKIV TU
IT,” 3% BAT, “TIL ITS IRZ HAV KUM, AR AT LEST WUN UV REM.” IN
UNURR MINIT hU HQL HED UPIRD, AND hEN ALIS POT DON HR
FLUMIWGQ, AND BIGAN AN UKONT UV AU GAM, FEILIV VERI GLAD 3%
HAD SUMWUN TU LISUN TU HR. hU KAT SEIMD TU RIVK hAT hER WUZ
INUF UV IT NO IN ST, AND NQ MAR UV IT UPIRD.

“t DONT RIWK hA PLA AT AL FERLI,” ALIS BIGAN, IN RAhR U
KUMPLANIV TQON, “AND hA AL KWARUL SQ DREDFULI WUN KANT HIR
WUNSELF SPEIK—AND hA DONT SIM TU HAV ENI RULZ IN PRTIKYULR;
AT LEST, IF hER OR, NOBODI UTENDZ TU hEM—AND UV NQ 1DIU HO
KUNFUZIW IT IZ AL AU RIWVZ BEIW ULtV; FAR INSTUNS, hERZ hI OREZ
1V GOT TU GQ RRU NEKST WAKIV UBOT AT hI UhR END UV hU
GROND—AND t 30D HAV KRQKAD AU KWINZ HEJHOG JUST NO, ONLI IT
RAN UWA HWEN IT SA MiN KUMIW!”

“HO DU U LK hU KWEN?” SED hU KAT IN U LQ VOS.

“NOT AT AL,” SED ALIS: “3%Z SQ IKSTREIMLI—" JUST REN 3T NQTUST
RAT AU KWEIN WUZ KLQS BIHiND HR, LISUNIW: SQ T WENT ON, “—
L+KLI TU WIN, RAT ITS HORDLI WRR HW1L FINIIV AU GAM.”

hU KWIN SMiLD AND PAST ON.

“HU OR U TAKIV TU?” SED hU KIV, GQIV UP TU ALIS, AND LOKIW AT
hU KATS HED WIh GRAT KYORIOSITI.

“ITS U FREND UV MiN—U ZESR KAT,” SED ALIS: “UL®@ ME TU INTRUDUS
IT.”

“+ DONT LK AU LOK UV IT AT AL,” SED hU KIW: “HOEVR, IT MA KIS
Mt HAND IF IT L1KS.”

“tD RARR NOT,” hU KAT RIMORKT.

“DONT BE IMPRTUNUNT,” SED hU KIV, “AND DONT LOK AT MZI LiK
hAT!” HE GOT BIHiND ALIS AZ HE SPQK.

“U KAT MA LOK AT U KIW,” SED ALIS. “tV RED hAT IN SUM BOK, BUT +
DONT RIMEMBR HWER.”



“WEL, IT MUST BT RIMUVD,” SED hU KIV/ VERI DISiDUDLI, AND H%
KALD AU KWIN, HU WUZ PASI/ AT AU MQMUNT, “M+ DIR! £ WI3 U
WOD HAV hIS KAT REMUVD!”

hU KWIN HAD ONLI WUN WA UV SETLIV AL DIFUKULTEZ, GRAT AR
SMAL. “AF WIR HIZ HED!” $% SED, WIRQT IVUN LOKIV ROND.

“tL FEZ AI EKSUKUBUNR M1iSELF,” SED hU KI IGRLI, AND HE HRID
AF.

ALIS RAT 3% MiT AZ WEL GQ BAK, AND St HO AU GAM WUZ GQIV ON,
AZ 3% HRD AU KWINZ VOS IN hU DISTUNS, SKREIMIV WIR PABUN. 3%
HAD ALREDI HRD HR SENTUNS RRE UV hU PLARZ TU BE EKSUKUTID
FAR HAVIVY MIST RER TRNZ, AND 3% DID NOT LiK AU LOK UV RIWZ AT
AL, AZ AU GAM WUZ IN SUZ KUNFUSUN RAT 3% NEVR NU HWERR IT
WUZ HR TRN AR NOT. SQ 3T WENT IN SRZ UV HR HEJHOG.

hU HEJHOG WUZ ENGAIJD IN U F£T WIR UNURR HEJHOG, HWIZ SIMD TU
ALIS AN EKSULUNT OPRTUNUTI FAR KRQKAIV WUN UV hEM WIh hI
UhR: hI ONLI DIFIKULTI WUZ, hAT HR FLUMIVGQ WUZ GAN UKRAS TU
hI UhR SiD UV hU GORDUN, HWER ALIS KOD ST IT TR1IW/ IN U
HELPLUS SART UV WA TU FLt UP INTU U TR%.

Bt AU TiM 3% HAD KAT AU FLUMIWGQ AND BRAT IT BAK, hU F1T WUZ
QVR, AND BQOR hU HEJHOGZ WR OT UV S1T: “BUT IT DUZUNT MATR
MUZ,” RAT ALIS, “AZ AL hI ORZIZ OR GAN FRUM RIS SiD UV hU
GROND.” SQ % TUKT IT UWA UNDR HR ORM, RAT IT MiT NOT ISKAP
UGEN, AND WENT BAK FAR U LITUL MAR KONVRSASUN WIR HR FREND.

HWEN 3% GOT BAK TU AU ZEBR KAT, 3f WUZ SRPR+ZD TU FAND KW1T
U LORJ KROD KULEKTUD ROND IT: hER WUZ U DISPUT GQIl ON
BITWIN hI EKSUKUBUNR, AU KIW, AND AU KWIN, HU WR AL TAKIVW AT
WUNS, HWiL AL hU REST WR KW1T StLUNT, AND LOKT VERI
UNKUMFRTUBUL.

AU MQMUNT ALIS UPIRD, 3% WUZ UPEILD TU Bt AL RRE TU SETUL AU
KWESZUN, AND hA RIPETID RER ORGYUMUNTS TU HR, hQ, AZ hA AL
SPOK AT WUNS, %% FOND IT VERI HORD INDID TU MAK QT IGZAKTLI
HWUT hA SED.



hI EKSUKUBUNRZ ORGYUMUNT WUZ, RAT U KODUNT KUT AF U HED
UNLES hER WUZ U BODI TU KUT IT AF FRUM: hAT HE HAD NEVR HAD TU
DU SUZ U RIV BIFAR, AND HE WOZUNT GQIV TU BIGIN AT HIZ TiM UV
LiF.

hU KIWZ ORGYUMUNT WUZ, hAT ENIRIV hAT HAD U HED KOD BZf
BIHEDID, AND hAT U WRUNT TU TAK NONSENS.

hU KWINZ ORGYUMUNT WUZ, hAT IF SUMRIV WOZUNT DUN UBOT IT IN
LES RAN NQ TtM 3ID HAV EVRIBODI EKSUKUTID, AL ROND. (IT WUZ
hIS LAST RIMORK hAT HAD MAD hU HQL PORTI LOK SQ GRAV AND
AVKBUS.)

ALIS KOD RIWK UV NURIW ELS TU SA BUT “IT BILAWZ TU hU DUZUS:
UD BETR ASK HR UBOT IT.”

“®IZ IN PRIZUN,” AU KWIN SED TU hI EKSUKUBUNR: “FEZ HR HIR.”
AND RI EKSUKUSUNR WENT AF LiK AN ARQ.

hU KATS HED BIGAN FADIV UWA hU MOMUNT HE WUZ GAN, AND, Bt hU
TiM HE HAD KUM BAK WIh hU DUZUS, IT HAD ENT+RLI DISUPIRD; SQ
AU KIV AND hI EKSUKUBUNR RAN WiLDLI UP AND DON LOKIV FAR IT,
HWiL hU REST UV hU PORTI WENT BAK TU hU GAM.



CAPTR 9
hU MOK TRTULZ STARI

“U KANT RIVK HO GLAD + AM TU St U UGEN, U DIR QLD RIW!” SED hU
DUZUS, AZ 3T TUKT HR ORM UFEKBUNITLI INTU ALISIZ, AND RA WAKT
AF TUGERR.

ALIS WUZ VERI GLAD TU FiND HR IN SUZ U PLEZUNT TEMPR, AND RAT
TU HRSELF hAT PRHAPS IT WUZ ONLI hU PEPR hAT HAD MAD HR SQ
SAVIJ HWEN hA MET IN hU KIZUN.

“HWEN tM U DUEZUS,” % SED TU HRSELF, (NOT IN U VERI HQPFUL TON
hQ), “+ WONT HAV ENI PEPR IN Mt KIZUN AT AL. SUP DUZ VERI WEL
WIRQT—MABI ITS ALWIZ PEPR RAT MAKS PIPUL HOT-TEMPRD,” 3%
WENT ON, VERI MUZ PLEZD AT HAVIVY FOND OT U NU KiND UV RUL,
“AND VINUGR hAT MAKS hEM SOR—AND KAMUMiL RAT MAKS hEM
BITR—AND—AND BORLE-30GR AND SUZ RIWZ RAT MAK ZILDRUN SWET-
TEMPRD. + ONLI WI% PIPUL NU RAT: REN hA WODUNT B SQ STINII
UBoT IT, U NO—"

T HAD KWT FRGOTUN AU DUZUS Bt RIS TiM, AND WUZ U LITUL
STORTULD HWEN 3% HRD HR VOS KLQS TU HR IR. “YOR RIVKIV UBOT
SUMRIV, Mt DIR, AND hAT MAKS U FRGET TU TAK. + KANT TEL U JUST
NO HWUT AU MARUL UV RAT IZ, BUT + $AL RIMEMBR IT IN U BIT.”

“PRHAPS IT HAZUNT WUN,” ALIS VENZRD TU RIMORK.

“TUT, TUT, €1LD!” SED AU DUEUS. “EVRERIVZ GOT U MARUL, IF ONLI U
KAN FiND IT.” AND 3% SKWIZD HRSELF UP KLQSR TU ALISIZ SiD AZ
31 SPOK.

ALIS DID NOT MUZ LiK KIPIW SQ KLQS TU HR: FRST, BIKAZ AU
DUZUS WUZ VERI UGLI; AND SEKUNDLI, BIKAZ 3T WUZ IGZAKTLI RU
RiT HiT TU REST HR ZIN UPON ALISIZ 3QLDR, AND IT WUZ AN
UNKUMFRTUBLI 30RP ZIN. HOEVR, %% DID NOT LiK TU Bf RUD, SQ 3%
BAR IT AZ WEL AZ 3% KOD.



“AU GAMZ GQI/ ON RARR BETR N0O,” 3 SED, B+ WA UV KIPI/ UP hU
KONVRSARUN U LITUL.

“"TIZ SQ,” SED hU DUZUS: “AND AU MARUL UV RhAT IZ—‘Q, ‘TIZ LUV,
‘TIZ LUV, hAT MAKS hU WRLD GQ ROGND!"”

“SUMBODI SED,” ALIS HWISPRD, “hAT ITS DUN Bi EVRIBODI MiNDIV
hER ON BIZNIS!”

“O, WEL! IT MINZ MUZ AU SAM RIW,” SED AU DUZUS, DIGIV/ HR 30RP
LITUL ZIN INTU ALISIZ 3QLDR AZ %% ADID, “AND AU MARUL UV RAT
IZ—'TAK KER UV hU SENS, AND hU SONDZ WIL TAK KER UV
hEMSELVZ.””

“HO FOND %% IZ UV FANDIVW MARULZ IN RIWZ!” ALIS RAT TU HRSELF.
“+ DER SA YOR WUNDRIV HW1 £ DONT POT Mt ORM ROND YOR WAST,”
hU DUZUS SED AFTR U PAZ: “hU RTZUN IZ, hAT M DOTFUL UBOT RU
TEMPR UV YOR FLUMIWGQ. BAL + TRt Al IKSPERUMUNT?”

“HE MiT B1T,” ALIS KABUSLI RIPLtD, NOT FILIW AT AL AUKSUS TU
HAV hI IKSPERUMUNT TR1D.

“VERI TRU,” SED hU DUZUS: “FLUMIVGQZ AND MUSTRD BQR BiT. AND
hU MARUL UV RhAT IZ—'BRDZ UV U FERR FLOK TUGERR."”

“ONLI MUSTRD IZUNT U BRD,” ALIS RIMORKT.

“RiT, AZ USUUL,” SED hU DUEZUS: “HWUT U KLIR WA U HAV UV POTIV
RIVZ!”

“ITS U MINRUL, t RIVK,” SED ALIS.

“UV KARS IT IZ,” SED hU DUZUS, HU SEIMD REDI TU UGR% TU EVRIRIV
hAT ALIS SED; “hERZ U LORJ MUSTRD-MiN NIR HIR. AND hU MARUL UV
hAT IZ—hU MAR hER IZ UV MiN, hU LES hER IZ UV YORZ.””

“Q, £ NQ!” IKSKLAMD ALIS, HU HAD NOT UTENDID TU hIS LAST
RIMORK, “ITS U VEJTUBUL. IT DUZUNT LOK LiK WUN, BUT IT IZ.”



“t KWiT UGRT WIh U,” SED hU DUZUS; “AND AU MARUL UV hAT IZ—'Bf
HWUT U WOD SIM TU BF'—AR IF UD LiK IT POT MAR SIMPLI—NEVR
IMAJUN YORSELF NOT TU B UhRW1Z hAN HWUT IT M1T UPIR TU UhRZ
hAT HWUT U WR AR MiT HAV BIN WUZ NOT UnRW+tZ hAN HWUT U HAD
BIN WOD HAV UPIRD TU hEM TU BE UhRW1Z.””

“t RIVK £ 30D UNDRSTAND RAT BETR,” ALIS SED VERI PUL4TLI, “IF +
HAD IT RITUN DON: BUT £ KANT KW1T FOLQ IT AZ U SA IT.”

“hATS NURIV TU HWUT £ KOD SA IF + ¢QZ,” hU DUZUS RIPL1D, IN U
PLEZD TON.

“PRA DONT TRUBUL YORSELF TU SA IT ENI LAWGR hAN hAT,” SED
ALIS.

“Q, DONT TAK UBOT TRUBUL!” SED AU DUZUS. “+ MAK U U PREZUNT UV
EVRIRIV tV SED AZ YET.”

“U €IP SART UV PREZUNT!” RAT ALIS. “tM GLAD hA DONT GIV BRRDA
PREZUNTS LiK RAT!” BUT % DID NOT VENZR TU SA IT OT LGD.

“RIVKIV UGEN?” AU DUZUS ASKT, WIR UNURR DIG UV HR SORP LITUL
ZIN.

“tV U RiT TU RIWK,” SED ALIS BORPLI, FAR T WUZ BIGINIV/ TU FIL U
LITUL WRID.

“JUST UBOT AZ MUZ R1T,” SED hU DUZUS, “AZ PIGZ HAV TU FLt; AND
hu M—-"

BUT HIR, TU ALISIZ GRAT SRPR1Z, hU DUZESIZ VOS DiD UWA, TVUN
IN AU MIDUL UV HR FAVRIT WRD “MARUL,” AND hI ORM hAT WUZ
LIVKT INTU HRZ BIGAN TU TREMBUL. ALIS LOKT UP, AND hER STOD
hU KWIN IN FRUNT UV hEM, WIh HR ORMZ FQLDID, FRONIV LK U
RUNDRSTARM.

“U FAN DA, YOR MAJISTI!” AU DUZUS BIGAN IN U LQ, WIK VOS.



“NO, + GIV U FER WARNIW,” 30TID AU KWiIN, STAMPI/ ON AU GROND
AZ 3T SPQK; “EhR U AR YOR HED MUST BE AF, AND RAT IN UBOT HAF
NQ TiM! TAK YOR €OS!”

hU DUZUS TOK HR €0S, AND WUZ GAN IN U MQMUNT.

“LETS GQ ON WIh hU GAM,” hU KWEIN SED TU ALIS; AND ALIS WUZ TU
MUZ FR1TUND TU SA U WRD, BUT SLQLI FOLQD HR BAK TU hU KRQKA-
GROND.

hI UhR GESTS HAD TAKUN ADVANTIJ UV hU KWINZ ABSUNS, AND WR
RESTIV IN AU BAD: HOEVR, AU MOMUNT RA SA HR, hA HRID BAK TU
hU GAM, hU KWIN MIRLI RIMORKIV hAT U MOMUNTS DILA WOD KAST
hEM hER LtVZ

AL hU TtM hA WR PLAIV hU KWIN NEVR LEFT AF KWORULIV WIh hI
URR PLARZ, AND 3QTIV “AF WIR HIZ HED!” AR “AF WIR HR HED!” hQZ
HOM %% SENTUNST WR TAKUN INTU KUSTUDI Bt AU SQLIRZ, HU UV
KARS HAD TU L1V AF BEIIV ORZIZ TU DU RIS, SQ hAT B+ hI END UV
HAF AN OR AR SQ RER WR NQ ORZIZ LEFT, AND AL AU PLARZ, IKSEPT
hU K1V, hU KWZEN, AND ALIS, WR IN KUSTUDI AND UNDR SENTUNS UV
EKSUKUBUN.

hEN AU KW3IN LEFT AF, KWiT OT UV BRER, AND SED TU ALIS, “HAV U
SIN hU MOK TRTUL YET?”

“NQ,” SED ALIS. “+ DONT ¥VUN NQ HWUT U MOK TRTUL IZ.”

“ITS hU RI MOK TRTUL SUP IZ MAD FRUM,” SED hU KWZN.

“t NEVR SA WUN, AR HRD UV WUN,” SED ALIS.

“KUM ON, REN,” SED AU KWZIN, “AND HE BAL TEL U HIZ HISTRL,”

AZ hA WAKT AF TUGEhR, ALIS HRD hU KIV SA IN U LQ VOS, TU hU
KUMPUNI JENRULI, “U OR AL PORDUND.” “KUM, RATS U GOD RIW!” 3%

SED TU HRSELF, FAR 3% HAD FELT KW1T UNHAPI AT RU NUMBR UV
EKSUKUBUNZ AU KWEIN HAD ARDRD.



hA VERI SUN KAM UPON U GRIFUN, L+IV FAST USLEP IN hU SUN. (IF U
DONT NQ HWUT U GRIFUN IZ, LOK AT AU PIKZR.) “UP, LAZI RIW!” SED
hU KWIN, “AND TAK hIS YUV LADI TU ST hU MOK TRTUL, AND TU HIR
HIZ HISTRI. £ MUST GQ BAK AND ST AFTR SUM EKSUKUBUNZ t HAV
ARDRD ”; AND 3% WAKT AF, LEVIY ALIS ULON WIR AU GRIFUN. ALIS
DID NOT KW41T LiK AU LOK UV hU KREIZR, BUT ON hU HOL 3% RAT IT
WOD BT KW1T AZ SAF TU STA WIh IT AZ TU GQ AFTR hAT SAVI]
KWIN: SQ 3% WATID.

AU GRIFUN SAT UP AND RUBD ITS 1Z: REN IT WOZT AU KWIN TIL 3%
WUZ OT UV SiT: hEN IT ZUKULD. “HWUT FUN!” SED hU GRIFUN, HAF TU
ITSELF, HAF TU ALIS.

“HWUT IZ hU FUN?” SED ALIS.

“HW4, %%,” SED AU GRIFUN. “ITS AL HR FANSI, RAT: RA NEVR
EKSUKUTS NOBODI, U NQ. KUM ON!”

“EVRIBODI SEZ ‘KUM ON!" HIR,” AT ALIS, AZ 3T WENT SLQLI AFTR
IT: “+ NEVR WUZ SQ ARDRD UBOT IN AL Mt LiF, NEVR!”

hA HAD NOT GAN FOR BIFAR hA SA hU MOK TRTUL IN hU DISTUNS,
SITIV SAD AND LONLI ON U LITUL LEJ UV ROK, AND, AZ hA KAM NIRR,
ALIS KOD HIR HIM SiIl) AZ IF HIZ HORT WOD BRAK. 3% PITID HIM
DIPLI. “HWUT IZ HIZ SORQ?” %% ASKT AU GRIFUN, AND hU GRIFUN
ANSRD, VERI NIRLI IN hU SAM WRDZ AZ BIFAR, “ITS AL HIZ FANSI,
hAT: HE HAZUNT GOT NQ SORQ, U NQ. KUM ON!”

SQ hA WENT UP TU hU MOK TRTUL, HU LOKT AT hEM WIh LORJ 1Z FOL
UV TIRZ, BUT SED NURIW.

“hIS HIR YUY LADI,” SED RU GRIFUN, “®% WONTS FAR TU NQ YOR
HISTRI, 8% DU.”

“tL TEL IT HR,” SED hU MOK TRTUL IN U DIP, HOLQ TQON: “SIT DON,
BQR UV L, AND DONT SPEIK U WRD TIL +V FINIZT.”



SQ hA SAT DON, AND NOBODI SPQK FAR SUM MINUTS. ALIS RAT TU
HRSELF, “+ DONT ST HO HE KAN EIVUN FINIB, IF HE DUZUNT BIGIN.”
BUT 3 WATID PABUNTLI.

“WUNS,” SED hU MOK TRTUL AT LAST, WIh U DIP St, “+ WUZ U REUL
TRTUL.”

hiZ WRDZ WR FOLQD B1 U VERI LAY SiLUNS, BROKUN ONLI Bi AN
UKASUNUL EKSKLUMABUN UV “HIKUP!” FRUM KU GRIFUN, AND RU
KONSTUNT HEVI SOBIV UV hU MOK TRTUL. ALIS WUZ VERI NIRLI
GETIV UP AND SAIV, “RAWK U, SR, FAR YOR INTRISTIV STARI” BUT
3T KOD NOT HELP RIWKIW RER MUST B MAR TU KUM, SQ 3% SAT STIL
AND SED NURIW.

“HWEN WE WR LITUL,” hU MOK TRTUL WENT ON AT LAST, MAR KOMLI,
hQ STIL SOBIV U LITUL N© AND REN, “WE WENT TU SKUL IN hU SE. hU
MASTR WUZ AN QLD TRTUL—WZE UZD TU KAL HIM TARTUS—"

“HW1 DID U KAL HIM TARTUS, IF HE WOZUNT WUN?” ALIS ASKT.

“WE KALD HIM TARTUS BIKAZ HE TAT US,” SED hU MOK TRTUL
AVGRILI: “REULI U OR VERI DUL!”

“U AT TU BT USAMD UV YORSELF FAR ASKIV SUZ U SIMPUL KWESEZUN,”
ADID hU GRIFUN; AND hEN hA BQR SAT SiLUNT AND LOKT AT POR
ALIS, HU FELT REDI TU SIVK INTU hI Rh. AT LAST hU GRIFUN SED TU
hU MOK TRTUL, “DR1V ON, QLD FELQ! DONT B AL DA UBOT IT!” AND
HE WENT ON IN hiZ WRDZ:

“YES, W WENT TU SKUL IN hU S%, hQ U MAUNT BILEV IT-

“t NEVR SED + DIDUNT!” INTRUPTID ALIS.

“U DID,” SED hU MOK TRTUL.

“HOLD YOR TUuW!” ADID hU GRIFUN, BIFAR ALIS KOD SPIK UGEN. hU
MOK TRTUL WENT ON.

“WE HAD RU BEST UV EJUKASUNZ—IN FAKT, WE WENT TU SKOUL EVRI
DA



“tV BIN TU U DA-SKUL, TU,” SED ALIS; “U NIDUNT BT SQ PROD AZ AL
hAT.”

“WIR EKSTRUZ?” ASKT AU MOK TRTUL U LITUL AWKBUSLI.

“YES,” SED ALIS, “WE LRND FRENZ AND MUZIK.”

“AND WORIW?” SED AU MOK TRTUL.

“SRTUNLI NOT!” SED ALIS INDIGNUNTLI.

“O! hEN YORZ WOZUNT U RTULI GOD SKUL,” SED hU MOK TRTUL IN U
TON UV GRAT RILEF. “NO AT ORZ hA HAD AT hI END UV hU BIL,
‘FRENZ, MUZIK, AND WORIV—EKSTRU.”

“U KODUNT HAV WONTID IT MUZ,” SED ALIS; “LIVI/ AT AU BOTUM ULV
hu St.”

“t KODUNT UFARD TU LRN IT.” SED hU MOK TRTUL WIh U St. “+ ONLI
TOK hU REGYULR KARS.”

“HWUT WUZ hAT?” INKW1RD ALIS.

“RILIV AND RihIW, UV KARS, TU BIGIN WIh,” hU MOK TRTUL RIPL1D;
“AND REN hU DIFRUNT BRANZIZ UV URIRMUTIK—AMBIRUN,
DISTRAKBUN, UGLIFIKABUN, AND DRISUN.”

“t NEVR HRD UV ‘UGLIFIKABUN,” ALIS VENZRD TU SA. “HWUT IZ IT?”

hU GRIFUN LIFTID UP BQR ITS PAZ IN SRPRtZ. “HWUT! NEVR HRD UV
UGLIFLIW!” IT IKSKLAMD. “U NQ HWUT TU BUTIFt IZ, + SUPQZ?”

“YES,” SED ALIS DOTFOLI: “IT MEINZ—TU—MAK—ENIRI/—PRITER.”

“WEL, REN,” hU GRIFUN WENT ON, “IF U DONT NQ HWUT TU UGLIFz IZ,
U OR U SIMPULTUN.”

ALIS DID NOT FEIL ENKRIID TU ASK ENI MAR KWESZUNZ UBOT IT, SQ
%I TRND TU AU MOK TRTUL, AND SED “HWUT ELS HAD U TU LRN?”



“WEL, hER WUZ MISTRE,” hU MOK TRTUL RIPLiD, KONTIW AF hU
SUBJIKTS ON HIZ FLAPRZ, “—MISTRE, ANCUNT AND MODRN, WIh St-
UGRAF: hEN DRALIV—RI QLD DRALIWV-MASTR WUZ AN QLD KAWR-IL,
hAT UZD TU KUM WUNS U WIK: HE TAT US DLALIV, STREZIV, AND
FANTIV IN KOLZ.”

“HWUT WUZ hAT LitK?” SED ALIS.

“WEL, £ KANT 2Q IT U M1SELF,” AU MOK TRTUL SED: “tM TU STIF.
AND hU GRIFUN NEVR LRNT IT.”

“HADUNT TiM,” SED hU GRIFUN: “+ WENT TU hU KLASIKS MASTR, hQ.
HE WUZ AN QLD KRAB, HE WUZ.”

“t NEVR WENT TU HIM,” hU MOK TRTUL SED WIh U St: “HE TAT LAFIV
AND GRZEF, hA UZD TU SA.”

“SQ HT DID, SQ HE DID,” SED hU GRIFUN, StIV) IN HIZ TRN; AND BOR
KREIZRZ HID hER FASIZ IN RER PAZ.

“AND HO MENI ORZ U DA DID U DU LESUNZ?” SED ALIS, IN U HRI TU
ZAN] AU SUBJEKT.

“TEN ORZ hU FRST DA,” SED hU MOK TRTUL: “NiN hU NEKST, AND SQ
ON.”

“HWUT U KYORIUS PLAN!” IKSKLAMD ALIS.

“hATS hU RTZUN hER KALD LESUNZ,” hU GRIFUN RIMORKT: “BIKAZ hA
LESUN FRUM DA TU DA.”

RIS WUZ KW1T U NU £DIU TU ALIS, AND %% RAT IT QVR U LITUL
BIFAR ¥ MAD HR NEKST RIMORK. “REN hI ILEVUNR DA MUST HAV BIN
U HOLUDA?”

“UV KARS IT WUZ,” SED hU MOK TRTUL.

“AND HO DID U MANIJ ON hU TWELFR?” ALIS WENT ON IGRLI.



“hATS INUF UBOT LESUNZ,” hU GRIFUN INTRUPTID IN U VERI DIStDID
TON: “TEL HR SUMRIV UBOT hU GAMZ NO.”
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hU LOBSTR KWODRIL

hU MOK TRTUL SiD DIPLI, AND DRU hU BAK UV WUN FLAPR UKRAS
HIZ t+Z. HE LOKT AT ALIS, AND TRiD TU SPIK, BUT FAR U MINIT AR TU
SOBZ ZQKT HIZ VOS. “SAM AZ IF HE HAD U BQN IN HIZ RRQT,” SED hU
GRIFUN: AND IT SET TU WRK 3AKIW HIM AND PUNZIV HIM IN RU BAK.
AT LAST hU MOK TRTUL RIKUVRD HIZ VOS, AND, WIh TIRZ RUNIV DON
HIZ ZIKS, HE WENT ON UGEN:—

“U MA NOT HAV LiVD MUZ UNDR hU St—" (“+ HAVUNT,” SED ALIS)—
“AND PRHAPS U WR NEVR IVUN INTRUDUST TU U LOBSTR—" (ALIS
BIGAN TU SA “t+ WUNS TASTID—" BUT ZEKT HRSELF HASTILI, AND SED
“NQ, NEVR ”) “=SQ U KAN HAV NQ tDIU HWUT U DIL:TFUL RIV U
LOBSTR KWODRIL IZ!”

“NQ, INDID,” SED ALIS. “HWUT SART UV U DANS IZ IT?”

“HW1,” SED AU GRIFUN, “U FRST FARM INTU U LiN ULAVY AU SE-3AR—"

“TU LENZ!” KR1D hU MOK TRTUL. “SILZ, TRTULZ, SAMUN, AND SQ ON;
REN, HWEN UV KLIRD AL AU JELE-FIS OT UV AU WA—"

“hAT JENRULI TAKS SUM TiM,” INTRUPTID hU GRIFUN.

“—U UDVANS TW1S—"

“¥¢ WIh U LOBSTR AZ U PORTNR!” KR+D AU GRIFUN.

“UV KARS,” iU MOK TRTUL SED: “UDVANS TW1S, SET TU PORTNRZ—"
“—ZAN] LOBSTRZ, AND RIT4R IN SAM ARDR,” KUNTINUD hU GRIFUN.
“hEN, U NQ,” hU MOK TRTUL WENT ON, “U RRQ hU-"

“AU LOBSTRZ!” 3OTID AU GRIFUN, WIR U BOND INTU RI ER.



“—AZ FOR OT TU ST AZ U KAN-"
“SWIM AFTR REM!” SKRIMD hU GRIFUN.

“TRN U SUMRSALT IN hU ST!” KRiD hU MOK TRTUL, KAPRIV W1LDLI
UBOT.

“CAN] LOBSTRZ UGEN!” YELD hU GRIFUN AT RU TOP UV ITS VOS.

“BAK TU LAND UGEN, AND hATS AL hU FRST FIGYUR,” SED hU MOK
TRTUL, SUDUNLI DROPIV HIZ VOS; AND hU TU KRETZRZ, HU HAD BIN
JUMPIV UBOT LtK MAD RIVZ AL hIS TiM, SAT DON UGEN VERI SADLI
AND KW2UTLI, AND LOKT AT ALIS.

“IT MUST BZE U VERI PRITI DANS,” SED ALIS TIMIDLI.
“WOD U LtK TU ST U LITUL UV IT?” SED hU MOK TRTUL.
“VERI MUZ INDID,” SED ALIS.

“KUM, LETS TRt hU FRST FIGYUR!” SED hU MOK TRTUL TU hU GRIFUN.
“WI KAN DU WIRQT LOBSTRZ, U NQ. HWIZ SAL SI?’

“Q, U SIW,” SED hU GRIFUN. “tV FRGOTUN hU WRDZ.”

SQ hA BIGAN SOLUMLI DANSIV ROND AND ROND ALIS, EVRI N© AND
hEN TREDIV ON HR TQZ HWEN hA PAST TU KLQS, AND WAVIV hER
FARPAZ TU MORK hU TiM, HWiL hU MOK TRTUL SAV hIS, VERI SLOLI
AND SADLI:—

“WIL U WAK U LITUL FASTR?’ SED U HW1TIV TU U SNAL.

‘hERZ U PARPUS KLQS BIHiND US, AND HIZ TREDIV/ ON Mt TAL.
ST HO IGRLI hU LOBSTRZ AND hU TRTULZ AL UDVANS!

hA OR WATIW ON AU BIWGUL—WIL U KUM AND JON hU DANS?

WIL U, WONT U, WIL U, WONT U, WIL U JON hU DANS?
WIL U, WONT U, WIL U, WONT U, WONT U JON hU DANS?

‘U KAN RTULI HAV NQ NOBUN HO DILiTFUL IT WIL Bf
HWEN hA TAK US UP AND RRQ US, WIh hU LOBSTRZ, OT TU STV



BUT hU SNAL RIPL1iD ‘TU FOR, TU FOR!" AND GAV U LOK
USKANS—

SED HI RAVUKT hU HW1TIl) KiNDLI, BUT HE WOD NOT JON hU
DANS.

WOD NOT, KOD NOT, WOD NOT, KOD NOT, WOD NOT JON hU
DANS.
WOD NOT, KOD NOT, WOD NOT, KOD NOT, KOD NOT JON hu
DANS.

“HWUT MATRZ IT HO FOR W% GQ?" HIZ SKALI FREND RIPL1D.
‘AER IZ UNURR BAR, U NQ, UPON hI URR SiD.

hU FRhR AF FRUM IWGLUND hU NIRR IZ TU FRANS—

hEN TRN NOT PAL, BILUVID SNAL, BUT KUM AND JON hU DANS.

WIL U, WONT U, WIL U, WONT U, WIL U JON hU DANS?
WIL U, WONT U, WIL U, WONT U, WONT U JON hU DANS?"”

“RAWK U, ITS U VERI INTRISTIV DANS TU WOEZ,” SED ALIS, FELIV
VERI GLAD hAT IT WUZ QVR AT LAST: “AND £ DU SQ LiK hAT
KYORIUS SAV UBOT hU HWTIW!”

“Q, AZ TU hU HW1TIW,” SED hU MOK TRTUL, “hA—UV SIN hEM, UV
KARS?”

“YES,” SED ALIS, “tV AFUN SIN REM AT DIN—" 3% CEKT HRSELF
HASTILI.

“t DONT NQ HWER DIN MA B%,” SED hU MOK TRTUL, “BUT IF UV SEIN
hEM SQ AFUN, UV KARS U NQ HWUT hER L1K.”

“+ BILEV SQ,” ALIS RIPLiD RATFULI. “hA HAV hER TALZ IN hER
MOhZ—AND hER AL QVR KRUMZ.”

“YOR RAV UBOT hU KRUMZ,” SED hU MOK TRTUL: “KRUMZ WOD AL
WO2 AF IN hU S%. BUT RA HAV RER TALZ IN hER MOR”Z; AND hU REZUN
IZ—" HIR AU MOK TRTUL YAND AND BUT HIZ +Z.—"TEL HR UBOT AU
REZUN AND AL hAT,” HE SED TU hU GRIFUN.



“hU RTZUN IZ,” SED hU GRIFUN, “hAT hA WOD GQ WIh hU LOBSTRZ TU
hU DANS. SQ hA GOT RRON OT TU SE. SQ hA HAD TU FAL U LAY WA.
SQ hA GOT hER TALZ FAST IN hER MOhZ. SQ hA KODUNT GET hEM QT
UGEN. hATS AL.”

“RAWK U,” SED ALIS, “ITS VERI INTRISTIW. £ NEVR NU SQ MUZ UBOT
U HW1TIV BIFAR.”

“t KAN TEL U MAR hAN hAT, IF U LtK,” SED hU GRIFUN. “DU U NQ HW+t
ITS KALD U HW1TIWS?”

“t NEVR BAT UBOT IT,” SED ALIS. “HW1?”
“IT DUZ AU BUTS AND 3UZ.” AU GRIFUN RIPLiD VERI SOLUMLI.

ALIS WUZ RRULI PUZULD. “DUZ RU BUTS AND BUZ!” 3% RIPETID IN U
WUNDRIV TON.

“HW1, HWUT OR YOR 3UZ DUN WIR?” SED AU GRIFUN. “t+ MEIN, HWUT
MAKS hEM SQ $iNE?”

ALIS LOKT DON AT REM, AND KUNSIDRD U LITUL BIFAR 3% GAV HR
ANSR. “hER DUN WIh BLAKIV, + BILEV.”

“BUTS AND 3UZ UNDR hU S%,” AU GRIFUN WENT ON IN U DfP VOS, “OR
DUN WIh U HW1TIW. NO U NQ.”

“AND HWUT OR hA MAD UV?” ALIS ASKT IN U TON UV GRAT
KYORIOSITI.

“SQLZ AND ILZ, UV KARS,” AU GRIFUN RIPLiD RARR IMPABUNTLI: “ENI
SRIMP KOD HAV TQLD U hAT.”

“IF £D BIN hU HW1TIW,” SED ALIS, HUZ RATS WR STIL RUNIV ON hU
SAW, “+D HAV SED TU hU PARPUS, ‘KIP BAK, PLTZ: WE DONT WONT U
WIh US!’™”

“hA WR UBL1ID TU HAV HIM WIh hEM,” hU MOK TRTUL SED: “NQ WtZ
FI%S WOD GQ ENIHWER WIRQT U PARPUS.”



“WODUNT IT RTULI?” SED ALIS IN U TON UV GRAT SRPRtZ.

“UV KARS NOT,” SED AU MOK TRTUL: “HW4, IF U FI% KAM TU MZ, AND
TQLD ME HE WUZ GQIV U JRNZ, + 30D SA ‘WIh HWUT PARPUS?”

“DONT U MEN ‘PRPUS’?” SED ALIS.

“t MEN HWUT 1 SA,” hU MOK TRTUL RIPLiD IN AN UFENDID TQON. AND
hU GRIFUN ADID “KUM, LETS HIR SUM UV YOR ADVENZRZ.”

“+ KOD TEL U Mt ADVENZRZ—BIGINIV FRUM hIS MARNIV,” SED ALIS
U LITUL TIMIDLI: “BUT ITS NQ US GQIV BAK TU YESTRDA, BIKAZ %
WUZ U DIFRUNT PRSUN REN.”

“IKSPLAN AL RAT,” SED hU MOK TRTUL.

“NQ, NQ! hI ADVENZRZ FRST,” SED hU GRIFUN IN AN IMPABUNT TQN:
“EKSPLUNASUNZ TAK SUZ U DREDFUL TiM.”

SQ ALIS BIGAN TELIW REM HR ADVENZRZ FRUM AU TiM HWEN 3%
FRST SA AU HW1T RABIT. 3% WUZ U LITUL NRVUS UBOT IT JUST AT
FRST, AU TU KREZRZ GOT SQ KLQS TU HR, WUN ON ¢ SiD, AND
QPUND RER 1Z AND MORZ SQ VERI WiD, BUT 3T GAND KRUJ AZ 3%
WENT ON. HR LISUNRZ WR PRFIKTLI KW1UT TIL 3% GOT TU hU PORT
UBOT HR RIPITIV “U OR QLD, FORR WILYUM,” TU hU KATRPILR, AND
hU WRDZ AL KUMIV DIFRUNT, AND hEN hU MOK TRTUL DRU U LAV
BRER, AND SED “hATS VERI KYORIUS.”

“ITS AL UBOT AZ KYORIUS AZ IT KAN BZ,” SED hU GRIFUN.

“IT AL KAM DIFRUNT!” AU MOK TRTUL RIPETID RATFULIL. “+ 30D LiK
TU HIR HR TRt AND RIPET SUMRIV NO@. TEL HR TU BIGIN.” HE LOKT AT
hU GRIFUN AZ IF HE RAT IT HAD SUM KiND UV URARUTI QVR ALIS.
“STAND UP AND RIPEIT “TIZ hU VOS UV hU SLUGRD,”” SED hU GRIFUN.
“HO AU KREZRZ ARDR WUN UBOT, AND MAK WUN RIPET LESUNZ!” RAT

ALIS; “t MiT AZ WEL BT AT SKUL AT WUNS.” HOEVR, 3% GOT UP, AND
BIGAN TU RIPET IT, BUT HR HED WUZ SQ FOL UV hU LOBSTR



KWODRIL, RAT %% HORDLI NU HWUT %% WUZ SAIW, AND iU WRDZ KAM
VERI KWIR INDID:—

“TIZ hU VOS UV hU LOBSTR; £ HRD HIM DIKLER,

‘U HAV BAKT MX TU BRON, £ MUST 30GR Mt HER.

AZ U DUK WIh ITS 1LIDZ, SQ HE WIh HIZ NQZ

TRIMZ HIZ BELT AND HIZ BUTUNZ, AND TRNZ OT HIZ TQZ.”

HWEN hU SANDZ OR AL DR%, HE IZ GA AZ U LORK,
AND WIL TAK IN KUNTEMPZUUS TONZ UV hU BORK,
BUT, HWEN AU TiD R1ZIZ AND B0RKS OR URGND,
HIZ VOS HAZ U TIMID AND TREMYULUS SOND.

“hATS DIFRUNT FRUM HWUT + UZD TU SA HWEN t+ WUZ U €+LD,” SED
hU GRIFUN.

“WEL, £ NEVR HRD IT BIFAR,” SED hU MOK TRTUL; “BUT IT SONDZ
UNKOMUN NONSENS.”

ALIS SED NURIV; 3T HAD SAT DON WIR HR FAS IN HR HANDZ,
WUNDRIV IF ENIRIV WOD EVR HAPUN IN U NACRUL WA UGEN.

“t 30D LiK TU HAV IT IKSPLAND,” SED AU MOK TRTUL.

“®T KANT IKSPLAN IT,” SED AU GRIFUN HASTILI. “GQ ON WIR hU
NEKST VRS.”

“BUT UBOT HIZ TQZ?” hU MOK TRTUL PRSISTID. “HO KOD HE TRN hEM
OT WIh HIZ NQZ, U NQ?”

“ITS AU FRST PUZIBUN IN DANSIW.” ALIS SED; BUT WUZ DREDFULI
PUZULD B+ AU HQL RIW, AND LAWD TU ZANJ U SUBJEKT.

“GQ ON WIRh AU NEKST VRS,” AU GRIFUN RIPETID IMPABUNTLI: “IT
BIGINZ ‘t PAST Bt HIZ GORDUN.”

ALIS DID NOT DER TU DISUBA, hQ 3% FELT 30R IT WOD AL KUM RAV,
AND %% WENT ON IN U TREMBLIV VOS:—



“+ PAST Bt HIZ GORDUN, AND MORKT, WIh WUN 4,
HO I OL AND AU PANRR WR BERIV U Pt—

hU PANRR TOK P+-KRUST, AND GRAVI, AND MZT,
HW1iL hI OL HAD hU DI% AZ ITS 3ER UV hU TRZT.

“HWEN RU P+ WUZ AL FINIZT, RI OL, AZ U BON,

WUZ KiNDLI PRMITID TU POKUT hU SPUN:

HWiL hU PANRR RISEVD NiF AND FARK WIh U GROL,
AND KUNKLUDID hU BAWKWUT Bt—"

“HWUT IZ hU US UV RIPETIV AL hAT STUF,” hU MOK TRTUL INTRUPTID,
“IF U DONT IKSPLAN IT AZ U GQ ON? ITS Bi FOR hU MQST KUNFUZIV)
RIV £ EVR HRD!”

“YES, + RIVK UD BETR LIV AF,” SED hU GRIFUN: AND ALIS WUZ QONLI
TU GLAD TU DU SQ.

“®AL WT TRt UNURR FIGYUR UV AU LOBSTR KWODRIL?” AU GRIFUN
WENT ON. “AR WOD U LK AU MOK TRTUL TU SIV U U SAW?”

“Q, U SAVY, PLEZ, IF hU MOK TRTUL WOD B SQ KiND,” ALIS RIPL1D,
SQ IGRLI hAT hU GRIFUN SED, IN U RARR UFENDID TON, “HM! NQ
UKONTIV FAR TASTS! SI HR ‘TRTUL SUP,” WIL U, QLD FELQ?”

hU MOK TRTUL SiD DIPLI, AND BIGAN, IN U VOS SUMTiMZ ZOKT WIh
SOBZ, TU SIV) hIS:—

“BUTIFUL SUP, SQ RIZ AND GRZN,
WATIW IN U HOT TRIN!

HU FAR SUZ DANTIZ WOD NOT STUP?
SUP UV hI IVNIW, BUTIFUL SUP!

SUP UV hI VNIV, BUTIFUL SUP!
BU—UTIFOL SU—UP!

BU—UTIFOL SU—UP!?

SU—UP UV hI I—F—IVNIV,

BUTIFUL,? BUTIFUL SUP!

“BUTIFUL SUP! HU KERZ FAR FI3,
GAM, AR ENI URR DIB?



HU WOD NOT GIV AL ELS FAR TU
PENIWRR ONLI UV BUTIFUL SUP?
PENIWRR ONLI UV BUTIFUL SUP?
BU—UTIFOL? SU—UP!

BU—-UTIFOL SU—UP!?

SU—UP UV hI I—F—EVNIV,
BUTIFUL, BUTIFOL SUP!”

“KARUS UGEN!” KR1D hU GRIFUN, AND hU MOK TRTUL HAD JUST BIGUN
TU RIPET IT, HWEN U KR+ UV “hU TRiULZ BIGINIW!” WUZ HRD IN hU
DISTUNS.

“KUM ON!” KRiD hU GRIFUN, AND, TAKIV ALIS Bt hU HAND, IT HRID
AF, WIROT WATIV FAR hI END UV hU SAW.

“HWUT TRUL IZ IT?” ALIS PANTID AZ %% RAN; BUT AU GRIFUN QNLI
ANSRD “KUM ON!” AND RAN hU FASTR, HWiL MAR AND MAR FANTLI
KAM, KARID ON hU BREZ hAT FOLQD hEM, hU MELUNKOLI WRDZ:—

“SU—UP UV hI £—ZX—1VNIV,
BUTIFUL, BUTIFUL? SUP!”
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HU STQOL hU TORTS?

hU KIV AND KWXEN UV HORTS WR SETID ON hER RRON HWEN hA
URtVD, WIh U GRAT KROD USEMBULD UBOT hEM—AL SARTS UV LITUL
BRDZ AND BISTS, AZ WEL AZ hU HOL PAK UV KORDZ: hU NAV WUZ
STANDIV BIFAR REM, IN €ANZ, WIR U SQLIR ON ¢ SiD TU GORD
HIM; AND NIR hU KIV WUZ hU HW1T RABIT, WIh U TRUMPIT IN WUN
HAND, AND U SKRQL UV PORZMUNT IN hI URR. IN AU VERI MIDUL UV
AU KART WUZ U TABUL, WIR U LOR] DI% UV TORTS UPON IT: RA LOKT
SQ GOD, RAT IT MAD ALIS KW+T HUWGRI TU LOK AT REM—“t WIS RAD
GET AU TRiUL DUN,” 3% RAT, “AND HAND ROND RU RUFRESMUNTS!” BUT
RER SEMD TU BX NQ ZANS UV RIS, SQ 3% BIGAN LOKIV AT EVRIRIV
UBOT HR, TU PAS UWA hU TiM.

ALIS HAD NEVR BIN IN U KART UV JUSTIS BIFAR, BUT %% HAD RED
UBOT REM IN BOKS, AND % WUZ KW+T PLEZD TU FiND RAT %% NU RU
NAM UV NIRLI EVRIRIV RER. “RATS AU JUJ,” 3 SED TU HRSELF,
“BIKAZ UV HIZ GRAT WIG.”

huU JUJ, B hU WA, WUZ hU KIW; AND AZ HE WAR HIZ KRON QVR hU
WIG, (LOK AT hU FRUNTSPZS IF U WONT TU ST HO HE DID IT,) HE DID
NOT LOK AT AL KUMFRTUBUL, AND IT WUZ SRTUNLI NOT BIKUMIW.

“AND RATS RhU JORI-BOKS,” RAT ALIS, “AND hQZ TWELV KRIZRZ,” (3%
WUZ UBL1ID TU SA “KREIZRZ,” U ST, BIKAZ SUM UV hEM WR ANUMULZ,
AND SUM WR BRDZ,) “+ SUPQZ hA OR AU JORRZ.” 3T SED RIS LAST
WRD TU AR RRE TtMZ QVR TU HRSELF, BXI RARR PROD UV IT: FAR
%I RAT, AND RiTLI TU, RAT VERI FU LITUL GRLZ UV HR AJ NU RU
MINIV UV IT AT AL. HOEVR, “JORI-MEN ” WOD HAV DUN JUST AZ WEL.

hU TWELV JORRZ WR AL RTIW VERI BIZULI ON SLATS. “HWUT OR hA
DUIW?” ALIS HWISPRD TU hU GRIFUN. “hA KANT HAV ENIRIV TU POT
DON YET, BIFAR hU TRtULZ BIGUN.”

“hER POTIV DON hER NAMZ,” hU GRIFUN HWISPRD IN RIPL%t, “FAR FIR
hA 30D FRGET REM BIFAR RI END UV AU TRiUL.”



“STUPID RIWZ!” ALIS BIGAN IN U LOD, INDIGNUNT VOS, BUT 3% STOPT
HASTILI, FAR hU HW+T RABIT KRiD OT, “S£LUNS IN hU KART!” AND hU
KIV POT ON HIZ SPEKTUKULZ AND LOKT AWKSBUSLI ROND, TU MAK OT
HU WUZ TAKIW.

ALIS KOD S%, AZ WEL AZ IF 3 WR LOKIV QVR RER 3QLDRZ, RAT AL
AU JORRZ WR RiTIV DON “STUPID RIWZ!” ON RER SLATS, AND 3% KOD
IVUN MAK OT hAT WUN UV hEM DIDUNT NQ HO TU SPEL “STUPID,” AND
hAT HE HAD TU ASK HIZ NABR TU TEL HIM. “U NS MUDUL hER
SLATSUL B% IN BIFAR hU TRitULZ QVR!” RAT ALIS.

WUN UV hU JORRZ HAD U PENSUL hAT SKWZKT. hIS UV KARS, ALIS
KOD NOT STAND, AND %% WENT ROND AU KART AND GOT BIHiND HIM,
AND VERI SUN FOND AN OPRTUNUTI UV TAKIW IT UWA. 3% DID IT SQ
KWIKLI RAT hU POR LITUL JORR (IT WUZ BIL, hU LIZRD) KOD NOT
MAK OT AT AL HWUT HAD BIKUM UV IT; SQ, AFTR HUNTIV AL UBOT
FAR IT, HE WUZ UBL1ID TU R+T WIh WUN FIWGR FAR hU REST UV RhU
DA; AND hIS WUZ UV VERI LITUL US, AZ IT LEFT NO MORK ON hU
SLAT.

“HERULD, REID RI AKUZABUN!” SED RU KIW.

ON hIS hU HW1T RABIT BLU RRE BLASTS ON hU TRUMPIT, AND hEN
UNRQLD hU PORZMUNT SKRQL, AND RED AZ FOLQZ:—

“AU KWEN UV HORTS, 3% MAD SUM TORTS,
AL ON U SUMR DA:

hU NAV UV HORTS, HE STQL hQZ TORTS,
AND TOK hEM KW1T UWA!”

“KUNSIDR YOR VRDIKT,” hU KIV SED TU hU JORI.

“NOT YET, NOT YET!” hU RABIT HASTILI INTRUPTID. “hERZ U GRAT
DiIL TU KUM BIFAR hAT!”

“KAL hU FRST WITNUS,” SED hU KIW; AND hU HW1T RABIT BLU RR%
BLASTS ON hU TRUMPIT, AND KALD OT, “FRST WITNUS!”



hU FRST WITNUS WUZ hU HATR. HE KAM IN WIh U TEIKUP IN WUN HAND
AND U PES UV BRED-AND-BUTR IN hI UhR. “t BEG PORDUN, YOR
MAJISTI,” HE BIGAN, “FAR BRIVIV hiZ IN: BUT + HADUNT KW4T
FINIST Mt TE HWEN £ WUZ SENT FAR.”

“U AT TU HAV FINIZT,” SED AU KIW. “HWEN DID U BIGIN?”

hU HATR LOKT AT AU MOREZ HER, HU HAD FOLQD HIM INTU AU KART,
ORM-IN-ORM WIh AU DARMGOS. “FARTEINR UV MOREZ, t+ RIVK IT WUZ,”
HE SED.

“FIFTEINR,” SED hU MORZ HER.

“SIKSTINR,” ADID hU DARMOS.

“RiT hAT DON,” hU KI¥ SED TU hU JORI, AND hU JORI ¥GRLI RQT DON
AL RRT DATS ON RER SLATS, AND REN ADID hEM UP, AND RIDUST hI
ANSR TU BILIVZ AND PENS.

“TAK AF YOR HAT,” hU KIV) SED TU hU HATR.

“IT TZUNT MiN,” SED hU HATR.

“STAOLUN!” hU KIW IKSKLAMD, TRNIV TU hU JORI, HU INSTUNTLI MAD
U MEMRANDUM UV hU FAKT.

“t KIP REM TU SEL,” iU HATR ADID AZ AN EKSPLUNASUN; “£V NUN UV
Mt ON. tM U HATR.”

HIR hU KWEIN POT ON HR SPEKTUKULZ, AND BIGAN STERIV AT hU
HATR, HU TRND PAL AND FIJITID.

“GIV YOR EVUDUNS,” SED hU KIV; “AND DONT BE NRVUS, AR 1L HAV U
EKSUKUTID ON hU SPOT.”

RIS DID NOT SEIM TU ENKRIJ AU WITNUS AT AL: HE KEPT BIFTIV FRUM
WUN FOT TU hI UhR, LOKIV UNEZULI AT hU KWIN, AND IN HIZ
KUNFUSUN HE BIT U LORJ PES OT UV HIZ TEKUP INSTED UV hU BRED-
AND-BUTR.



JUST AT RIS MQMUNT ALIS FELT U VERI KYORIUS SENSABUN, HWIZ
PUZULD HR U GOD DXL UNTIL 3% MAD OT HWUT IT WUZ: 3T WUZ
BIGINIV TU GRQ LORJR UGEN, AND %% RAT AT FRST 3t WOD GET UP
AND LTV AU KART; BUT ON SEKUND RATS 3% DIStDID TU RIMAN HWER
3T WUZ AZ LAV AZ RER WUZ RUM FAR HR.

“t WI% U WODUNT SKW%Z SQ.” SED hU DARMOS, HU WUZ SITIV NEKST
TU HR. “+ KAN HORDLI BR%Ih.”

“t KANT HELP IT,” SED ALIS VERI MIKLI: “tM GRQIW.”

“UV NQ RiT TU GRQ HIR,” SED hU DARMOS.

“DONT TAK NONSENS,” SED ALIS MAR BQLDLI: “U NQ YOR GRQIV TU.”
“YES, BUT £ GRQ AT U RTZUNUBUL PAS,” SED hU DARMGS: “NOT IN hAT
RIDIKYULUS FABUN.” AND HE GOT UP VERI SULKILI AND KRAST QVR
TU hI URR SiD UV hU KART.

AL hIS T+M hU KWIN HAD NEVR LEFT AF STERIV AT hU HATR, AND,
JUST AZ AU DARMOS KRAST AU KART, 3% SED TU WUN UV RI AFISRZ
UV hU KART, “BRIV M hU LIST UV hU SIVRZ IN hU LAST KONSRT!” ON
HWIZ AU REZID HATR TREMBULD SQ, RAT HE 30K BQR HIZ 3UZ AF.

“GIV YOR EVUDUNS,” AU KIV RIPETID AWGRILI, “AR L HAV U
EKSUKUTID, HWERR YOR NRVUS AR NOT.”

“tM U POR MAN, YOR MAJISTI,” hU HATR BIGAN, IN U TREMBLIV VOS,
“—AND + HADUNT BIGUN Mt TE—NOT UBUV U WIK AR SQ—AND HWUT
WIh hU BRED-AND-BUTR GETIV SQ RIN—AND hU TWIWKLIV UV hU T
“hU TWIVWKLIW UV AU HWUT?” SED hU KIW.

“IT BIGAN WIh hU T%,” hU HATR RIPL1D.

“UV KARS TWIWKLIVY BIGINZ WIR U TE!” SED AU KIW BORPLI. “DU U
TAK MI FAR U DUNS? GQ ON!”

“tM U POR MAN,” hU HATR WENT ON, “AND MQST RIVZ TWIWKULD
AFTR RAT—QNLI AU MORZ HER SED—"



“+ DIDUNT!” AU MORZ HER INTRUPTID IN U GRAT HRI.

“U DID!” SED hU HATR.

“+ DINt IT!” SED AU MORZ HER.

“HE DINtZ IT,” SED hU KIW: “LEV OT hAT PORT.”

“WEL, AT ENI RAT, hU DARMOS SED—" hU HATR WENT ON, LOKIV
AVKBUSLI ROND TU St IF HE WOD DINt IT TU: BUT hU DARMOS DINtD
NURIV, BEIW FAST USLZP.

“AFTR hAT,” KUNTINUD hU HATR, “t KUT SUM MAR BRED- AND-BUTR—"
“BUT HWUT DID hU DARMOS SA?” WUN UV hU JORI ASKT.

“hAT t KANT RIMEMBR,” SED hU HATR.

“U MUST RIMEMBR,” RIMORKT hU KIW, “AR L HAV U EKSUKUTID.”

hU MIZRUBUL HATR DROPT HIZ TEIKUP AND BRED-AND-BUTR, AND
WENT DON ON WUN NZ. “tM U POR MAN, YOR MAJISTI,” HE BIGAN.

“YOR U VERI POR SPIKR,” SED hU KIW.

HIR WUN UV hU GINI-PIGZ ZIRD, AND WUZ IMIDIITLI SUPREST Bt hI
AFISRZ UV hU KART. (AZ hAT IZ RARR U HORD WRD, + WIL JUST
IKSPLAN TU U HO IT WUZ DUN. hA HAD U LORJ KANVUS BAG, HWIZ
TiD UP AT hU MOR WIh STRIWZ: INTU hIS hA SLIPT hU GINI-PIG, HED
FRST, AND hEN SAT UPON IT.)

“tM GLAD 1V SEIN hAT DUN,” RAT ALIS. “tV SQ AFUN RED IN hU
NUZPAPRZ, AT hI END UV TRtULZ, ‘hER WUZ SUM UTEMPTS AT UPLAZ,
HWIZ WUZ IMIDIITLI SUPREST Bt RI AFISRZ UV hU KART,” AND +
NEVR UNDRSTOD HWUT IT MENT TIL NQ.”

“IF hATS AL U NQ UBOT IT, U MA STAND DON,” KUNTINUD huU KIW.

“t KANT GQ NQ LQOR,” SED hU HATR: “tM ON hU FLAR, AZ IT IZ.”



“hEN U MA SIT DON,” hU KIV RIPL1D.
HIR hI UhR GINI-PIG ZIRD, AND WUZ SUPREST.

“KUM, RAT FINIBT AU GINI-PIGZ!” hAT ALIS. “NO WE AL GET ON
BETR.”

“tD RARR FINIZ Mt T%,” SED AU HATR, WIR AN AWKSUS LOK AT RU
KWIN, HU WUZ RIDIV hU LIST UV SIVRZ.

“U MA GQ,” SED hU K1V, AND hU HATR HRIDLI LEFT hU KART, WIhOT
TVUN WATIV TU POT HIZ 3UZ ON.

“—AND JUST TAK HIZ HED AF @TSiD,” hU KWIN ADID TU WUN UV hI
AFISRZ: BUT hU HATR WUZ OT UV SiT BIFAR hI AFUSR KOD GET TU
hU DAR.

“KAL hU NEKST WITNUS!” SED hU KIW.

AU NEKST WITNUS WUZ hU DUZESIZ KOK. 3% KARID AU PEPR-BOKS IN
HR HAND, AND ALIS GEST HU IT WUZ, TVUN BIFAR %% GOT INTU RU
KART, B+ hU WA hU PIPUL NIR hU DAR BIGAN SNEZIV AL AT WUNS.
“GIV YOR EVUDUNS,” SED hU KIW.

“®ANT,” SED RU KOK.

AU KIVW LOKT AWKSBUSLI AT AU HW1T RABIT, HU SED IN U LQ VOS,
“YOR MAJISTI MUST KRAS-IGZAMIN hIS WITNUS.”

“WEL, IF £ MUST, £ MUST,” hU KI¥ SED, WIh U MELUNKOLI ER, AND,
AFTR FOLDIV HIZ ORMZ AND FRONIV AT hU KOK TIL HIZ +Z WR NIRLI
OT UV S1T, HE SED IN U DXP VOS, “HWUT OR TORTS MAD UV?”

“PEPR, MQSTLI,” SED hU KOK.

“TRIKUL,” SED U SLEPI VOS BIHiND HR.



“KOLR RAT DARMOS,” iU KWIN BRIKT OT. “BIHED RAT DARMOS! TRN
hAT DARMOS OT UV KART! SUPRES HIM! PINZ HIM! AF WIh HIZ
HWISKRZ!”

FAR SUM MINUTS hU HOL KART WUZ IN KUNFUSUN, GETIV hU DARMOS
TRND OT, AND, B+ hU TtM hA HAD SETULD DON UGEN, hU KOK HAD
DISUPIRD.

“NEVR MiND!” SED hU KIW, WIh AN ER UV GRAT RILEF. “KAL hU NEKST
WITNUS.” AND HE ADID IN AN UNDRTON TU hU KWIN, “REULI, Mt DIR,
U MUST KRAS-IGZAMIN hU NEKST WITNUS. IT KWiT MAKS M+ FARHED
AK!”

ALIS WOZT hU HW+T RABIT AZ HE FUMBULD QVR hU LIST, FELIV VERI
KYORIUS TU ST HWUT hU NEKST WITNUS WOD BZX LiK, “—FAR hA
HAVUNT GOT MUZ EVUDUNS YET,” 3 SED TU HRSELF. IMAJUN HR
SRPR1Z, HWEN AU HW+T RABIT RED QT, AT hU TOP UV HIZ 3RIL LITUL
VOS, hU NAM “ALIS!”
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“HIR!” KRiD ALIS, KW1T FRGETIV IN hU FLRI UV hUu MOMUNT HO LORJ
%I HAD GRQON IN AU LAST FU MINUTS, AND %% JUMPT UP IN SUZ U HRI
RAT 3% TIPT QVR AU JORI-BOKS WIRh RI EJ UV HR SKRT, UPSETIV AL
hU JRIMEN ON TU hU HEDZ UV hU KRGD BILQ, AND hER hA LA
SPRALIV UBOT, REMiNDIV HR VERI MUZ UV U GLOB UV GQLDFI3 3%
HAD AKSUDENTULI UPSET hU WIK BIFAR.

“Q, + BEG YOR PORDUN!” 3% IKSKLAMD IN U TON UV GRAT DISMA,
AND BIGAN PIKIW REM UP UGEN AZ KWIKLI AZ 3% KOD, FAR RI
AKSUDUNT UV AU GOLDFI® KEPT RUNIV IN HR HED, AND 3% HAD U VAG
SART UV tDIU hAT hA MUST BT KULEKTUD AT WUNS AND POT BAK
INTU hU JORI-BOKS, AR hA WOD D+.

“hU TR1UL KANOT PRUSZID,” SED hU KIVW IN U VERI GRAV VOS, “UNTIL
AL hU JRIMEN OR BAK IN hER PROPR PLASIZ—AL,” HE RIPETID WIh
GRAT EMFUSIS, LOKIW HORD AT ALIS AZ HE SED DU.

ALIS LOKT AT AU JORI-BOKS, AND SA RAT, IN HR HAST, 3% HAD POT
hU LIZRD IN HED DONWZRDZ, AND hU POR LITUL RIV WUZ WAVIV ITS
TAL UBOT IN U MELUNKOLI WA, BEIV KWiT UNABUL TU MUV. 3% SUN
GOT IT @T UGEN, AND POT IT RiT; “NOT RAT IT SIGNUFiZ MUZ,” 3%
SED TU HRSELF; “+ 30D RIVK IT WOD BT KWiT AZ MUZ US IN RU
TRiUL WUN WA UP AZ hI UhR.”

AZ SUN AZ hU JORI HAD U LITUL RIKUVRD FRUM RU 30K UV BEIV
UPSET, AND hER SLATS AND PENSULZ HAD BIN FOND AND HANDID BAK
TU hEM, hA SET TU WRK VERI DILUJUNTLI TU R+T OT U HISTRI UV hI
AKSUDUNT, AL IKSEPT hU LIZRD, HU SIMD TU MUZ QVRKUM TU DU
ENIRIV BUT SIT WIh ITS MOR QPUN, GAZIV UP INTU hU RUF UV hU
KART.

“HWUT DU U NQ UBOT hIS BIZNIS?” hU K1 SED TU ALIS.

“NURIW,” SED ALIS.



“NURIV HWUTEVR?” PRSISTID hU KIW.

“NURIV HWUTEVR,” SED ALIS.

“hATS VERI IMPARTUNT,” hU K1) SED, TRNIV TU hU JORI. hA WR JUST
BIGINIV TU R+T hIS DON ON hER SLATS, HWEN hU HW1T RABIT
INTRUPTID: “UNIMPARTUNT, YOR MAJISTI MINZ, UV KARS,” HE SED IN
U VERI RISPEKTFUL TQN, BUT FRONIV AND MAKIW FASIZ AT HIM AZ HE
SPQOK.

“UNIMPARTUNT, UV KARS, £ MENT,” hU KIV HASTILI SED, AND WENT
ON TU HIMSELF IN AN UNDRTQON, “IMPARTUNT—UNIMPARTUNT—
UNIMPARTUNT—IMPARTUNT—" AZ IF Hf WR TR1IV HWIZ WRD SONDID
BEST.

SUM UV hU JORI RQT IT DON “IMPARTUNT,” AND SUM “UNIMPARTUNT.”
ALIS KOD St RIS, AZ 3T WUZ NIR INUF TU LOK QVR RER SLATS; “BUT
IT DUZUNT MATR U BIT,” 3% RAT TU HRSELF.

AT hIS MOMUNT hU KIVW, HU HAD BIN FAR SUM TiM BIZULI RiTIV IN
HIZ NOT-BOK, KAKULD OT “S:LUNS!” AND RED OT FRUM HIZ BOK, “RUL
FARTI-TU. AL PRSUNZ MAR hAN U MiL Hit TU LEV hU KART.”
EVRIBODI LOKT AT ALIS.

“tM NOT U MiL Ht,” SED ALIS.

“U OR,” SED hU KIW.

“NIRLI TU M1LZ Ht,” ADID hU KWXN.

“WEL, + 3ANT GQ, AT ENI RAT,” SED ALIS: “BIStDZ, RATS NOT U
REGYULR RUL: U INVENTID IT JUST N®.”

“ITS hI QLDUST RUL IN hU BOK,” SED hU KIW.
“hEN IT AT TU BT NUMBR WUN,” SED ALIS.

AU KIV TRND PAL, AND 3UT HIZ NQT-BOK HASTILI. “KUNSIDR YOR
VRDIKT,” HE SED TU hU JORI, IN U LQ, TREMBLIV VOS.



“hERZ MAR EVUDUNS TU KUM YET, PLEZ YOR MAJISTI,” SED hU HW1T
RABIT, JUMPIV UP IN U GRAT HRI; “hIS PAPR HAZ JUST BIN PIKT UP.”

“HWUTS IN IT?” SED hU KWZN.

“t+ HAVUNT QPUND IT YET,” SED hU HW+T RABIT, “BUT IT SEIMZ TU BX
U LETR, RITUN B+ hU PRIZUNR TU—-TU SUMBODLI.”

“IT MUST HAV BIN hAT,” SED hU KIV, “UNLES IT WUZ RITUN TU
NQOBODI, HWIZ IZUNT USOUUL, U NQ.”

“HU IZ IT DREKTID TU?” SED WUN UV hU JRIMEN.

“IT TZUNT DREKTID AT AL,” SED hU HW+T RABIT; “IN FAKT, hERZ
NURIV RITUN ON hI OTS1D.” HE UNFOLDUD hU PAPR AZ HE SPQK, AND
ADID “IT IZUNT U LETR, AFTR AL: ITS U SET UV VRSIZ.”

“OR hA IN hU PRIZUNRZ HANDR1TIW?” ASKT UNURR UV hU JRIMEN.

“NQ, hER NOT,” SED hU HW1T RABIT, “AND hATS hU KWIRIST RIV
UBOT IT.” (AU JORI AL LOKT PUZULD.)

“HE MUST HAV IMUTATID SUMBODI ELSIZ HAND,” SED hU KIW. (hU
JORI AL BR+TUND UP UGEN.)

“PLEZ YOR MAJISTI,” SED hU NAV, “+ DIDUNT R1T IT, AND hA KANT
PRUV t DID: hERZ NO NAM SiND AT hI END.”

“IF U DIDUNT SiN IT,” SED hU KIV, “hAT ONLI MAKS hU MATR WRS.
U MUST HAV MENT SUM MISEZIF, AR ELS UD HAV SiND YOR NAM LiK
AN ONUST MAN.”

hER WUZ U JENRUL KLAPIV UV HANDZ AT hIS: IT WUZ hU FRST RTULI
KLEVR RIV hU KIV HAD SED hAT DA.

“hAT PRUVZ HIZ GILT,” SED hU KWIN.

“IT PROVZ NURIV UV hU SART!” SED ALIS. “HW1, U DONT EVUN NQ
HWUT hER UBOT!”



“REID hEM,” SED hU KIW.

hU HW1T RABIT POT ON HIZ SPEKTUKULZ. “HWER RAL t BIGIN, PLTZ
YOR MAJISTI?” HE ASKT.

“BIGIN AT hU BIGINIW,” hU KI) SED GRAVLI, “AND GQ ON TIL U KUM
TU hI END: hEN STOP.”

hiZ WR hU VRSIZ hU HW1T RABIT RED:—

“hA TOLD M U HAD BIN TU HR,
AND MENSUND MZ TU HIM:

%% GAV M U GOD KERIKTR,
BUT SED t KOD NOT SWIM.

“HE SENT hEM WRD 1 HAD NOT GAN
(WX NQ IT TU B TROU):

IF 3T 30D P03 hU MATR ON,

HWUT WOD BIKUM UV U

“t GAV HR WUN, hA GAV HIM TU,
U GAV US RRE AR MAR;

hA AL RITRND FRUM HIM TU 4,
hQ hA WR MiN BIFAR.

“IF £ AR 3T 30D ZANS TU Bf
INVOLVD IN hIS UFER,

HE TRUSTS TU U TU SET hEM FRZ,
IGZAKTLI AZ W WR.

“M+ NQSUN WUZ RAT U HAD BIN
(BIFAR %I HAD RIS FIT)

AN OBSTUKUL RAT KAM BITWIN
HIM, AND QRSELVZ, AND IT.

“DONT LET HIM NQ 3% L+KT REM BEST,
FAR hIS MUST EVR B

U SEKRIT, KEPT FRUM AL hU REST,
BITWIN YORSELF AND MZT.”



“hATS hU MQST IMPARTUNT PES UV EVUDUNS W1V HRD YET,” SED hU
KIV, RUBIV HIZ HANDZ; “SQ NO LET hU JORI-"

“IF ENI WUN UV REM KAN IKSPLAN IT,” SED ALIS, (3% HAD GRQN SQ
LORJ IN AU LAST FU MINUTS RAT 3% WOZUNT U BIT UFRAD UV
INTRUPTIV HIM,) “tL GIV HIM SIKSPENS. + DONT BILEV hERZ AN
ATUM UV MINIV IN IT.”

RU JORI AL RQT DON ON RER SLATS, “3% DUZUNT BILTV RERZ AN ATUM
UV MINIV IN IT,” BUT NUN UV hEM UTEMPTUD TU IKSPLAN hU PAPR.

“IF hERZ NQ MINIV IN IT,” SED hU KIV, “hAT SAVZ U WRLD UV
TRUBUL, U NQ, AZ WX NEIDUNT TR1 TU FAND ENI. AND YET £ DONT NQ,”
HE WENT ON, SPREDIV OT hU VRSIZ ON HIZ N%, AND LOKIV AT hEM
WIh WUN %; “+ SEM TU ST SUM MINIV IN hEM, AFTR AL. ‘—=SED t KOD
NOT SWIM—" U KANT SWIM, KAN U?” HE ADID, TRNIV TU hU NAV.

AU NAV 30K HIZ HED SADLI. “DU t LOK LiK IT?” HE SED. (HWIZ HE
SRTUNLI DID NOT, BXI) MAD ENT+RLI UV KORDBARD.)

“AL R1T, SQ FOR,” SED hU KIW, AND HE WENT ON MUTRIV QVR hU
VRSIZ TU HIMSELF: ““WX NQ IT TU BE TRU—" hATS hU JORI, UV KARS—
‘t GAV HR WUN, hA GAV HIM TU—" HW41, hAT MUST BE HWUT HE DID
WIh hU TORTS, U NO—"

“BUT, IT GQZ ON ‘hA AL RITRND FRUM HIM TU U,”” SED ALIS.

“HW1, hER hA OR!” SED hU KIV TRtUMFUNTLI, PONTIV TU hU TORTS
ON AU TABUL. “NURI/ KAN BT KLIRR RAN RAT. REN UGEN—BIFAR 3%
HAD hIS FIT—" U NEVR HAD FITS, Mt DIR, + RIVK?” HE SED TU hU
KWZIN.

“NEVR!” SED hU KWIN FYORIUSLI, RRQIV AN IVKSTAND AT hU LIZRD
AZ %% SPQK. (RI UNFARZUNUT LITUL BIL HAD LEFT AF RiTIl) ON HIZ
SLAT WIh WUN FIWGR, AZ HE FOND IT MAD NQ MORK; BUT HE NO
HASTILI BIGAN UGEN, UZIV hI IWK, hAT WUZ TRIKLIV DON HIZ FAS,
AZ LAY AZ IT LASTID.)

“hEN hU WRDZ DONT FIT U,” SED hU KIW, LOKIV ROND hU KART WIh U
SMiL. hER WUZ U DED S:LUNS.



“ITS U PUN!” hU KIV ADID IN AN UFENDID TQON, AND EVRIBODI LAFT,
“LET hU JORI KUNSIDR hER VRDIKT,” hU K1/ SED, FAR UBOT hU
TWENTIUR TiM hAT DA.

“NQ, NQ!” SED hU KWZIN. “SENTUNS FRST—VRDIKT AFTRWRDZ.”

“STUF AND NONSENS!” SED ALIS LODLI. “hI +DIU UV HAVIV hU
SENTUNS FRST!”

“HOLD YOR TuW!” SED hU KWZEN, TRNIV PRPUL.
“t WONT!” SED ALIS.

“AF WIR HR HED!” AU KWIN 3OTID AT AU TOP UV HR VOS. NOBODI
MUVD.

“HU KERZ FAR U?” SED ALIS, (3% HAD GRQN TU HR FOL SitZ Bt RIS
TiM.) “YOR NURIV BUT U PAK UV KORDZ!”

AT hIS hU HOL PAK RQZ UP INTU hI ER, AND KAM FL1Il) DON UPON
HR: 3T GAV U LITUL SKRIM, HAF UV FR+T AND HAF UV AWGR, AND
TR1iD TU BIT hEM AF, AND FOND HRSELF LI ON hU BAWK, WIh HR
HED IN AU LAP UV HR SISTR, HU WUZ JENTLI BRUBI/ UWA SUM DED
LEVZ hAT HAD FLUTRD DON FRUM hU TREZ UPON HR FAS.

“WAK UP, ALIS DIR!” SED HR SISTR; “HW4+, HWUT U LAY SLTP UV
HAD!”

“Q, 1V HAD SUZ U KYORIUS DREIM!” SED ALIS, AND %% TQLD HR
SISTR, AZ WEL AZ 3T KOD RIMEMBR REM, AL htZ STRANJ ADVENZRZ
UV HRZ RAT U HAV JUST BIN RIDIV UBOT; AND HWEN 3% HAD FINIAT,
HR SISTR KIST HR, AND SED, “IT WUZ U KYORIUS DRIM, DIR,
SRTUNLI: BUT NO RUN IN TU YOR T%; ITS GETIW LAT.” SQ ALIS GOT UP
AND RAN AF, RIVKIV HWiL 3% RAN, AZ WEL 3% M+iT, HWUT U
WUNDRFUL DREIM IT HAD BIN.

BUT HR SISTR SAT STIL JUST AZ 3% LEFT HR, LINI/ HR HED ON HR
HAND, WOZIV AU SETIVW SUN, AND RIWKIW UV LITUL ALIS AND AL HR
WUNDRFUL ADVENZRZ, TIL 3T TU BIGAN DREIMI AFTR U FABUN, AND
hIS WUZ HR DREIM:—



FRST, 31 DREMD UV LITUL ALIS HRSELF, AND WUNS UGEN RU TNI
HANDZ WR KLASPT UPON HR NI, AND hU BR1T IGR tZ WR LOKIV UP
INTU HRZ—%T KOD HIR AU VERI TONZ UV HR VOS, AND ST RAT KWIR
LITUL TAS UV HR HED TU KIP BAK hU WONDRIV HER hAT WOD ALWIZ
GET INTU HR +Z—AND STIL AZ 3% LISUND, AR SEMD TU LISUN, AU HQL
PLAS UROND HR BIKAM ULV AU STRANJ KREZRZ UV HR LITUL SISTRZ
DRIM.

hU LAY GRAS RUSULD AT HR FET AZ hU HW+T RABIT HRID Bt—hU
FRETUND MOS SPLAST HIZ WA RRU AU NABRIV PUL—3% KOD HIR RU
RATUL UV AU TEKUPS AZ AU MORZ HER AND HIZ FRENDZ SERD RER
NEVR-ENDIV MZIL, AND AU BRIL VOS UV AU KWIN ARDRIV AF HR
UNFARZUNUT GESTS TU EKSUKUBUN—WUNS MAR hU PIG-BABI WUZ
SNIZI/ ON hU DUZESIZ N%, HWiL PLATS AND DIBIZ KRABT UROND IT—
WUNS MAR AU 3REIK UV AU GRIFUN, hU SKWIKIW UV AU LIZRDZ SLAT-
PENSUL, AND hU €QKIV UV AU SUPREST GINI-PIGZ, FILD hI ER, MIKST
UP WIh hU DISTUNT SOBZ UV hU MIZRUBUL MOK TRTUL.

SQ % SAT ON, WIh KLQZD 1Z, AND HAF BILIVD HRSELF IN
WUNDRLAND, hQ %% NU %% HAD BUT TU QPUN REM UGEN, AND AL WOD
ZAN] TU DUL REALUTI-hU GRAS WOD B QONLI RUSLIV IN AU WIND,
AND hU PUL RIPLIV TU hU WAVIV UV hU WINDZ—hU RATLIV TIKUPS
WOD ZANJ TU TIWKLIVY 3EP- BELZ, AND RU KWINZ 3RIL KRiZ TU RU
VOS UV AU BEPRD BO—AND hU SNiZ UV hU BABI, AU $RIK UV AU
GRIFUN, AND AL ht URR KWIR NOZIZ, WOD ZANJ (3% NU) TU AU
KUNFUZD KLAMR UV hU BIZI FORM-YORD—HW1L hU LQIV UV hU KATUL
IN hU DISTUNS WOD TAK hU PLAS UV hU MOK TRTULZ HEVI SOBZ.

LASTLE, 3T PIKZRD TU HRSELF HO RIS SAM LITUL SISTR UV HRZ
WOD, IN hI AFTR-TtM, B HRSELF U GRQN WOMUN; AND HO % WOD
KIP, RRU AL HR R1PR YIRZ, hU SIMPUL AND LUVIV HORT UV HR
Z1LDHOD: AND HO 3 WOD GARR UBOT HR URR LITUL ZILDRUN, AND
MAK hER 1Z BRiT AND IGR WIh MENI U STRANJ TAL, PRHAPS TVUN
WIh hU DREM UV WUNDRLAND UV LAY UGQ: AND HO 3% WOD FIL WIn
AL hER SIMPUL SORQZ, AND FiND U PLESR IN AL hER SIMPUL JOZ,
RIMEMBRIV HR ON €+LD-L+F, AND AU HAPI SUMR DAZ.

hI END



